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Tardy Sweeps 
Swept Away

BY MICHELLE GARCIA 
& ROBERT PRIETO

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Recently the MEChA club 
members honored deceased rela-
tives and friends by building and 
decorating an altar.  The adorned 
altar was put in place, behind 
the A-building, to commemorate 
the widely celebrated Dia de los 
Muertos, or the Day of the Dead.

The history behind the Day 
of the Dead dates back more than 
3000 years to native Americans, 
such as the Aztecs, who occupied 
North and South America prior 
to the Spanish conquistadors ar-
rival.  According to the Aztec 
calendar the Aztecs and other 
indigenous people celebrated the 
Day of the Dead all throughout 
the month of August.  The na-
tives would dance and offer 
food in order to memorialize the 
dearly departed.  However, the 
Spanish, in their attempts to con-

BY ROBERT PRIETO

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

The majority of the El 
Rancho faculty wants to abolish 
the first period tardy sweeps.  
Tardy sweeps force students to 
go to the cafeteria, where they 
get their tardy slip, and wait 20 
minutes before being allowed 
to leave for class.  The El Ran-
cho administration agreed to 
do away with the tardy sweeps.  
Moreover, “teachers volunteered 
to step out of class at the two 
minute warning bell and help 
direct students to class,” said As-
sistant Principal of Guidance and 
12th grade dean, Chuck Collings.

Some people feel that the 
tardy sweeps are useful, but the 
majority of the El Rancho fac-
ulty and administration believe 
otherwise. Members of the El 
Rancho faculty and student body 
feel that the 20 minute wait in the 
cafeteria is a waste of time.  They 
believe a tardy student should 
be able to bypass the cafeteria, 
because valuable education 
time is depleted while waiting.  

According to Collings, 
“about five percent of the stu-
dent body is tardy during first 
period.”  Five percent may not 
seem like much, but it translates 
into about 140 to 170 students.

By second trimester tardy 
sweeps will no longer exist. 
“[It’s] the same due process ex-
cept with no cafeteria trip,” said 
Collings.  He described the new 
tardy procedure as “a win-win sit-
uation because students are able 
to share more instructional time 
and administrators don’t spend 
30 to 45 minutes rustling students 
to the cafeteria and back to class.” 

Even without the tardy 
sweeps, students will still face the 
same punishments for being late.  
The teacher will warn the student 
about his or her first and second 
tardies.  A third tardy results in 
a mailed letter home.  The pun-
ishments for the fourth and fifth 
tardies both include a 15 minute 
detention after school, except a 
fifth tardy also results in a referral 
and a parent conference.  Six or 
more tardies result in a referral, 
and possibly, Saturday school, 
or a parent-teacher conference, 
or loss of school privileges.

Collings hopes that students 
capitalize on the extra instruction-
al time.  He also mentioned that if 
the number of first period tardies 
increases the administration might 
have to revert to the tardy sweeps.

MEChA Brings Day of the Dead to Life  

Look Inside to Find... October 
Athletes 

of the 
Month 

Peculiar 
Scholarships 
for College
Freshmen

Concert:
Between Live 

and Death

 The MEChA club commemorates the lost women of Juarez, Mexico. 

BY ROBERT PRIETO

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

For the first time in El Ran-
cho’s school history the Girls’ 
Varsity Cross Country team has 
advanced to the CIF-Southern 
Section Finals.  Keeping their 
winning streak alive, the Boys’ 
Varsity Cross Country team also 
moved on to the CIF-SS Finals 
for the fifth time in six years.

The team’s success is 
partially due to the runners’ mo-
tivation and Coach Ray Elliot’s 
determination.  Elliot feels that 
the runners continue to motivate 
themselves, both as individu-
als and as a team.  “[Elliot] was 
there for us all the time, went out 
of his way for us, and put all his 
effort into the team,” said Junior 
runner Roy Barrientos.  Senior 
Cross Country runner, Cynthia 
Martinez, also added that Elliot 
made the advancement possible 
“by being on [the team] about 
our grades and training too.”

“For the girls it’s special be-
cause it’s the first time in school 
history [that they’ve advanced 
to the CIF-SS Finals].  For the 
boys it’s expected, not only from 
them, but from me,” said Elliot.  
The team had a mixed reaction 
to the advancement.  “Well I 
was surprised and excited to go, 
because [the team] can move 
on to State next round,” said 
Martinez.  Senior Cross Country 
runner, Ervin Romo, “knew [the 
team] would make it to the Finals 

and was happy for the girls.”  
Barrientos thought that the team 
“did a good job and [the results] 
reflected [their] hard work.”  
Junior runner, Alice Perez, was 
surprised because she did not 
think that the girls would make it.

El Rancho Principal, 
Julie Ellis, said that the Cross 
Country team’s ability to make 
it to CIF-SS Finals made her 
“really proud.”  Ellis believes 
that Elliot “is focused and very 
demanding.”  “I don’t think [El-
liot] ever asks anything of the 
kids that he wouldn’t be will-
ing to do himself,’ said Ellis.

Elliot hopes “the school 
lets [him] continue to coach 
Cross Country next year,” add-
ing that if he “wasn’t coaching 

Cross Country [he] wouldn’t re-
main at El Rancho High School.”  
Furthermore, Ellis said that the 
administration wanted Elliot 
“to get through his first year of 
[coaching] Varsity Basketball,” 
before deciding on whether or not 
he would coach Cross Country 
next year.  Ellis mentioned that 
Elliot will “sit down and have 
[a conversation], at the end of 
the basketball season, with the 
Athletics Director and the As-
sistant Principal of Business 
and Activities,” to decide  his 
future coaching assignment.

All of the interviewed 
Cross Country runners felt confi-
dent that the team would win both 
CIF-SS Final titles and move on 
to the CIF State Championships.  

“I think we can [win] if we work 
even harder and really want it,” 
said Perez.  Romo hopes that at 
the CIF-SS Finals, members of 
the team will “push each other and 
work as a group,” in order to win.

The Division I CIF-SS 
Finals will take place at Mount 
San Antonio College (Mt. SAC) 
on Saturday.  El Rancho will be 
racing against other schools in 
Division I some of which include: 
El Toro, Dana Hills, Arcadia, 
Trabuco Hills, and Royal.  If the 
Cross Country team succeeds in 
winning the girls’and boys’ CIF-
SS Finals, then they will move 
on to the CIF State Champion-
ships.  The Cross Country team 
invites all Dons to come out and 
support the team this Saturday.

vert the natives to Catholicism, 
moved the day to correspond 
with All Saints’ Day and All 
Souls’ Day (November 1 and 2).

Nowadays, people from 
Latin America and parts of North 
and Central America celebrate 
the Day of the Dead.  MEChA 
members chose to build the 
altar because they wanted to 
“showcase and share their cul-
tural traditions,” said Gerardo 
Correa, Sophomore Team his-
tory teacher and lead MEChA 
club advisor.The MEChA club 
invited El Rancho students to 
bring pictures of deceased family 
members and friends, along with 
fruit, sweet bread, incense, and 
sugar skulls, to decorate the altar.

MEChA built a similar 
altar last year, but it was not al-
lowed to be publicly displayed.  
English teacher and one of ME-
ChA club’s advisors, Jazmin 
Chavez, allowed the altar to be 

placed inside her classroom.
Correa noted that “the 

altars in Latin America are 
more elaborate and personal-
ized.”  “The altar here at the 
school is general,” Correa added.

The MEChA club will 
“definitely” build an altar next 
year, because they feel it is 

important for students “to par-
ticipate in cultural activities, 
regardless of nationality or cul-
tural traditions,” said Correa.

If you would like to join the 
MEChA club you can contact Mr. 
Correa in room B-105 or attend 
one of their meetings commonly 
held on Tuesdays in room H-3.

Will X-Country Team Cross the Finish Line?
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BY ROSARIO LOPEZ
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This year ERHS added 
many new members to its staff. 
Among them is Mr. Bradley 
Davis, the new band director. 
Davis is originally from Kokomo, 
Indiana, but he has been living in 
California for the past two years.

Mr. Davis happily mar-
ried to his wife, Kelly. He has 
no children yet. When he is 
not teaching, he likes to play 
the trumpet, basketball, travel 
with his wife, and listen to his 
favorite musician, Miles Davis. 

Music has been part of Da-
vis’ life ever since he joined the 
band and played the trumpet at 
Kokomo High School. Davis  be-
gan his career by assisting other 
band directors at Corona Del Mar 
High School in Newport Beach 
and Savanna High School in 
Anaheim, but now he takes on a 
much larger role of band director.

Already, Davis is deter-
mined to establish and ER jazz 
ensemble and make it one of the 
school’s premier programs. In 
addition, he has led our band in 
to a successful field season. The 
band persistently receives  top 
scores in all of their competi-

From Kokomo to
California, Davis
Covers the Miles

tion. The drumline and color 
guard teams’ upcoming winter 
seasons look very promising.

Davis says, “[I chose a 
career in music because] be-
ing a band director is fun. [Be-
sides], it gives me the chance 
to do what I love and it keeps 
me on my toes...also, it gives 
me the chance to give back.” 

Davis has become fond 
of the ER campus and says, “I 
like El Rancho, the students 
are nice, they are receptive and 
have potential. This could be a 
fantastic opportunity for growth.”

Freshman, Amy Lopez, 
says, “Mr. Davis is a cool 
guy and he’s fun.” Senior, 
Coby Ling, adds, “I like that 
he has a new approach on 
things and he’s a nice guy.”

Likewise, senior, Chris-
topher Cortez, says, “He has 
a lot of musical knowledge 
and he’s a cool person.” 

However, Davis does not 
consider himself a “cool” or a 
stringent person. He says, “it 
depends on the students and how 
relaxed they allow me to be and 
if they do the things that I ask.” 

BY JACQUELINE ESPINOZA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 
Tennis player, Brenda San-

tana, starts her senior year at the 
top of her game.  Santana has dem-
onstrated her will to succeed by 
keeping up her grades while play-
ing on the El Rancho tennis team.

Since her sophomore year, 
Santana has played solo.  This is 
her second year that Santana has 
been captain of the girls’ tennis 
team.  Battling on the tennis has 
been a trial for Santana.  She 
puts her all in every game she 
plays even when her arm hurts.

Recently Santana has 
developed tennis elbow, a con-
dition that causes pain in her 
arm.  Just like the name sug-
gests, tennis elbow usually forms 
after playing tennis for years.  

“I like meeting peo-
ple…playing tough…at the 
same time having fun,” San-
tana proclaims.  She enjoys the 
workout tennis has to offer.

As she continues to play 
her hardest in the sport, Santana 
still finds a way of maintaining 
a 3.8 grade point average.  Her 
favorite subjects include sci-
ence and, to no surprise, PE.

When she isn’t on the 
court, Santana enjoys talk-

ing on the phone.  She also 
likes shopping at Anchor Blue.  
When her business is to a 
minimum she watches movies 
at the Montebello Town Center.

In her spare time she 
watches her favorite televi-
sion show The Simpsons, or her 
favorite movie The Notebook.

During lunch at school 
Santana likes to “migrate” from 
group to group.  When she goes 
out she enjoys eating at In ‘n Out.

Santana also kicks a soc-
cer ball with her family once in 
awhile.  She proves time and 
time again that she enjoys a 
good workout.  She plans to get 
a Lexus after she turns eighteen 
on February fifth.  Santana’s 
eighteenth birthday is a road 
mark in her life.  Her senior 
year is very exciting for her.

Santana sees herself as 
very energetic and in some 
ways weird.   One thing that 
makes her feel weird is the fact 
that she enjoys doing chores.

She has been to various states 
such as New Mexico.  She has 
traveled to many cities through-
out California to visit family and 
to play against other tennis teams.

Among her friends she is 
very outgoing.  “She likes talk-
ing to people,” says Brittany 
Herrera, a fellow senior and ten-
nis player, “She can walk up to 
anyone and just talk.”  According 
to Herrera, Santana is nice, cool, 
and fun to hang around with.

Santana is a strong willed 
and talented person.  San-
tana is a hard person to beat 
when it comes to athleticism 
and academic successfulness.

The Perfect Balance of 
School and Sports

Whoops! 
Newspaper  Error...

In our last issue we inad-
vertently mispelled the name of 
our distinguished drama teacher, 
Mr. Wlasick. El Rodeo sincerely 
apologizes for the oversight.

 Mr. Davis relishes in his new position as El Rancho’s Band Director.

BY: ESTHER ACOSTA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Although the Dance Club, 
formerly known as the Hip 
Hop Club, had a rough start, 
because of their stubbornness, 
they maintain high spirits thanks 
to their advisor, Mrs. Picon.

Two El Rancho alumni, 
Paris Dickson and Brittany 
Thompson formed the dance club 
last year. Dickson and Thompson 
had a dream of starting something 
new and different for the school.

 Captain Alexandra 
Torres, sophomore, feels very 
proud and honored to be lead-
ing the club. She wants to 
inform the student body about 
the Dance Club’s meaning.

 “The Dance Club is 
more than just dancing; it’s 
something that inspires others to 
do something new and different. 
It is not just a ‘dance team,’ its 
different cultures coming to-
gether and showing others what 
they are capable of achieving,” 
Torres explained. In addition, the 
Dance Club offers its members a 
way to let out their frustrations.

The Dance Club aspires 
to achieve many goals this year. 
One of the clubs goals is to 
raise enough money in order to 
purchase new dance uniforms.    
They also want to compete 
with neighboring schools and 
be considered a legitimate club.

This year, the Dance 
Club expects to explore diverse 
dancing styles instead of just 
“Hip Hop”. The club plans to 
put together different dance 

moves from diverse cultures.
Junior, Latasha Marie 

Willis is currently a second year 
member of the Dance Club. Wil-
lis feels very confident and proud 
about being able to perform. She 
says, “I look forward to attending 
practice every day. Dancing gives 
me hope and helps me relive my 
stress. I just wish people could 
realize how much the Dance Club 
means to us.” Willis also hopes 
that more students try out for the 
Dance Club next year. She adds, 
“The Dance Club isn’t just for 
African Americans and we don’t 
want El Rancho to think that. In 

our Dance Club, we have differ-
ent styles, dance moves, and cul-
tures. This club is [for everyone].”

The Dance Club hopes 
to receive more acknowledg-
ment from their peers.  “We 
want others to respect us the 
way we respect them. It’s not 
just about going on stage and 
moving; it’s about dedication 
and hard work. We make up the 
moves and put our own style 
and taste into it,” Torres stated.

 The Dance Club would like 
to thank Mrs. Picon for always 
believing in them and for giving 
them a chance to prove to others 

what dance is all about. They 
would also like to thank Parris 
Dickson and Brittany Thompson 
for making the dream come true.

 This year the Dance Club 
consists of seventeen E.R. su-
dents, fifteen girls and two boys.  
They meet Monday through 
Thursday from 3:15 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  In order to participate in the 
Dance Club one must enjoy danc-
ing and be willing to learn new 
routines.  If you are interested 
in joining the club,  you should 
speak to Mrs. Picon or come to 
one of the after school practices. 
Help create a tradition that will 

Diverse Dance Routines Receive Recognition
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You would think that 
the only thing to worry about 
on the internet is online preda-
tors and hackers right?   Well 
think again.  Another threat-
ening problem has surfaced.

Street gangs are already a 
major threat to society and now 
they are using the internet at 
their disposal.  This new craze 
is called “Net Banging” and it 
consists of rival gangs insulting 
each other and publically honor-
ing fellow members for devious 
acts. It is turf wars, but online. 

The dead and imprisoned 
members are treated like heroes 
with the many congratulations 
they receive on their websites.  
The threats and violent comments 
on the internet are harmless from 
behind the screen of a computer, 
but they often leak onto the streets.

Pictures of members are 
posted up on websites with rags 
or hoods concealing their faces. 
Also, they are often showing gang 
signs and even holding firearms.  

The main fear for authori-
ties right now is that gangs will 
start using the internet as a source 
for recruitment. Gangs can in-
vite a person over the internet to 
something, like a party, and then 
initiate the person once he arrives.   

The websites that 
gangs operate on are numer-
ous sites including the ever 
so popular Myspace.com.  

Gangs use the famous 
website to allow people to en-
ter their profile and check out 
what their gang is all about.  
This kind of thing could appeal 
to the many “wannabes” who 
go on the websites and raise 
their hopes of joining the gang.

These gang websites have 
caused a lot of trouble, but they 
have also been beneficial to au-
thorities. Through this authorities 
have been able to monitor these 
websites closely and with it have 
caught many wanted members.  

Authorities are able to 
catch members because members 
arrogantly brag about their crimes 
online.  For example, a man was 
arrested and charged with assault 
because he put up a video of 
himself beating the alleged vic-
tim and boasting about it online.  
Another man posted pictures of 
himself, holding an AK-47 and 
when police searched his house 
they found fourteen more fire-
arms.  Future crimes were prob-
ably prevented because of this.

Whichever way you look 
at it, these websites are nothing 
but trouble and should not be vis-
ited.  Sure they help stop crimes, 
but they also help cause many of 
them.  Gang violence is not going 
to stop, but eliminating this factor 
makes a big difference in the issue.    
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BY AMBER MORALES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

How reliable are our internet sources? Many teachers recommend the use of search en-
gines and encyclopedias, such as the notorious Wikipedia, for research papers and projects. 

Wikipedia, marketed as a free online encyclopedia, permits users to cre-
ate their own pages on various subjects while being able to insert and edit their in-
formation onto the site. This causes the distribution of false information to students.

As a student, I have used Wikipedia before and can honestly vouch for the fact that the 
site often lacks in accurate content; however, I commend it for promoting diverse perspectives 
by allowing people from various ends of the educational spectrum to contribute ideas to the site. 

The site provided me with a quick and easy way to access information on the Salem Witch Trials. 
Luckily, the impaired information I received from Wikipedia had a minimal effect on my assignment.

In defense of the online encyclopedia, Wikipedia provides a list of changes made to every article in 
addition to every version of the article. Representatives of the website respond to criticisms by claiming 
that the editing base of Wikipedia is large enough that any factual errors made on the site are usually small. 

As small as the errors may be, representatives also admit that their sources often times con-
tain systematic bias, which frequently derives from the ardent contributions of a single user.

With bias attached to Wikipedia, how can students come to rely on it for providing an objec-
tive stance on their school research projects, or even their personal research? The trust quickly be-
comes absent. It is like reading a history book from the fifties where they told of only one perspective.

Wikipedia is not the only online source that students should question. Many of to-
day’s online sources contain factual errors, blunders that could cost students their grade. 

So never make the mistake of putting all your faith in one resource, even if you feel 
that it is reliable. Using multiple sources when researching help students avoid counterfeit de-
tails because the more information sources you acquire, the more accurate your facts will be.

Do not completely shun online sources because they are  easily accessible and tend to be timely; just make sure 
you check your facts before omitting anything in a research paper, report, or any other school related assignment. 

Gang 
Violence 

Goes High 
Tech

Wicked-Pedia: A Tale of Resource Reliability

“He Who Controls the Past, Controls the Future”*
BY CHRIS GALLIZZI

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

On November 7, 2006 the 
nation was struck with its’ civic 
duty to hopefully make a change 
in America. The question is, did 
the American people vote cor-
rectly or did they damn the future 
generation with obligated debt? 
With huge issues in this year’s 
election such as oil tax, an exit 
plan for the Iraqi War, and the 
needed money for more envi-
ronmental issues, political par-
ties collided against each other. 
Our beloved president telling 
the world “Democrats want the 
terrorists to win” and John Kerry 
calling our soldiers in Iraq “Un-
educated” is a pretty sad sight.

To top off some of the dra-
ma in the election, GOP (Grand 
Old Party/Republicans) Mike Fol-
ey was convicted for having ‘ex-
plicit’ conversations with a teen-
ager… Foley eventually resigned. 

In order for the GOP to 
fight against the fuming Demo-
cratic Party, they had to pull 
some strings. The first thing the 
American people heard two days 
before the elections was, “Sad-

dam Sentenced To Death.” Quite 
ironic huh? Saddam has been on 
trial for the past year and a half 
and  coincidently he finally gets a 
sentence…and of all sentences – 
death – it’s hilarious that Saddam 
is being tried for only 148 deaths 
that occurred about 20 years ago. 
President Bush is responsible 
for over 49,000 deaths to inno-
cent civilian mothers, fathers, 
and kids; but Bush is forgiven 
because those innocent lives 
are just ‘Collateral Damage’.

The major propositions in 
this year’s election for California 
were Prop 87, Prop 88, and Prop 
85. Prop 87 raises oil taxes to 
fund cleaner and a more sufficient 
forms of energy, diminishing de-
pendence on foreign oil. Prop 88 
taxes landowners $50 for every 
parcel of land they own, and the 
money raised would help fund 
public schools. Finally Prop 85 
would allow teenage daughters 
to get an abortion without con-
sent from a parent or guardian.

The overall result of the 
proposition race is that Prop 87 
did not pass (oil tax doesn’t go 
up), Prop 88 did not Pass (prop-
erty taxes do not increase), and 

Prop 85 did not pass (teenag-
ers do not have to get guardian 
consent to have an abortion).

Now that Democrats con-
trol the house seats with 15, it 
is speculated that the democrats 
will concentrate on getting U.S. 
soldiers out of Iraq. The resigna-
tion of Secretary of Defense Don-
ald Rumsfeld forces democrats to 

start from square  one. Overall the 
election was revolutionary with 
democrats taking charge of the 
house for the first time in 12 years. 

To everyone that voted 
“Thanks for making a dif-
ference” and to future voters 
“everyone has a voice, use it”.

*Title/quote from 
George Orwell’s 1984

 Fellow citizens of Pico Rivera cast their votes for the 2006 elections. 
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You would think that 
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on the internet is online preda-
tors and hackers right?   Well 
think again.  Another threat-
ening problem has surfaced.

Street gangs are already a 
major threat to society and now 
they are using the internet at 
their disposal.  This new craze 
is called “Net Banging” and it 
consists of rival gangs insulting 
each other and publically honor-
ing fellow members for devious 
acts. It is turf wars, but online. 

The dead and imprisoned 
members are treated like heroes 
with the many congratulations 
they receive on their websites.  
The threats and violent comments 
on the internet are harmless from 
behind the screen of a computer, 
but they often leak onto the streets.

Pictures of members are 
posted up on websites with rags 
or hoods concealing their faces. 
Also, they are often showing gang 
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The main fear for authori-
ties right now is that gangs will 
start using the internet as a source 
for recruitment. Gangs can in-
vite a person over the internet to 
something, like a party, and then 
initiate the person once he arrives.   

The websites that 
gangs operate on are numer-
ous sites including the ever 
so popular Myspace.com.  

Gangs use the famous 
website to allow people to en-
ter their profile and check out 
what their gang is all about.  
This kind of thing could appeal 
to the many “wannabes” who 
go on the websites and raise 
their hopes of joining the gang.

These gang websites have 
caused a lot of trouble, but they 
have also been beneficial to au-
thorities. Through this authorities 
have been able to monitor these 
websites closely and with it have 
caught many wanted members.  

Authorities are able to 
catch members because members 
arrogantly brag about their crimes 
online.  For example, a man was 
arrested and charged with assault 
because he put up a video of 
himself beating the alleged vic-
tim and boasting about it online.  
Another man posted pictures of 
himself, holding an AK-47 and 
when police searched his house 
they found fourteen more fire-
arms.  Future crimes were prob-
ably prevented because of this.

Whichever way you look 
at it, these websites are nothing 
but trouble and should not be vis-
ited.  Sure they help stop crimes, 
but they also help cause many of 
them.  Gang violence is not going 
to stop, but eliminating this factor 
makes a big difference in the issue.    
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Many students do not rec-
ognize professional athletes that 
have gone to their high school, 
but now most Dons have heard 
of a an athlete that has gradu-
ated from the Ranch; a gentleman 
by the name of Randy Flores.

Randy Flores was born 
on July 31, 1975 in Bellflower, 
California.  Flores entered El 
Rancho High School in 1990 
and graduated in 1993. Flores 
was very studious and was a 
member of the Academic Decath-
lon Team.  Not only did Flores 
graduate from high school, but he 
graduated from high school with 
honors, and with an G.P.A of 3.8. 

In addition to being a 
three year letterman in baseball, 
Flores was involved in vari-
ous other sports.  Flores played 
freshman football, freshman 
basketball, JV football, and 

BY JAZMIN DIAZ

          EL RODEO STAFF WRITER 
 

 From Cross Country to 
Water Polo, El Rancho has felt 
a swift change in coaching this 
year.  Now, the boy’s soccer team 
can be added to that list. Mr. Ge-
rardo Correa has enthusiastically 
accepted the position of head 
coach here at the Ranch. Mr. Cor-
rea is extremely active here on 
campus; he is one of the Sopho-
more Team teachers, Senior 
Class Advisor, and the M.E.Ch.A 
club advisor as well. Due to 
his over achievements here at 
the Ranch, we can all expect a 
great season led by Mr. Cor-
rea’s hard work and dedication

 Correa first got in-
volved with soccer by playing 
it as a child. Although he did 
not play soccer in high school, 
he loved following his favorite 
team Manchester United. Correa 
is an experienced coach. He has 
held many coaching positions 
at previous high schools that he 
has worked at.  “I have coached 
football, baseball and softball at 
Orange High,” says Correa.  With 
this much experience on Correa’s 
resume, it was a palpable decision 
for Mr. Picon to make. “The op-
portunity presented itself at the 
right time,” acknowledges Correa 
“and I am very thankful that Mr. 
Picon offered me the position.” 

 But what does Cor-
rea expect from the boys soccer 
team this year? “This year, I 
want to win league and have a 
great year,” stated Correa. Correa 
would love people to look at the 
E.R.H.S. soccer team as respect-
ful students who work hard on 
the field and in the classroom. 
Hopefully, our beloved Dons will 
be able to demolish their com-
petition and surpass last year’s 
success with Correa’s expert 
leadership abliies and dedication. 

varsity football his junior year.
The summer of Flores’s 

freshman year, he had a base-
ball coach by the name of Frank 
Llanes.  During the time Llanes 
worked with Flores, Llanes no-
ticed that his character was of 
the highest quality as well as 
his playing wise.  When Llanes 
saw Flores play a baseball game 
against eighteen year olds, he 
knew by Flores’s poise that he 
had an opportunity to become a 
professional baseball player.  At 
The Ranch, Flores was exclu-
sively a pitcher, and his nickname 
on the team was “Bulldog.”

After graduating from The 
Ranch, Flores went to USC in 
1994 and played college base-
ball there.  At USC, Flores held 
a record of forty-two wins, and 
pitched 484.1 innings.  Flores also 
held many pitching records that 
still stand as of today, November 
2006.  After graduating from 
USC in 1997, Flores played for 

the Texas Rangers as well as the 
Colorado Rockies.  Flores signed 
as a free agent with the St. Louis 
Cardinals on November 20, 2003.  

On the St. Louis Cardinals, 
Flores is number thirty-four, and 
is a left-hand relief specialist.  
Flores helped the Cardinals reach 
The World Series in 2006.  In The 

World Series, the St. Louis Cardi-
nals challenged the Detroit Tigers.  
The Detroit Tigers were favored 
to win, but they were defeated by 
the Cardinals four games to one.

Although Flores has only 
been in Major League Base-
ball for four years, he still has 
a long journey ahead of him. 

BY MICHAEL RENDON

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

After heartbreaking losses 
to Pioneer and Cal High, the Dons 
went on the road looking for an 
upset win over Santa Fe. But the 
Chiefs would not be denied of 
their sixth consecutive Del Rio 
League championship winning 
35-7, extending their league 
winning streak to thirty games.  

The first half was sparked 
by the Chief’s explosive of-
fense with some big plays by 
wide receiver Romeo Pellum. 
Quarterback Angel Molina and 
Pellum connected with a quick 
short pass that Pellum took 53 
yards for the games first touch-
down. On the ensuing drive, the 
Dons impressively drove down 
the field, but could not take it in 

Boys Soccer 
Team Gets a 
Kick Start

for the score as they were stuffed 
on the 1-yard line. The Chiefs 
followed with a 99 yard drive 
capped off by Pellum going 58 
yards on an end around for the 
touchdown. On the Dons next 
play, Miguel Garcia intercepted 
a Javier Hernandez pass, and 
took it 17 yards for the 21-0 lead.

In the second half, the 
Chiefs added two more touch-
downs to extend their lead to 
35-0. The Dons finally put some 
points on the board with an 83 
yard drive ending with Martin 
Mokay’s 1 yard touchdown run.

With this loss, the Dons 
finish the season 0-10. This 
marks the first winless sea-
son in the programs history.

“At the beginning of the 
year, as in every year, we are 
optimistic; we go into every 
game believing we are going to 
win. Unfortunately, many factors 
come into play: like experience 
versus inexperience, our debt or 
lack of debt, academics is proba-

bly the biggest factor because we 
lost a couple guys to academics. 
Injuries are another major factor 
because when they occur, you 
have to have substitutes ready 
to come in. We have to prepare 
Monday through Thursday, and 
be ready to play on Friday… 
and ultimately, I’d say there isn’t 
one particular reason we had the 
season we had,” stated Reyna

Coach Reyna expects to 
come back next year, but Reyna 
wants his players to be more 
committed, and to hit the weight 
room right after Christmas Break. 
“The long commitment is what 
brings these guys together,” 
said Coach Reyna of why 
they had the season they had,”

 Reyna had this to say about 
the commitment the players need. 
“Guys who hang in there make 
it better for everyone else, and 
that’s what makes football 
special. On the other hand, the 
long commitment is the major 
reason more guys don’t play.

The Experienced vs the Inexperienced

Don, Cardinal, & Champion

 The poor season was a shock to both players and coaches.

Randy Flores once a Don, then a Cardinal, now a champion.
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BY ANTHONY CHY

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

In an outstanding show-
case of skill and talent, the El 
Rancho Dons girls volleyball 
team masterfully defeated the La 
Serna Lancers in four sets, 25-19, 
15-25, 25-22, and 26-24. With 
the win, the Dons end league 
play with a 9-1 record, first in 
the Del Rio League, while La 
Serna finishes fourth. The game 
was action packed, with amazing 
scoring from both El Rancho and 
La Serna. El Rancho’s Megan 
Barr, the leading scorer of the 
game, accumulated twenty kills 
and six blocks over the course 
of the game. Also notable from 
El Rancho were Cindy Cortez, 
whom finished with eight kills 
and nine blocks, Vanessa Gon-
zalez, whom finished with nine 
kills and three blocks, and Aide 
Marquez, whom finished with a 
whopping 40 assists.  Although 
the game did not go the full five 
sets, it was still extremely close. 
La Serna’s defense and blockers 
did an exceptional job against El 
Rancho’s tremendous offense. 
But the Don’s would prove to be 
too much to handle for La Serna.

In the first set, there were 
a total of six ties and two lead 

changes. But this changed with 
the score at 9-9, when El Rancho 
proceeded on an 11-4 run. La Ser-
na did not give up though, cutting 
the Dons lead to 20-17. With only 
a three point advantage, El Ran-
cho secured the first set by win-
ning five of the next seven points. 

The second set went to the 
Lancers, who led from start to fin-
ish. The Lancers ended the second 
set on a high note, with a 7-2 run.

In the third and most vital 
set of the game, El Rancho would 
go on to win, but not without a 

fight. The set was tightly con-
tested 17-17, when the Dons 
handled the Lancers, and worked 
off a service error to win the set.

In the fourth and most 
exciting match of the set, there 
were a total of fourteen ties 
and three lead changes. The 
Dons trailed from the start, but 
were able to handle a four point 
deficit and win the set and game.

With this win, El Rancho 
gains their third consecutive 
league title. El Rancho entered 
top-seeded in playoff action. 

The Dons won their first game 
against Carpinteria in dominant 
fashion, 25-11, 25-23, and 25-14. 
As the score suggests, the game 
was a complete blowout on of-
fense and defense. In the second 
game of the playoffs however, 
the Dons struggled in their at-
temp to defeat Valencia, and 
thus were eliminated from the 
playoffs. Even though they lost, 
El Rancho’s varsity girls  vol-
leyball season was excellent and 
the playoff loss should not mar 
their amazing regular season.

  Junior Albert Toscano 
        Varsity Football

      Senior Cindy Orralas
             Cross Country

         Jason Zapien
          Cross Country

     Senior Aidee Marquez
                Volleyball

BY ROBERT GARAY

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

El Rancho’s Girl’s Varsity 
tennis team fought hard against 
their toughest opponent yet, La 
Serna High School. Although it 
had appeared to be El Rancho’s 
best game of tennis, it simply 
was not enough as they suffered 
an 11-7 loss to La Serna. El Ran-
cho won three singles and four 
doubles matches leading to a final 
score of seven. Senior Brenda 
Santana had done exceptionally 
well in defeating all of La Serna’s 
singles players which had never 
been previously done before. El 
Rancho’s current overall record is 
now 12 wins and two losses and 
their record in league is five wins 
and two losses. In this match up 
both teams were competing for 
first place in league and since La 
Serna won, El Rancho is now in 
competing in second place. “I’m 
proud to have put ourselves in 
this kind of position for the title” 
says head coach Mr. Henderson. 

This last week has shown 
some promise for the future. Mr. 
Henderson is sure that he’ll be 
able to take his team the whole 
way next year with the juniors 
that will compete the following 

year. CIF Finals competitions 
are expected to fierce with El 
Rancho and La Serna facing 
off once again. Perhaps one of 
the best years for El Rancho’s 
Girls Tennis Team’s accom-
plishments, can be credited to 
Coach Henderson for pushing 
his girls to their fullest potential.

Volleyball 
Team Falls 
in Second 

Round 

BY JAZMIN DIAZ

   EL RANCHO STAFF WRITER

Senior Diana Gutierrez fit 
all of the qualifications, she is: 
hard working, passionate, and 
talented on the tennis courts. 
Not only does she work hard 
on the courts, but Gutierrez con-
tinuously manages to conquer 
rigorous curriculum here at the 
Ranch. Gutierrez is involved in 
two different types of “Teams.” 
One consists of harsh physical 
tolls while the other consists 
of endless memorizations and 

lectures. Yet Gutierrez man-
ages to surpass them all them 
with flying colors. This is why 
Gutierrez was nominated for 
the award by Coach Henderson. 

“She is talented, works hard 
and always goes way and above 
preparing herself for games and 
college.” Replied Coach Hen-
derson when asked why he 
nominated Gutierrez. Gutierrez 
has an outstanding G.P.A. Her 
weighted G.P.A., is well above 
a 4.0. She hopes on attending 
the University of California San 
Diego next fall. She also plans on 
playing tennis for the U.C.S.D. 
Tritons. There,  Gutierrez will 
work hard towards perfection. 
Gutierrez has mastered the hard-
est part most athletes face today, 
time management. “It’s great how 
she can excel in athletics and in 
the classroom,” replied Mr. Zook 
when asked about Gutierrez.

Gutierrez was announced 
to be El Rancho’s Girls Athlete of 
the Month for the month of Sep-
tember. “I never expected to win 
this award,” confessed Gutierrez. 

Yet it is obvious why she 
was considered for the presti-
gious award. At the time, she 
possessed the best doubles team 
record here at the Ranch and 
ended league with an incred-
ible record of 24 wins and only 
6 losses. Gutierrez was one of 
the top contendors for the C.I.F. 
Title.  All that is left to say about 
this amazing young woman is 
congratulations and good luck. 

Intelligence and IntensityLady Dons 
Fall Out of
C.I.F. Hunt

Senior Stefany Sanchez returns the ball in hopes of a victory over the Valencia Tigers.

October 
Athletes of 
the Month

Senior Brenda Santana anxious-
ly  awaits the opponents serve.
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This coming April, Mrs. 
Epinoza will be taking the Cho-
raleers, Song and Dance, and 
Legacy of Men show choirs 
to New York for the Heritage 
Music Festival competition. 

 Mrs. Espinoza hopes that 
the students learn to “embrace 
other surroundings for new 
possibilities.” She feels that 
the students will get outside 
their normal routine and learn 
about real New York City life.

Mrs. Espinoza, who has 
been to New York many times, 
plans to meet with El Rancho’s 
very own class of 2000 vale-

dictorian, Jaime Mendez. 
After graduating in 2000, 

Mendez went on to graduate 
from Harvard, and now works 
on Wall Street in New York.  
He will tell the students about 
his perspectives on New York.  
He will also be conducting the 
choraleers in the competition. 

The students and Mrs. Es-

Choraleers Sing Their Way to 
New York

Dons Lend a Hand to 
Needy Families  

It’s that time of the year 
again-time to burst open the 
kitchen cabinet doors and gather 
as much as you can for El Ran-
cho’s annual Canned Food Drive. 
In the past, El Rancho students 
have exceeded the school’s ex-
pectations and have gathered 
plenty of canned foods to help 
Pico Rivera’s needy families 
throughout the holiday seasons.

The tradition here at El 
Rancho is simple: the class who 
contributes the most to this effort 
receives the most class competi-
tion points. Every third can is 
worth one hundred points, and 
meat products are worth double 
the amount. The food drive begun 
on November 6th and will provide 
nourishment for one hundred of 
Pico Rivera’s neediest families.

Many El Rancho stu-
dents have already begun to 
bring in cans, but aside from 
the drive, many have also par-
ticipated in similar efforts such 
as Trick-or-Treat For Hunger, 
in which different after-school 
clubs go out to local neighbor-
hoods and ask, door to door, 
for as much of the communi-
ties’ contributions as possible.

Although El Rancho takes 
much pride in this event, differ-
ent organizations throughout Pico 
Rivera have put together similar 
groups to help those in need dur-
ing the holidays. Rivera Park has 
been gathering up several volun-

teers throughout the city to help 
make Christmas baskets, which 
contain different kinds of canned 
foods and gifts, which have been 
donated by community members, 
to give out to the neediest families 
in Pico Rivera. WalMart has also 
been taking in donations of toys 
and goods for needy children.

Mr. Romero, ASB advisor 
and organizer of the canned-food 
drive says, “it’s changed a lot 
from last year, maybe people are 
waiting until the last minute.” He 
says that fewer cans have been 
brought in, estimating around one 
thousand pounds, a decrease from 
last year’s count. “Every year we 
beat out the last year, but I’m not 
so sure on how we’ll do this year.”

The class of 2009 is in the 
lead with the most donations thus 
far. Jackelin Hernandez says, 
“I think it’s great of our school 
to help out the needy families, 
it’s great to know [we’re] mak-
ing a family’s holidays better.”

El Rancho will continue 
to accept any donations until 
the drive is over. The objective 
is to provide for one hundred 
families throughout the city. 
Any contributions and dona-
tions are being asked for and 
will be gratefully appreciated.

Having a great holiday 
season will not only be the 
ultimate gift for those needy 
families in Pico Rivera, but 
also for those who helped the 
cause in making their holidays 
that much more memorable.

pinoza have begun fundraising by 
gathering sponsors and singing for 
businesses during the holidays.

Sophomore, Crystal Lo-
pez said she is, “most excited 
to see the memorial where the 
Twin Towers once stood.” Go-
ing to see the memorial has 
great sentimental value to her.  
She personally knows relatives 
of victims of the 9/11 attack.

Another student, sopho-
more, Jonathan Barron,  expressed 
the same excitement about seeing 
the Statue of Liberty. He wants 
to see “Lady Liberty because 
it is one of the most popular 
landmarks in New York City.”  

For many of the students, 
this will be the first time visit-
ing and experiencing a whole 
new world. Hopefully the 
students will show New York 
a taste of El Rancho and win 
first place in their competitions.

If students are interested 
in traveling, they can still au-
dition for the men’s group or 
be a production/stage hand.  
For more information see 
Mrs. Espinoza in room C-2.

BY STEPHANIE CHAVEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

After a long await, 
Advanced Drama vs. Begin-
ning Drama returns once 
more to the Little Theater. 

The first competition 
was on Tuesday, November 
7, during lunch, and followed 
all the way through Thursday.

Both teams faced off in 
a series of diverting competi-
tions, judged by Mrs. Marti-
nez, Mr. Hartman, and former 
drama students, Alfonzo 
Juarez, and Ezeqiel Valenzuela.

 Josh Gonzales, Adam 
Hernandez, Melissa Lagaspy, 
Andrew Chavez, and Cyn-
thia Olivia were the members 
of  the advanced drama team. 

 Sal Negron, Jonathan 
Sandoval, Carlos Figueroa, Kristy 
Rojas, and Jack Montiel, formed 
the beginning drama team.

 “It’s a showdown,” said 
Mr. Wlasick, the drama teacher.          

In their first competition, 
they played the famous sym-
phonies, rewind and taxi ride. 

Meanwhile, the audience 
snacked on hot cheetos with 

Too Much Drama

cheese, or ate raspados and en-
joyed a lunch full of laughter.

“They both did an awe-
some job,” said Liz Gon-
zales, a spectator, after  the 
“showdown” was over.

 Before going on stage, Sal 
Negron prayed for luck, and team 
member, Kristy Rojas, tried to 
make a connection with the audi-
ence so she did not feel nervous. 

Josh Gonzales, “one of 
the best in his years,” accord-
ing to Wlasick, returned this 
year without his buddy Alfonso 
Juarez. Gonzalez said, “this year 
has been ok, even though I don’t 
have Alfonso. [Now,] I have 
Adam, my new partner in crime.” 

After three days of 
laughs and anticipation, the 
beginning drama took the win. 

The advanced drama 
earned 143 points, loos-
ing by just one point. 

Adam Hernandez reflected 
on his experience and said, “I was 
really nervous about the Lunch 
Bag because it had been a while 
since I had been on stage; I was a 
little rusty. After it all ended I was 
satisfied that I got some laughs and 
that the advanced team did well.”

A Battle Between Advanced Drama 
and Beginning Drama.

Adam Hernandez, Josh Gonzalez, and Sal Negron, put their rivalry 
aside and pose for a picture before their performance in the Little 
Theater. 

Choraleers, Song and Dance, and Legacy of Men will travel to New 
York to perform at the Heritage Music Festival.

BY BIANCA ORTIZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

BY CARLOS HERNANDEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER
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With graduation just 
around the corner, many seniors 
begin to fear the expenditure of 
college tuition. However, there 
are many methods of acquir-
ing funds to help pay off some 
of the expenses for college. 

 Two of the best resources 
you can find are right here at El 
Rancho: one is your guidance 
counselor, Mrs. Espinoza and 
second is your college counselor, 
Mr. Ortiz. They can help you find 
local or regional scholarship pro-
grams that typically lack publica-
tion in scholarship books sold in 
bookstores. Annually, sponsors 
and organizations award thou-
sands of dollars in scholarships 
and grants to students. Many stu-
dents can find a scholarship suit-
able for him or her.  Researching 
online or in the scholarship books 
is a great way of discovering 
popular and unpopular ways 
of getting scholarships. While 
researching, you will find that 
there are scholarships acces-
sible for just about everything 
you can think of. Here are a 
few of the wackiest scholarships 
available throughout the nation.

All left-handed students, 
listen up! Left-handed scholar-
ships are one of the many wacky 
scholarship opportunities for 
physical attributes and a stu-
dent can receive up to $1,000.

Are you too short or too 
tall? Well, Tall Clubs Interna-
tional offers scholarships for 
women who are at least 5’10” 
and men who are at least 6’2.” 
The Billy Barty Foundation and 
Little People of America offer 
scholarships to students of short 
stature who are 4’10’’ or shorter.

Having a twin or triplet 
is cute, especially when it came 
to matching holiday outfits, 
clothes, backpacks and now 
matching tuition bills. The 
Southern California Mothers 
of Twins Club offers scholar-
ships to multiple birth students. 

Loyola University in Chi-
cago offers four-year scholar-
ships to catholic students with 
the last name Zolp. Loyola’s 

Zolp scholarship dates back to 
1977 and honors the Reverend 
William Zolp, a diocesan priest 
who attended the school. The 
North Carolina State University 
offers scholarships to students 
whose last name is Gatling or 
Gatlin. Out-of-state students can 
be granted up to $18,000. From 
A to Z, there are named-based 
scholarships and there is one 
with your name on it…literally.

Do you have a passion? 
Many places offer financial aid 
in exchange of a preview to your 
passion. The John Engman Poetry 
Scholarship and UC Berkeley of-
fer scholarships to students who 
enter a poetry contest. If your 
passion is the culinary arts, the 
Culinary Institute of America 
(CIA) gives you the chance to 
earn a $2,000 scholarship by 
entering a food-writing essay 
about a cooking experience.
  If you have asthma, 
grab your inhaler because the 
next scholarship will take your 
breath away! The American 
Academy of Allergy, Asthma 
and Immunology awards college 
scholarships to high school se-
niors with asthma. Asthma may 
be irregular or persistent, and ap-
plicants must provide a signature 
from a physician, counselor and 
parent to verify their condition.

For athletes, the National 
Milk Mustache “got milk?” 
campaign and USA Today, award 
a $7,500 college scholarship to 
outstanding high school senior 
athletes who enjoy drinking 
milk. Applicants are required to 
submit a 75-word description 
of how drinking milk is part 
of their daily life and training.

One of the most original 
contests is the annual “Stuck at 
the Prom” contests presented 
by Duck Duct Tape. In this 
contest, a couple must make 
their prom attire completely 
out of duct tape. Contestants 
send in pictures and the winners 
receive a $5,000 scholarship.

 Money is out there wait-
ing to pay for your tuition. All 
you need to do is to look for it.

Strange But True
Scholarships

Have you tapped all your resources for scholarship and grant ideas?

 In hopes of receiving a 
generous scholarship. students 
of the Senior Team class submit-
ted essays for an organization, 
formed by war veterans, known 
as “The Voice of Democracy.” 

 Bianca Ortiz, Coby Ling, 
Shreya Patel, Rachel Calderon-
Navarro, Danielle Duarte, Otto 
Gomez, Danielle Delira, Steven 
Vega, Jacob Sanchez, and Jer-
emy Vazquez were the recipients 
of the scholarship, which in-
cludes medals, and saving bonds. 

“I’m proud of all my stu-
dents and I’m especially proud of 
students who win awards for their 
writing because I feel writing is 
one of the most, if not the most, 
important means of communica-
tion; I am especially proud of Jer-
emy Vazquez because he won for 
his writing,” said Mr. Wlasick, 
Senior Team English teacher.

The medal was awarded 
in recognition of the students’ 
excellent essays and speeches. 
Students in third place received 
a $50 savings bond; students in 
second place received a $75 sav-
ings bond, and first place students 
received a $100 savings bond. 

“I couldn’t believe that I 
won; I was so overwhelmed. The 
savings bond that I am going to 
receive, I will use for college 
when it matures,” said Danielle 
Duarte. Jeremy Vazquez also 
says: “I was very surprised and 
I was glad that I have some 
money to use for college.”

The students were proud to 
know that they were selected by 
actual war veterans. “I was happy 
to see that my feelings about 
freedom’s challenge were appre-
ciated by the veterans,” says Ste-
ven Vega. Shreya Patel also said: 
“I can’t believe I actually won. I 
am glad that veterans accepted 
the idea I presented in my essay.”

Even though students were 

surprised to receive the award, 
they admitted to be pleased by 
their success. “I was happy be-
cause this was an honor that I 
really wanted to be part of,” said 
Coby Ling. Otto Gomez also 
admitted that he was “amazed 
that [he] won.” And although 
this is the first time Gomez has 
won a scholarship, this will 
“definitely not be the last one.” 

Danielle Delira also con-
fessed that she was exited to 
win; “it was like another class 
assignment,” she said. Rachel 
Calderon-Navarro also said that 
she “did not expect it, but it was 
an honor to earn the award.” 

Students who received 
first place gave a speech on 
their essays. “I was excited and 
nervous while presenting my 
speech,” said Bianca Ortiz, “but 
everyone was very supportive.” 

This event took place at the 
Veterans Memorial by Smith Park, 
on Saturday, November 11, in 
commemoration of Veterans Day. 

BY CARINA PADILLA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Veterans Reward Dons

Back row, from left to right: Jacob Sanchez, Coby Ling, Jeremy Vazquez, Otto Gomez and Steven Vega. Front row, 
from left to right: Danielle Duarte, Shreya Patel, Rachel Calderon-Navarro, Danille Delira, and Bianca Ortiz.

BY ROSARIO LOPEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Have you ever wondered 
how your pizza is made? Ever 
wondered how it stays warm 
and fresh? Sure, with delivery 
drivers, the simple thing to 
do would be to stick it in an 
electric bag, which would keep 
the pizza hot and preserve the 
greatness of every ingredient.

Nowadays, every pizza 
restaurant you go to guarantees 
freshness and quick service, and 
it is difficult to decide among 
the various places to choose 
from. Now there is a different 
approach to enjoying your fa-
vorite pizza: have it fire-roasted.

Redbrick Pizza, located in 
the Pico Rivera Towne Center, 
and in different cities through-
out Los Angeles, has captured 
the attention of many people 
in the city with its unique style 
of baking the pizza and its 
various other meals that are 
popular with customers as well.

With various foods, from 
their Meat Lovers Pizza to their 
critically acclaimed Chicken 
Caesar salad, Redbrick Pizza has  
to offer much more. The menu 
includes a widespread variety 
of pizzas, each with different 
toppings, to satisfy anyone’s 
likings; some of the most fa-
mous plates are the six different 
salads, which seem to be the 

second best selling entrees on the 
menu, calzone-styled sandwiches 
named fhazani’s, and their fa-
mous, made fresh daily, and 
Italian styled ice cream, gelato.

Aside from their outstand-
ing food and service, Redbrick 
Pizza has established its reputa-
tion from its attractive, café- 
looking restaurants, which con-
tain a miniature plasma television 
set at each booth and its Italian 
interior design that captivates 
customers on their first visit.

The most appraised thing 
that captures customers every 
time they visit, is the way their 
pizza is cooked. Unlike other piz-
za restaurants which cook their 
pizza in a timed rotating oven, 
Redbrick Pizza has established 
its name by doing one thing, and 
that is cooking their pizzas in an 
actual flame lit oven. Placed at 
670 degrees, the pizza is care-
fully tossed in and watched by an 
employee until fully cooked. The 
process takes about ten minutes, 
depending on the ingredients.

Redbrick Pizza is surely to 
become more known throughout 
Pico Rivera, and will surely bring 
in many more customers in no 
time. Several ER students have 
already endured on the restau-
rants attractive styles and tastes. 
It will more than likely step up to 
its competitors and prove that it 
is far more than an average pizza.

Pico’s Pizza Paradise

CARLOS HERNANDEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER
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Published in 1954, Lord of 

the Flies was the first and most 
memorable book written by Brit-
ish novelist William Golding.

Born in St. Columb Minor, 
Cornwall, England, Golding be-
gan writing at age seventeen.  He 
was a novelist, poet, and winner 
of the 1983 Nobel Prize of Litera-
ture.  In 1980, Golding won the 
Booker prize for literature for his 
novel Rites of Passage.  Golding 
passed away in 1993 leaving his 
modern classics for all to read.

Along with Lord of the 
Flies, Golding’s major works 
include The Inheritors, Pincher 
Martin, To the Ends of the Earth 
trilogy, Darkness Visible, and 
Rites of Passage.  Golding’s 
fiction is often allegorical and 
makes use of allusions to my-
thology, classical literature, 
and Christian symbolism.

Lord of the Flies is a 
dark story that deals with the 
controversial subject of human 
nature.  It is a story of the battle 

Book Review: Lord of the Flies

BY ANTHONY MORALES
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After playing one hella-

cious show just over one year 
ago in which power was cut, 
voices were raised and bad 
sportsmanship was evident, Iron 
Maiden returned to California 
Saturday October 21st to once 
again play an impressive show.

Supporting the British 
heavy metal band was the Ameri-
can based NU-METAL band 3 
inches of blood. Although the 
band was nothing more thAn 
an opener which heightened 
anticipation, they were neither 
my cup of tea nor the crowd’s.

As the opening act came to 
an end, mass chants of “Maiden! 
Maiden!” echoed through the 
sold out Verizon Wireless 
Amphitheatre. It was almost 
go time and Irvine was ready.

Just before the band took 
stage UFO’s “Doctor Doc-
tor” played through the P.A. 
system (as is tradition before 
the show) and everyone rose 
to their feet. The lights turned 
off and the suspenseful music 
played. The stage’s backdrop 
revealed a disastrous city 
and the show began. 

Eddie and the boys opened 
up their A Matter of Life and 
Death World Tour with the 
first track, “Different world”, 
off the new album. The band 
played their new material en-
thusiastically for the first time.

The stage was decorated 
according to the war theme 
of the album. Army decor hid 
monitors and was precisely 
played throughout the stage. 
Backdrops changed from song 
to song displaying intense pic-
tures and chilling images. Of 
course the best of the shows 

intense theme was yet to come.
Lead singer Bruce Dick-

inson was lively, energetic and 
amazing as usual. His voice was 
in fine tune bringing the music 
together nicely. As usual he 
brought his trademark attitude 
to give the show the proper 
kick in the arse it always has.

Founding member Steve 
Harris’s bass tone was very 
clean and pure. It was so precise 
and clean it stood out like a sore 
thumb in front of all the other in-
struments. I have never heard Har-
ris’ tone sound so amazing live.

The band played the new 
material perfectly with great tim-
ing and stayed in tune. In songs 
such as “The Reincarnation of 
Benjamin Breeg”, the guitars 
were tight and harmonized 
great. It was impressive to see 
such amazingly difficult songs 
performed great while also stay-
ing focused and producing such 
great stage presence. 

During the two hour set, 
Maiden played the A Matter of 
Life and Death album chrono-
logically in its entirety. This 
was the first time Maiden had 
ever played an entire album 
live and the crowds reaction 
was amazing. As the final song 
from the album came to an end, 
Dickinson closed stating “This 
is a matter of life…and Death.”

After the album was fin-
ished, Maiden kicked right into 
the classics playing such tunes 
as “Fear of The Dark” and “Two 
minutes to midnight”. Although 
Maiden played classics I would 
have preferred to have heard 
material from the later days such 
as Dance of Death and other 
neglected songs that are more 
astonishing than the typical hits.

During the song “Iron Maid-
en” the music suddenly stopped 
and the lights died except for the 
spotlight pointed at the back of 
the stage. A giant tank rose from 
the back and turned its enormous 
canon toward the crowd. The 
band kicked right back into the 
song as the audience went wild. 
The entire stage transformed into 
a tank as rotating treds popped out 
of the sides of the stage. Although 
this was quite  a surprise, during 
“The Evil That Men Do”, the 
notorious 14ft Eddie dressed in 
uniform came walking on stage 
once again riling up the crowd. 

As the night came to an end 
the band closed with its hit classic 
“Hallowed be thy name”.  It was 
a great closing song considering 
the fact it was a great sing along 
and full of energy. The show only 
ended with fans wanting more 
but lucky for us we can catch 
Maiden again next year on The 
Golden Years Tour summer 2008.

UP THE IRONS!

A Matter of 
Live and Death

“Road to Nowhere”
“In my photograph, I was trying to capture a road that 

looks like it leads to nowhere.  With the surrounding of nature. 
I was walking through the riverbed with this idea in mind. I 
didn’t think my picture would have such great and light values.”

-Cieanna Angelo

“My image was hard to capture because I was going for a more 
unusual looking picture of something random.  The asphalt mixes 
well with the water and got a mirror image of the basketball net.”

-Samantha Luevano

REFLECTION PHOTOGRAPHS- In this assignment, students 
were asked to create a photo composition that mirrored their subject.

Digital Photography 
Gets Creative

LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHS- Students learned about 
famous photographer Ansel Adams, who is best known for his 
black and white photographs of Yosemite and then set out on their 
own to capture the wide expanses of nature in Southern California.

between humanity’s inborn evil 
and society building reason.

The story begins with a 
large group of English boys 
finding themselves stranded on a 
deserted island.  One of the older 
boys, Ralph meets another nick-
named “Piggy.”  The children 
find that they must learn to govern 
themselves.  They obtain a conch, 
or more specifically the shell of 
a sea-dwelling mollusk, which 
they use as a symbol of order 
and a way to call for assemblies.

Ralph becomes the leader 
of the group of boys and begins to 
create rules with the indirect help 
of “Piggy,” who is constantly 
mocked and looked down upon.  
Ralph matures in the story to come 
to believe that rules are the most 
important things on the island.

Jack, an unmistakably pow-
er hungry choir leader, assumes 
the role of hunter.  He finds rules 
to be meaningless unless they ben-
efit his thirst to be leader.  As the 
story unfolds it is made clear that 
Jack and Ralph hate each other as 
they begin to fight for authority.

Many of the characters find 
themselves lost in a maze of con-
fusion that stretches their moral 
compasses to their limits.  Jack be-
gins to sway from Ralph’s coun-
cil and becomes his own leader, 
ignoring morality and logic.

 The younger children 
begin to see a beast in the for-
est which causes more problems 
other than already being trapped 
on the island, including a break in 
order and occurrences of death. 

The ABC show Lost paral-
lels to Lord of the Flies, where 

Jack, the doctor from Lost, is 
much like the character Ralph.  
In both stories a mysterious 
beast begins haunting the survi-
vors and the geography of the 
two islands are also identical.

Golding’s Lord of the Flies 
contains many allusions. The 
title of the novel is an allusion 
to the Hebrew name Beelzebub, 
“god of the fly” or “host of the 
fly.”  Many of the character’s 
names have hidden meanings as 

well.  Jack is Hebrew for one 
who takes over,” which he as-
sails to do in the story and Ralph 
is Anglo-Saxon for “council.”

Lord of the Flies contains 
vivid images of death and is a 
detailed example of men becom-
ing savage from the lack of rea-
son and intelligence.  Those who 
enjoy well thought out stories 
that don’t hold the reader’s hand 
and allow room for interpretation 
will likely enjoy Lord of the Flies.

“My reflection picture was basically an upshot of 
a building when I was walking to lunch with my mom 
in LA. I had to crop the picture and adjust the contrast.”

-Luis Guevara


