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Manuel Palacios, El 
Rancho senior and aspir-
ing architect, won first place 
in the Los Angeles County 
Board of Education art contest.

 Over one hundred stu-
dents from fifteen schools entered 
the war and peace-themed con-
test. El Rancho art teacher Mr. De 
la Loza encouraged Palacios and 
other students in his advanced 
art class to enter the contest, 
and the artistically inclined Pa-
lacios enthusiastically entered.

“Things about what I like 
and things that everybody sees 
around, what I think is interest-
ing…there is no particular thing 
that I just draw. I’ve been draw-
ing since I was young,” said 
Palacios, whose art depicts the 
world around him. “Not really. I 
just always liked drawing,” said 
Palacios when asked if he has 
any artistic influences.  “I’m very 
proud of him,” said senior presi-
dent Andrew Palacios concerning 
his brother’s award. Palacios, 
who has fostered an interest in 
architecture since childhood, 
seeks a career in architecture.

A prime example of 
Palacios’s art is a self-portrait 

depicting Palacios in the midst of the creative 
process, his paintbrush hovering above an un-
finished piece of art. Framed by a succession 
of skulls that wrap around the perimeter of the 
painting, Palacios’s frosty gaze pierces the 
viewer and refuses to let go. “I just liked the 
design,” said Palacios concerning the skulls. 
Palacios has no plans for a follow-up painting.

 As the first place winner, Palacios re-

ceived $75, art supplies, and an award honoring 
his artistic accomplishment. “The award is the 
biggest prize because I can use it on resumes,” 
said Palacios, who hopes that the award will 
help propel him into the world of architecture. 
He plans on going to Rio Hondo Community 
College to earn his general education credits 
and study drafting, and later transferring to Cal 
Poly Pomona to earn a degree in architecture.

Palacios Places First in L.A. Art Contest

Art Award: Palacios’s self-portrait placed first among one hundred competing students.

Teen Read Week: Seniors Mark Hernandez, Ruth Lara Priscilla, and Maturinoto buy books from the Don library wish list.

There’s a saying that books are an 
adventure, and each page is a learning 
experience. El Rancho High School got a 
little taste of that adventure by welcom-
ing Borders Bookstore. The school library 
was transformed into a mini-mart of books. 
Each isle was easily labeled with the type 
genre for a book, whether if you are fic-
tion fan or science fiction book worm you 
were welcomed with a wide variety of 
books. Librarian, Jean Chodos was thrilled 
an over whelmed with the coming of Bor-
ders. Chodos was so eager about Borders 
that she would even take special requests 
for books, so Borders salesmen can bring 
the requested book the following day. 

As the book fair came to a halt, it is 
saddened by many teachers and students 
that the book fair will not be returning to El 
Rancho because of the amount of time and 
dedication needed to organize the book fair. 

Now, Teen Read week is not only 
about Borders book fair, but a time for teach-
ers, administration and students to step out of 
the ‘high-tech’ world to discuss a past time 
that does not need a screen to be enjoyed. 

There were several special occa-
sions where the administration and even 
the Superintendent and Asst. Superinten-
dent spared a few minutes of their day to 
read a couple pages of their favorite book.

Ms. Julie Ellis didn’t exactly read 
a book but told a story of how she would 
look forward to visiting her grandma just 
to hear her grandmother read. Ellis de-
scribed that being read to by a grandparent is 
“something special, that anyone can enjoy”. 

In order for kids to get influenced 
by Teen Read week, Chodos and her staff 
wanted to do something that will say ‘wow’ 
to both the students and staff members. That 
‘wow’ was created by a series of competi-
tions for the students to do in order to win 
free prizes such as pencils, bookmarks, and 
candy. These contest’s occurred during class 
time were teachers of other departments 
would go to another class and read for ten 
minutes. After the reading the guest speaker 
would quiz the students about literature 
and random trivia questions that involved 
different stories. The last and final contest 
was during lunch time in the quad, the li-
brary staff members set up a booth were 
students had the opportunity to win free 
books such as Reign of Gold, Always Run-
ning, and many more. Students only had to 
answer several questions about past books 
that any natural reader could answer.  The 
staff members also got a little treat; they 
were welcomed with pastries, coffee, candy, 
and water in the library in the morning. 

For the most part Teen Read week 
was a success, if there was any complaints 
about the week it was only of Borders book-
store not returning. The Library Staff did 
a great job on creating a memorable week 
that everyone at El Rancho will remember. 

Bon Voyage
to Book Fair
BY CHRIS GALLIZZI, EL RODEO STAFF WRITER
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BY: DAVID TORRES

El Rodeo Staff Writer

Coach Wynn took on a 
new challenge this trimester; he 
went from coaching wrestling in 
a hot room to coaching track in 
the hot sun. With Wynn as their 
new coach, the El Rancho track 
team will try to keep the tradition 
it has kept for the past 7 years. 
Every year, they manage to win 
league. Wynn led the team to 
their first victory on Mach 15th.

On the 10th of this month, 
the team went to an invitational 
where the team saw success. 
“The girls ran very well, they 
came in first in the DMR and 
second in the 4x1600. While the 
boys came in second in the DMR 
and fourth in the 4x1600,” said  
Wynn.

“We  have  some great 
male sprinters who build on their 
speed and their strength. My 
goal for this year is to qualify to 
CIF and Finals. This is because 
we trained for league which will 
help us achieve our goal of CIF. 
I also want to keep the tradition 
that this team has which is win-
ning league,” Wynn says. 

“I inherited a good bunch 
of kids. These kids are very de-
termined and they do more than I 
ask for during practice. This type 
of attitude is one that I really 

BY: DAVID TORRES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

New year, new team, but same spirit, this is what can be said about 
the boys volleyball team. With a captain like Steven Vega, who does 
excellent on and off the courts, the volleyball team shall lack no leader-
ship skills. 

Vega has played middle blocker for the volleyball team since his 
sophomore year. “This is a defensive spot which is located in the middle 
of the court. My job is to hit any balls that go in the middle, to the right, 
or the left.”

This year Vega expects to clinch league and become league 
champs especially since it’s his senior year. Vega also expects to make 
it to league finals “more or less.” “Our biggest rival in league this year 
would have to be Santa 
Fe because they expect 
to have a good 
team.” 

This 
year’s team has “great 
experience” because 
the team is made up 
of “about 5 returnees” 
which is equivalent 
to half of the team. “Our 
strength is that we 
play with emotion 
and we all have a 
good and strong 
friendship. This builds 
our other strength 
which is great com-
munication on and off 
the field. But our weak-
ness would have to be 
that we start our games less focused than we’re supposed to be, which 
leads to our weak starts.”

The team currently holds a preseason record of 2-2 and will have 
their next chance to improve their record on Saturday when they partici-
pate in the Arcadia tournament which is composed of sixteen teams and 
is held at Arcadia high school. After this tournament, they will have a 
home game on Tuesday against Paramount High School.

 Mr. Vega would like everybody to know, “We’re a really good 
team. We need support from our student body so come watch us play on 
Tuesday and every time we have a game.”

BY: SELISA PONCE 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Not only does the new 
ninth and tenth grade English 
teacher Ms. Sentano have brains, 
but she also has the capability of 
leading the Varsity Softball Team 
farther than last year. With hopes 
of “creating something special,” 
Ms. Senteno is destined to bring 
greatness to the El Rancho family.

Her story begins at the 
young age of four years old, 
when she began playing soft-
ball in the city of Whittier. She 
then went on to play at the high 
school level at St. Paul High 
School and earned CIF pitcher. 

Eventually, Ms. Senteno 
made her way to Notre Dame on 
a full ride scholarship and man-
aged to make the softball team 
her freshman year as a walk-on. 
While attending Notre Dame she 
met Mr. Picon and Mr. Galvan 
who told her about the wonderful 
softball program at El Rancho. 

After graduation, she re-
turned to her Alma Mater, St. 
Paul, and was head coach for three 
years. She left St. Paul with the 
experience of two league champi-
onships under her belt and a high 
record of 40 wins and 16 losses. 

Although St. Paul will 
always hold a special place in 
her heart, Ms. Senteno consid-
ers herself a Don now. And 
the Varsity Softball Team has 
welcomed her with open arms.

Senior Jessica Alvarez, 
thinks very highly of Ms. Sente-
no. “She’s good at what she does 
and is great at keeping us disci-

plined.” Fellow teammate, se-
nior Vanessa Gonzales thinks 
that Ms. Senteno “makes 
[the team] work a lot harder 
which will pay off at the end.” 

As for this season so 
far, the team is expecting 
to do very well and to win 
league champions. The only 
aspect the players need to 
work on is “their offense and 
timing,” says Coach Senteno. 
Other than that, the girls work 
very well together since a 
majority of the players have 
been playing together since 
they were four years old. 

The history of the girls 
playing so long together has 

its benefits. “We’re honest 
with each other, if someone’s 
messing up, we’ll tell them, we 
don’t sugar coat anything,” says 
shortstop Vanessa Gonzales. 

Coach Senteno’s advice to 
the team follows Nike’s motto 
“Just Do It.” “Don’t over think 
anything, just play the game.”

From what the girls say, 
the team will follow the new 
coach’s advice and show off their 
skills more now than ever before.

The team agrees most 
with Senteno’s favorite quote, 
believing it will lead tham to 
victory, “Whatever happens 
today is done. Tomorrow is 
another chance. It’s a sun roll.

Senteno a Softball Sensation Spike it Up for Vega

admire and I like. Our guys distance runners are 
very good but our High jumpers are so, so. On the 
other hand, the girl’s hurdles team is very well 
and the 4x100 team does well too,” said Wynn.

“If those were our strengths, our weakness 
would have to be that I can’t get guys together 
because we have a couple of underclassmen. This 
fact is really hurting our sprinting team. But, I 

repeat 
myself 
when I 
say that 
these are 
a great 
bunch 
of kids 
and I’m 
going 
to try 
to help 
them 
improve 
on their 
personal 
best,” 
says 
Wynn.

 
Vincent 

Tovar looks like the best long jumper and the lead 
off in the 4x100 this year. “I feel pretty good of 
my team and I think that we’ll be able to go to 
league finals this year. Overall, we have a great 
team this year like we had last year,” said Tovar.

“I really believe that we’ll take league this 
year because Santa Fe is our biggest competi-
tion in league and they have nothing on us,” says 
Tovar. 

Wynn’s New Challenge

Ms. Stephanie Senteno  continues her love for the game by coach-
ing El Rancho’s  very own girls varsity softball team
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BY JAZMIN DIAZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Imagine living in fear in 
your own home, having to sleep 
with one eye open. Imagine being 
deprived of an education, a better 
life just to fight a never ending 
battle. Imagine never know-
ing peace, tranquility or hope. 

Now, think of all of our 
advantages as Americans, all the 
luxuries, comforts and securities 
that we constantly take for grant-
ed. Children in many parts of 
Africa live in an environment full 
of fear, pain and agony. Imagine 
being able to make a difference 
to rewrite a chapter in history; 
would you take the opportunity 
if it came knocking at your door?

In the 1980’s a civil war 
broke out in Uganda, Africa. 
Two rebel groups the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army (LRA) and 
the Allied Democratic Forces 
(ADF) sought to replace the 
Government of Uganda. But the 
twenty plus years of fighting 
have brought instability to the 
economy, fear and death. Despite 
recent attempts at peace talks, 
negotiations seem intangible. 

Every day, children are 
being kidnapped, mutilated, 
brainwashed and sexually abused 
in their own homes by members 
of the LRA and ADF. The LRA 
and ADF rely on these tactics to 
keep their terrorist groups func-
tioning. These children range 
in age from about 7 to 14; they 
are deprived from education, 
and their own homes. Invis-

ible Children (a documentary) 
does a remarkable job depicting 
the life of Ugandan children. 

The streets of Northern 
Uganda become sanctuaries for 
the children who are trying to es-
cape the war with no cause.  They 
lay down from head to toe, elbow 
to elbow for safety and warmth; 
it’s said that more than 80,000 
children have passed through the 
big cities of Uganda in hopes of 
finding a peaceful night of sleep. 

Although President Yow-
eri Museveni and the Ugandan 

Government created “protective 
camps,” for displaced people, 
Ugandans lack many essentials. 
Schools are closed because they 
lack monetary funding. Crops are 
not grown because of the lack of 
space; jobs are also at a very low 
minimum.  Many others who were 
not as lucky are even turned away 
from a chance of refuge because 
the protective camps lack space. 

Schools across the United 
States are waking up and trying 
to make a difference in society. 
La Serna, Los Altos, Salazar and 

several other high schools and 
colleges have all joined forces 
with Schools for Schools, (one 
of the fund raising branches of 
Invisible Children) in hopes of 
reopening a school in Uganda. 

There are many ways 
to help; students just have to 
make an effort. Next week, the 
Social Justice Club will be host-
ing a viewing of the original 
Invisible Children documen-
tary in hopes of sparking aware-
ness of these injustices and 
a call for social reformation.

Reach Out to the ‘Invisible Children’

New Lunch Policy Leads to Crowded Campus

An already crowded campus is now bursting at its seams as all 3200 El Rancho students are corralled into the quad.

BY MICHELLE GARCIA 
AND JAZMIN DIAZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITERS

 
“MooMoo” the cattle bell 

has rung. For the first time this 
year El Rancho’s campus halls 
have been closed off to all stu-
dents. Over three thousand Dons 
are herded into the quad and must 
remain there for the duration 
of lunch. There, they are close 
guarded by campus police and 
administrators. Their strict pol-
icy leaves no room for excuses.

This has caused many 
students to worry about their 
time management. Lunch lines 
are ever growing, since only a 
few selected seniors are allowed 
off campus. Other students 
are left to deal with the over-
crowded lunch facilities while 
still trying to get to their club or 
sport meetings by one o’clock. 

What has caused this 
drastic change? Rumors say that 
pressure from the School Board 
caused E.R. administrators to 
go into a “lockdown” mode. 

Outraged parents com-
plained of some student’s risqué 
behavior in hidden corridors. 
But can all El Rancho students 
be held accountable of others 
actions? Are Administrators 
trying to take the easy way 
out by closing off campus and 
herding students like cattle? 
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Although Bethany Ortega moved 
to the US less than a year ago, this 
sophomore beauty from Sonora, Mexi-
co already proved to at least few of her 
teachers her academic excellence. Af-
ter starting high school, Ortega quickly 
began to master English with the help 
of her ELD teacher, Mrs. Hernandez-
Schaefer. “I liked how she explained 
the class. She helped me a lot,” says 
Ortega of her favorite teacher. For 
Ortega, learning English has been, “not 
too easy, but it’s not that impossible.” 
With this positive attitude, Ortega has 
kept herself on track in her studies. 

Ortega is working towards at-
tending college and earning a Ph.D. 
in medicine. Ortega was surprised 
when she received the Student of 
the Month award, but knows, “it 
means a lot because I am mak-
ing an effort and I am trying as 
hard as I can [in school].” When 
she is not studying or doing homework, Ortega likes to shop.

“Finally,” thought seventeen-
year  old Adriana Jaime-Trejo when her 
English teacher handed her a Student of 
the Month certificate for the first time. 
Jaime-Trejo says, “I always wanted 
to get it, to prove I had accomplished 
something.” She devotes most of her time 
to schoolwork, but often needs to take 
care of her four-year-old sister as well. 

 Despite having a workload that 
includes four AP courses, Jaime-Trejo 
enjoys her classes, especially AP Biol-
ogy. “[Biology] is easy for me and I 
understand the concepts. Ms K [the AP 
Biology teacher] is so fun. She makes the 
class fun, which makes us want to learn 
more,” says Jaime-Trejo. Ironically, her 
younger brother is also in AP Biology. 
Jaime-Trejo admits, “we help each other 
out, but sometimes it gets competitive 
[between my brother and I] with grades.” 

 With graduation only a tri-
mester away, Jaime-Trejo has her eyes set on USC. UC Merced already sent Jaime-
Trejo an acceptance letter but she would rather attend USC because, “right now I 
want to stay closer to home,” she says. Despite filling out her college applications 
as “Undecided,” Jaime-Trejo knows she wants to study some form of science.

A year and a half ago, Leticia 
Cervantes was living in Mexico with 
her mom. “All my family was here and 
I and my mom were so alone,” recalls 
Cervantes. Cervantes was nothing short 
of shocked to find out she was Student of 
the Month for the junior class. She humbly 
says, “I didn’t do anything special, I just 
did what I had to do. I did everything I 
had to do. I do my homework. I do think 
that I am responsible.” Cervantes adds, 
“In Mexico [at school], we didn’t have a 
library or a computer lab, but here [at El 
Rancho], we have a lot of opportunities.” 

Cervantes likes all types of music, 
but play a little bit of salsa and be sure 
to see her dance. “My brothers taught 
me how to dance. I like to dance to ev-
ery kind of music. Right now, I listen to 
‘White Flag’ by Dido a lot,” says Cer-
vantes. Cervantes plans to move back to 
Mexico, but not until she graduates from college and begins her career as a social worker.

“Most people look at me 
and they do not think I am smart,” 
says freshman Amy Michio. How-
ever, after a few minutes of talking 
to Michio, most realize she is a 
smart kid who takes honors classes 
and plays the trumpet, and just hap-
pens to be obsessed with water polo. 
Actually, “I grew up with it [water 
polo]. All my friends on my block 
were in it and so when I got into 
it, I just fell in love with it. I actu-
ally did swimming for water polo,” 
says Michio. She plans on playing 
water polo for the next four years.

When she first started high 
school, Michio thought, “It was go-
ing to be so different, like I thought 
it was going to be scary, but I got 
here and it is like…boring. The year 
is almost over and it flew right by 
me.” Ever since Michio’s friend 
received Student of the Month, Michio says, “I wanted it so I tried to get it. I’m 
really proud of myself.”

Junior Sarah Rubin is a 
goalie in the JV water polo team 
and a swimmer in the swim team. 
She says, “Swimming, exercis-
ing and playing sports is one of 
my favorite ways of relieving 
stress. Also hanging out with my 
boyfriend, Alan, he really knows 
how to make me happy.”  

Rubin, who is accomplish-
ing a lot for her age. She has a 3.6 
GPA. She is taking Honors Pre 
Calculus, AP Biology, Spanish, 
and swimming. She has many 
ambitions in mind that are keep-
ing her positive in passing these 
classes. “My life and having 
Alan by my side is more than 
I can ask for. I already drive, 
I have a job, my family loves 
me, my boss loves me. These 
are all outcomes that came from 
making the right decisions.”

“Just balance everything 
out, put some effort into what-
ever you do, and be successful,” 
these are Rubin’s advice towards 
avoiding stress. She is aware 
that many teens nowadays stress 

BY ALEX MOTA 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Sarah’s Tips for Succcess and Anti- Stress

about insignificant things, but she 
is looking in the mirror whenever 
she needs some help and looking 
ahead at a bright future. “I know 
it is hard to balance out priorities 
and have fun, but I try to live 

my life the best way I can and 
as simple as I can,” Rubin says.

Rubin would like to go to 
university near the state of Mon-
tana and major in Psychology or 
Biology. She prefers a job that 

requires mind skills and knowl-
edge, not just any half-time job. 
She describes, “I want to have a 
good life –I crave that. I want to 
go to a good university, get a good 
education, and be my own wom-

an –my own financial support.” 
One of her main goals is 

to have a red, convertible 1966 
Mustang and to have a home 
in Montana. Another one of 
Rubin’s goals is to learn how 
to cook. “I am the worst cook 
ever!” she laughs. “I can not 
remember the last time I made 
a quesadilla that did not burn!” 

Aside from her cooking 
inabilities, and her obvious matu-
rity, Rubin has proved to be a girl 
that is capable of achieving a lot 
and break any inhibitions enabling 
her from doing what she wants to 
do. “You do not need expensive 
clothing to impress anyone. You 
don’t need other people’s point 
of view. People will always be 
more impressed if you are your 
own person. Just feel comfort-
able and be happy. I do not want 
luxuries or goods I just want to be 
happy and the only way I’m go-
ing to do that is by staying true 
to myself. Others will never be 
satisfied, but I can be.” Keeping 
occupied with her studies, swim-
ming  and  her boyfriend proves 
to be Rubin’s alternative to re-
lieve stress. So what is yours?

Girls Take January Student of the Month Awards 
Freshman Amy Michio

Senior Adriana Jaime- Trejo

Junior Leticia Cervantes

Sophomore Bethany Ortega
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By: Karissa Guillen
El Rodeo Staff Writer

During lunch, there are 
several different “cliques” and 
groups where only certain stu-
dents “fit in.”  First there are the 
jocks, the cheerleaders, the skat-
ers, the swimmers, etc.  Then, 
there’s the “hacky sack crew.” 
The hacky sack crew started 
devoting their lunch time playing 
hacky sack during the beginning 
of last year.  The ”originators” 
who started playing this beanie 
bag game at school are juniors, 
Josh Bello, Armando Cerda, Mi-
chael Johnson and Raul Hernan-
dez, whom all came from Burke 
Middle School.

After only a couple of 
weeks of playing hacky sack, 
more and more junior students  
like Joe Salas and Jaspar Mills 
joined in on the game.  “We all 
like to be known as the ‘Dream 
Team,’” claims Joe Salas.

This activity during lunch 
has gotten very popular.  Several 
students love to join in on the fun 
and play even though they are 
not good at it.  

Armando Cerda says, “I 
get to have fun with my friends. 
Out of all of us, I would have to 
say that Raul is the best hacky 
sack player. That kid is good, 
he amazes me every time.”  
Raul Hernandez says, “I am the 
best, and nothing but the best. 
DREAM TEAM!!”

During lunch, many guys 
like to spend their time with their 
friends or girlfriends and don’t 
like to be caught playing games 
during lunch, but these guys 
don’t care about that issue as 
long as they’re having fun.

Salas says, “I love playing 
hacky sack because it’s bad! It’s 
freaken tight! The only bad thing 
about it is that we sweat and girls 
don’t like that. I miss the old 
days when Josh used to play with 
us. One of my favorite memories 

 BY BIANCA ORTIZ, EL RODEO STAFF WRITER   
   

  Most students attending El Rancho do not know or understand 
what CBA is all about.  CBA stands for College Bound Athletes, 
which is a club for varsity athletes who want to continue to compete 
in college. CBA emphasizes academics, study habits, college infor-
mation, nutrition, and scholarship opportunities.  

The CBA club was created in 1996 by Coach Llanes and for 
the past three years it has also been advised by Ben Meza.  These two 
advisors have had an abundance of experience with Meza being a for-
mer boy’s baseball coach and Llanes being a former boy’s basketball 
coach and now the boy’s varsity baseball coach.  Meza and Llanes 
make it a point to teach athletes not only about how to improve their 
game with teaching the importance of nutrition, conditioning, mental 
skills, but also how to improve academically.  CBA teaches athletes 
how to improve SAT/ACT scores and on how to get into college.  
The advisors main goal is to achieve a balance between athletics and 
academics in college.   

CBA president, Stefany Sanchez, senior, says that CBA is a 
great club for athletes.  CBA is also “a place to get valuable informa-
tion on college.”  For the past two years Sanchez has gained many 
great tips that has helped both her game and education.  
 One of the most important events for CBA is Senior Super-
stars Game in May.  CBA as sponsored this event for the past five 
years.  The game consists of varsity boy athletes versus faculty and 
varsity girl athletes against faculty in a game of basketball.  During 
this game CBA gives away two scholarship one worth $1500 and the 
other for $500 dollars.  CBA is a great club that truly takes care of the 
athletes here at El Rancho.

about him was when he got hurt.”  
Josh says, “I stopped playing because one time I swung my 

leg way too hard and my knee gave out. It was the worst feeling 
ever.”  I just love it!! It’s cute,” says Joey Esparza.

Jaspar Mills states, “I’m one of the new guys. I’m not as good 
as the other fella’s, but I still have a good time with my hacky sack 
brothers. I’ll never stop playing until I break both knees, sprain 
my right ankle, get shot in my left calve and break both of my big 
toes…haha.”

El Rancho’s very own “Dream Team,” practices their hacky sack 
skills during their lunch break. 

El Rancho’s Very Own Dream TeamCBA Club: Keeping
 Athletes on Track
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Faculty Takes Part in Teen Read Week

Principal Ellis visits classrooms  and gives a brief summary of one of her favorite 
books,  Salem’s Lot, by Sephen king.   

Assistant Principal Collings  visits  Mr. Zeko’s English class and reads Dr. Seus 
to the class. 

Mr. Meza and Mr. Wlasick selected books for their AP students, they suggestes they 
purchase AP guides.  

El rancho Staff member takes time to look around at the  borders book sale. 

Mr. Krelle stands next to the display board, encouraging students to purchase books and 
read.

Mr. Meza takes a look at the famous piece of literature, The Prince, by  Ma-
chiavelli.
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Faculty Takes Part in Teen Read Week  Book Sale Brings Students into the Library  

Student reads The Roald Dahl Treasury, an interesting collec-
tion of stories, poems and letters.  

Senior, Armando Montes, reads Doing it Right, an informational book 
about health.  

Borders brought interesting books, like Cholo Style and La Revolucion Mex-
icana, books which capture different aspects and topics about the Hispanic 
culture and history. 

Senior, Nicole Campos, an A.P. team student, proudly shows her guide 
book for the A.P. U.S. Government exam.

Senior, Andrew Palacios, buys study guide books for the A.P. U.S. 
Government and A.P. English Literature classes.

Junior, Jessica Cabrera, purchases her books from the Borders book fair at 
the library.

Senior, Gus Cordova, reads an interesting book about the life of the famous 
rapper, Tupac Shakur.

Seniors, Anthony Chy and David Talavera, smile after making their pur-
chases at the library.
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Radical Posture is a fairly 
new band on our campus. Leader, 
Dominic Valdiviez, states, “My 
brother, Roddy [who graduated 
in 2004], got the name from Yip-
Yip’s song, Radical Posture, so 
we decided to name our band 
after it.” They are also known 
as Radical P, but Valdiviez pre-
fers the full title. Although they 
made music for fun at home 

            
Marie Antoinette is a young, hip and fun perspective on the life of Marie Antoinette, the queen of 

France during the 18 movie emphasizes on the life that Antoinette 
presented to society.  She makes her inner feelings and all the struggles 
she had with her marriage.  This movie tells of a young girl forced 
to grow up and restore order within her native country, Austria, 
and the country she was married into, France.  Antoinette 
married Louie XVI and struggled with bearing 
children and present- This 
movie shows the trans- formation of an oblivious 
girl who was thrown into a royal society to a 
woman who masks her real thoughts and 
lives through her inhibitions.  This 
DVD is worth buying because 
it is not only a great movie, 
but also has fantastic special 
features.  The most 
hilarious part is Louie 
XVI doing an 
MTV episode of MTV Cribs in his home Versailles.  I 
truly recommend this movie that shows some of history in a new modern way.

Marie Antoinette is a young, hip and fun perspective on the life of Marie Antoinette, the queen of 
France during the 18th century.  This movie emphasizes on the life that Antoinette 
presented to society.  She makes her inner feelings and all the struggles 
she had with her marriage.  This movie tells of a young girl forced 
to grow up and restore order within her native country, Austria, 
and the country she was married into, France.  Antoinette 
married Louie XVI and struggled with bearing 
children and present- ing an heir.  
movie shows the trans- formation of an oblivious 
girl who was thrown into a royal society to a 
woman who masks her real thoughts and 
lives through her inhibitions.  This 
DVD is worth buying because 
it is not only a great movie, 
but also has fantastic special 

The most 

BY BIANCA ORTIZ 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Released on February 
14, 2007, Music and Lyr-
ics portrays an 80’s pop star 
named Alex Fletcher who was 
once very famous but has been 
reduced to singing at county 
fairs and amusement parks.

 The 80’s pop star, Alex 
Fletcher is played by famous 
actor Hugh Grant.  Fletcher is 
a talented musician, is given a 
second chance to redeem his big 
career.  In order for him to obtain 
this second chance, he is given an 
important task.  Fletcher is given 
only a couple of days to compose 
a top hit for a teen sensation, 
Cora Corman (Haley Bennett).

 Cora invites Fletcher to 
write and sing a duet with her 
but there is one big problem, 
Fletcher has not written song in 
a long time and does not have 
the ability to compose lyrics.

 Fletcher’s manager 
hires a hip artist to help him 
with the lyrics, but they do not 
collaborate well with one an-
other so the artists quits on him.

 Luckily for Fletcher, his 

BY  KARISSA GUILLEN 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

plant keeper Sophie Fisher (played 
by Drew Barrymore) has a unique 
way with words.  He decides to 
ask her for help to help him create 
a love song for Cora’s new album.

 Unfortunately, Sophie 
is still trying to forget about 
her recent break up with Sloan 
Cates (Campbell Scott) so she is 
not sure if she is ready for any 
kind of partnership with Alex.

 At first, Sophie hesitates 
to help Alex compose lyrics, but 
she finally agrees to help him out.

 When Alex and So-
phie are finished with the lyr-
ics, they record their own duet 
to show Cora with what they 
came up with in those few 
days that she gave them.  Sur-
prisingly, she loved the song. 

 After spending a lot of 
time together, they end up falling 
in love.

 Junior, Isabel Garcia 
says, “I absolutely loved this 
movie! It was really good! Drew 
Barrymore is not one of my 
favorite actresses, but she did a 
great job in this movie.”

BY AMBER SCHMIDT

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

throughout 2005, their first 
show was held in October 2006. 

 Radical Posture’s genre 
could be best expressed as elec-
tronic noise. With their Roland 
Juno 60 and Microanalysis 
synthesizers they manage to 
mix outlandish sounds, produc-
ing some nice songs. “I like 
it when people come up to us 
after  we play and tell us we’re 

good,” Dominic says. “Negative 
feedback should probably help 
us perform better, but really it’s 
just a pain,” he reveals, “I don’t 
like it when people Don’t like my 
music.” This could be one of the 
reasons Radical Posture prefers 
playing at venues over regular 
parties. Dominic prefers venues 
over parties because, “People 
go to venues to watch us play 
music, while people go to parties 
to drink and smoke; they don’t re-
ally care what music is playing.” 
Radical Posture plays at least a 
party every weekend, but you 
can also see them at local venues 
like the Blue House Cafe, Club 
Warsaw, The Clinic, Club Silver 
Hollywood, and most recently 
The Smell. When asked about 
his pet peeves at parties, Dominic 
replied, “Sometimes at parties, 
people will step on the chords and 
unplug the synths, then they think 
that we messed up, when really it 
just came unplugged.” He’s not 
picky with the people who like 
his music, but he thinks it’s funny 
when, “fat groupies come up to 
me. I like that they like my music, 
but when they start talking too 
much it’s like ‘awe man’.” Radi-
cal Posture has played with other 
bands on stage such as Yip-Yip. 
“They started talking to me be-
cause they recognized our name. 
It was a really cool experience.”

So what’s next for Radical 
Posture? “We would like to make 
it big in the underground music 
area, then, you know, get out 
there more.”  

A Taste of the 
Underground Life

A Lyrical Sensation

Let Them See a Good Movie!

BY NADIA DOMINGUEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

About a year ago, Se-
niors Dorian Mota, Philip 
Juarez, and Jonathan Chacon 
decided to get together in order 
to “bring real music back” and 
formed The Overheated Amps.

Philip plays a Casio key-
board and pedals; Jonathan plays 
a Pearl Drum set, and Dorian is 
vocals. These combined sounds 
create a “mix of electro clash and 
punk.” TOA can mostly be seen 

performing in backyard shows in 
Los Angeles, but they have never 
played in Pico Rivera. They have 
also played in venues like Za-
makibo, The Blue House Café, 
The Smell, and most recently at 
The Clinic. They usually do not 
get paid for playing backyard 
shows, but do get paid about 
thirty dollars when they perform 
at venues. “Jonathan also won 
$800 on Super Bowl bets and 
were able to buy a drum set and 
a new keyboard because we were 
borrowing one that Radical Pos-
ture didn’t use,” Juarez added. 

When asked what their influences 
are, Juarez simply replied, “The 
government, politics and jerks.” 
They are also influenced by “The 
Velvet Underground because 
they broke music barriers in the 
sixties, and also by Bad Brains 
because they were African Amer-
icans and weren’t like the typical 
white punk bands,” he continued.

 Their most memorable 
moment as a band was when 
they played a show in East Los 
Angeles. “The show seemed like 
it was going to be boring, so we 
weren’t too excited to play, but 

once we did, there was a big pit 
and people were pushing against 
Phillip and his keyboard. He 
had to play with one hand and 
push the people with the other. 
Then, some guy lifted me onto 
his shoulders while I was sing-
ing. It was really fun,” Mota said.

 As for the future, TOA 
hope to “get signed, make money 
for equipment, and perform in 
New York and San Francisco.” 
Overall, TOA like to describe 
themselves as “a group of young 
kids trying to revive a lost genera-
tion of smart and unique music.”

 An Overheated Clash of Punk and Rock


