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BY MICHELLE GARCIA 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

For the first time in six 
years, El Rancho students did 
not meet the state’s API require-
ment. California schools are 
required to have a minimum 
API score of 560, and a yearly 
growth of at least 5%. At 676, 
El Rancho fell three points short 
of the necessary 5% growth.

Assistant Principal Mrs. 
Linares said, “I think our stu-
dents were prepared but there 
are things that we can improve.”

Prior to the last star 
test, API posters filled class-
rooms and hall ways. The “Got 
700?” slogan embodied the 
targeted score established by 
the El Rancho Administration. 

“When schools reach 
700 they receive recognition, 
so we were hoping to reach 
over that hump.” said Linares.

Although the state will not 
place a penalty on the school, 
the students and faculty remain 
disappointed. “It kills me that we 
did not make it.” says Linares.

Reaching 700 not only 
gives El Rancho state recogni-
tion but it also puts Dons ahead 
of their rivals, “We are re-
ally competitive” says Linares.

Due to El Rancho’s grow-
ing academic reputation 200 stu-
dents from other districts chose 
to enroll into ERUSD this year.

Students will not officially 
know El Rancho’s next API goal 
until next spring but Linares pre-
dicts it will be a growth of six 
points. Linares says El Rancho 
will reach its goal successfully 
because “we have more freshmen 
starting off in Algebra and Biol-
ogy.” In the past years E.R. fresh-
men began in lower classes such 
as Earth Science and Pre- Algebra. 

Since the entire school 
district is showing improve-
ment throughout schools in 
Pico Rivera, maybe 700 is not 

too far from the Ranch’s reach.  

Freshmen Receive the Royal Treatment

Record Turn Out for College Night 

BY THOMAS MEDINA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

On August 30th, the fresh-
men at El Rancho High School 
were treated to their very own 
freshman only first day of school. 
The 921 new freshmen were 
treated to a Pep Rally and pizza 
on their modified day. Also, many 
of the clubs and teams on El 
Rancho’s campus were present 
to try and recruit new members. 

“It’s important to get as 
many freshmen as we can,” said 
Carlos Manzano, president of the 
Model United Nations club, “that 
was by the time they’re seniors, 
they already know everything that 
is going on.” This was only one 
part of a much larger plan to help 
instill more school spirit and pride 
in future generations of Dons. 
Over the past few years there has 
been a steady decline in school 
participation and pride. One of 
the ways the school attempted to 
curtail (this way) by increasing 
the competition between classes, 
but that was not, apparently, 
having a strong enough effect. 

Among other things, the 
freshmen were offered a special 
discounted Spirit Pack which 

contained all the necessities. 
The pack contained PE clothes, 
their ASB card and a ticket to a 
dance. Additionally, all freshmen 
received a free planner to help 
them start off high school orga-
nized. This offer was only for the 
class of 2010, other students had 
to buy all the items separately. 

Another one of the things 
given to all freshman students 
was a copy of the school’s Alma 
Mater. Many people have com-
mented that the only people who 
seem to know the Alma Mater are 
varsity athletes; however, varsity 
athletes only make up a small per-
centage of the school population.  

Some of the upper class-
men feel that this treatment is not 
right. A junior, who requested to 
remain anonymous, exclaimed 
“It’s not fair that they are giv-
ing freshmen special things and 
they won’t even allow us to go 
out for lunch. I think they have 
given up on the rest of us and 
only care about the freshmen.”

Some administration dis-
agree that the school is neglect-
ing the other grade levels. As-
sistant Principal of Curriculum 
Pricilla Linares said, “This has 
nothing to do with one grade 
being special. This change is in 
order to save students from go-

ing to Salazar. Our experience 
shows that it is easier to change 
a smaller group, and then try 
to change the larger group.” 

We are trying to keep as 
many students as possible out 
of “Salazar.” Indeed, many of 
the staff hopes that by teach-
ing the freshmen school pride 
it will catch on with other 
classes. They believe that if all 
the freshmen are following the 
rules, wearing their ID’s and par-
ticipating in school events, other 
grades will try and do the same.

One enormous reason for 
trying to increase school pride 
is to try and raise standardized 
test scores. Students who have 
more pride in the school are 
much more likely to attempt to 
do their best on the test and thus, 
raise the school’s API score. This 
freshmen class shows a lot of 
promise in the academic areas. 
This year has the largest num-
ber of entering freshmen taking 
biology and algebra rather than 
earth science and pre-algebra.

Overall, the administra-
tion is confident that this new 
plan of action will be success-
ful in instilling school pride in 
students in the upcoming years.
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Good Bye Junk Food...
Learn the facts about  the 
ban on junk food on campus. 

El Rancho Dons 
Falls Short of 

API Goal  
BY MICHELLE GARCIA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER 

At El Rancho’s annual 
college night, a record turnout 
of 200 prospective college stu-
dents and their parents filled 
the gymnasium to pick up 
pamphlets and garner informa-
tion from over fifty colleges.

 “It was the largest turn 
out we have had in a few years 
because a lot of teachers encour-
aged their students to come,” 
said College Advisor Mr. Ortiz.

There were over fifty col-
leges in attendance. Some of 
the colleges present included: 
Azusa Pacific University, which 
is the largest Christian univer-
sity on the west coast, Stanford 
University, FIDM Institution 
of Design and Merchandise, 
UC Santa Barbra, and Rio 
Hondo Community College.

Senior Steven Vega says 
“This is my first time coming 
to college night and it seems 
very informative.”  Each col-
lege booth offered students 
informational brochures and 
pamphlets about their school. 

Meeting with various 
college representatives and 
admissions advisors from pri-
vate universities, UC’s, Cal 
States, community colleges, 
and military institutions “It is 
very important” and beneficial 
to high school students said Se-
nior Counselor Mrs. Espinoza.

Mrs. Espinoza was ex-
tremely pleased with all the 
students who attended, saying it 
was the “best turn out we’ve ever 
had.” This is in large part due to 
the new scholarship program led 
by Rio Hondo Community Col-
lege, which rewards students who 
attend college night and other ac-

tivities with $1,000 at graduation. 
This motivation will cer-

tainly increase the number of 
students who attend college 
night in the years to come. El 
Rancho underclassmen now  
understand the importance of 
attending college night and 
any other collegial activities. 

Senior Navjot Kaur receives information about Stanford University at ER’s College Night.
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BY ROBERT PRIETO

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

As many Dons are aware, 
El Rancho has a newly appointed 
ninth grade dean, but many re-
main in the dark about exactly 
who he may be.  Ray Chacon, 37, 
did not pass up the opportunity 
when he was offered the position 
of El Rancho dean. Our princi-
pal, Ms. Julie Ellis said she was 
“impressed” with Mr. Chacon’s 
“energy, enthusiasm, and genu-
ineness.”  “I could tell that he 
really cared for the kids,” said 
Ms. Ellis, when asked about her 
first impression of Mr. Chacon.
        Mr. Chacon grew up in 
Los Nietos. As a teenager, he 
attended Pioneer High School, 
so he is no stranger to the Pico 
Rivera area.  After completing 
high school, Chacon enrolled 
in Cal State L.A. where he 
majored in English and earned 
his Bachelor’s degree.  Prior to 
working at El Rancho, Chacon 
worked at Los Nietos Middle 

Chacon Strives for a Balanced Approach

School for eight years as a teach-
er and the English Department 
Chair, among other positions.
        “I like the staff and students 
here at El Rancho, because they 
are very respectful and friendly,” 
Chacon said.   “I want to see the 
class of 2010 through and have 
them be the best, and after that 
who knows.”  Chacon is certain 

that he will do his best to get the 
tardy students to arrive on time, 
because he believes that being 
punctual is “only the battle.”
        Currently, Chacon is work-
ing on earning his Educational 
Doctorate at Azusa Pacific, and 
remains focused on his studies 
and career.  When asked if he had 
a girlfriend Chacon jokingly said, 

“Yea...my Harley.”  In his spare 
time, Chacon likes to practice 
the Korean martial art Hapkido.  
Hapkido is a superior defensive 
fighting style, which includes a  
variety of arm and leg joint locks, 
weapon techniques, throws, 
kicks, hits, and nerve pressure 
techniques.  He also enjoys rid-
ing his Harley Davidson mo-
torcycle, and watching football.
        Chacon will continue to stay 
“somewhere in the middle” when 
it comes to being strict.  He said 
he has a “big bark and bite” and is 
not afraid to use them.  He would 
like to remain “fair but firm” and 
will do his best not to be strict 
unless he has to be.  Dons, espe-
cially the class of 2010, can look 
to a brighter future with Chacon, 
because he wants students to be 
involved and realize that their fu-
tures start here and now.  Chacon 
advises all Dons to respect them-
selves and others, and encourages 
them to say “please” and “thank 
you,” because those three words 
can take a person far in life.

Chacon is dedicated to his new job and hopes to help the class of 
2010 be the best El Rancho class ever.

BY CARINA PADILLA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 
 Last year, Ms. Oase, 

originally from Kansas, came to 
El Rancho to teach world his-
tory; this year, she is the new 
European history teacher for 
Sophomore Team. 

Oase went to high school in 
New Mexico, but came to Cali-
fornia after receiving a scholar-
ship from Whittier College. She 
recently graduated with her mas-
ter’s degree from Claremont Uni-
versity. She thought about return-
ing to New Mexico, but decided 
to stay on the west coast. “I love it 
here; the people, the environment 
and the spirit,” says Oase. After 
working at El Rancho during 
the summer, she agreed to take 
over for the A.P. European His-
tory section of Sophomore Team.

 “I expect a good year, 
hard work from [students and my-
self], and I also have a lot of fun 
activities planned,” says Oase. 
Furthermore, her academic goals 
for this year are “to improve [stu-
dent’s] writing skills, it is a very 
important part of education. Oase 
also wants “to make students 
aware of the college process.”

Oase is excited about teach-
ing Sophomore Team. “It’s cool 
that you can relate English and 
history, since it leads to in-depth 
thinking; two teachers with dif-
ferent styles of teaching is also 
interesting because you can get 
the best from both worlds,” says 
Oase. Mrs. Zeko, the sophomore 
English team teacher says, “Ms. 
Oase seems very nice. I’m looking 
forward to getting to know her.” 

 Besides having an 
interesting job, Oase also has 
interesting hobbies. “I am into 
art,” she says, “I like to visit 
museums in L.A.” As a college 
student, Oase studied abroad; she 
went to Rome and worked in a 
museum. In addition to her love 
for art and travel, she is also “into 
something called Spoken Word, 
which is poetry with a beat; it is 
an underground kind of thing.” 

 At the moment, Oase 
is not married, but has a boy-
friend who she plans to marry; 
but first, she plans to continue 
as a teacher at El Rancho. “I 
love this school. I am definitely 

staying here,” promises Oase.                 

Ms. Oase 
Takes One 

for the 
Team

BY: ESTHER ACOSTA

EL RANCHO STAFF WRITER

 Are you looking for a 
tall, sweet, and cute guy? Then 
Alex Salinas is your man. He’s 
a fourteen year old freshman here 
at El Rancho, and yes ladies, he’s 
single. His main focus this year is 
school and basketball. “I like all 
type of sports but my favorite one 
is basketball. My dad would al-
ways play with me and coach me 
when I was young. He (my dad) 
inspired me to be successful as a 
basketball player and that’s why I 
decided to join basketball here at 
the ‘The Ranch.’ It’s my passion.”

While Salinas anxiously 
awaits the start of El Rancho’s 
basketball season, he is keep-
ing in shape by participating in 
football. The thing that Salinas 
likes the most about being on 
the freshman football team is his 
teammates. “They’re cool guys to 
be with, especially around prac-
tice. Whenever we play a game 
we make sure we leave with our 
head held high, showing what 
a true team is all about, team 
work.”   The first day 
of school, Salinas was more 
excited than nervous. “I wanted 

Mr. Irresistable: 
 Freshman, Alex Salinas 

to live the life of high school 
students and meet new teach-
ers and friends. I also wanted 
to join different extra curricular 
activities that El Rancho offers.”

 Even though Salinas is a 
freshman, he has high expecta-
tions for himself throughout his 
high school years. He wants to 
go to Cal-State Fullerton and 
become a satellite engineer.

 “I chose that college be-
cause my older sister is currently 
enrolled there and I can picture 
myself being there. I’ve visited 
Fullerton quite a few times and I 
really enjoy being at the campus 
but most of all, I like the people 
there. They are all cool people.” 

Not only is Salinas athletic, 
but he’s also very smart. He grad-
uated from Rivera Middle School 
with Principal Honors. When 
asked what he likes about El Ran-
cho, Salinas replied, “I like it be-
cause there’s a lot of girls and be-
cause there’s many different types 
of people here at the school.”

 On his spare time Salinas 
likes to go to the movies and just 
“kick it” with his friends. Just 
remember Alex Salinas might 
be shy but once you get to know 
him, he’s “Simply Irresistible.”  

BY MICHAEL RENDON

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

This week marks the 25th 
anniversary of Banned Book 
Week; and exactly a year ago, 
El Rancho librarian Mrs. Jean 
Chodos put out a list of books 
that have been removed from 
some libraries and schools. This 
September, the American Library 
Association has put out a new list 
of books that have been removed 
from libraries and schools. The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 
The Catcher in the Rye, To Kill 
a Mockingbird, the entire Harry 
Potter series, and even Little Red 
Riding Hood make the list. A 
number of other books have been 
removed because of what was said 
to be provocative pictures, explic-
it language, or controversial ideas.

 These books have 
been challenged by individu-
als to be banned from some 
libraries and schools. There 
have been over 8,700 books 
challenged since 1990. Many 
books that are challenged are 
overruled, and so the books re-
main in libraries and schools.

 Every book on this 
list has been pulled for vari-
ous reasons. The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, The Catcher 
in the Rye, To Kill a Mocking-
bird, Garfield: His Nine Lives, 
and Merriam-Webster’s Col-
legiate Dictionary have each 
been removed because of what 
some people consider either 
racist or offensive language.

Other books such as Anne 
Frank: The Diary of a Young 
Girl, and The Handmaid’s Tale 
were pulled because they are said 
to be sexually explicit. An el-
ementary school comic, The Ad-
ventures of Captain Underpants, 
was removed because people 

Forbidden Books
September 23-30 Marks 25th

 Anniversary of Banned Book Week

say it causes unruly behavior. 
Even Little Red Riding Hood was 
pulled because there was a wine 
bottle in the basket for grandma.

“Students should have free 
choice in deciding what they want 
to read. How can you decide what 
you think about certain things if 
someone else is telling you what 
you can and cannot read,” says 
Mrs. Chodos. Although Mrs. 
Chodos has not been asked to 
pull a book from the library, she 
does keep books that have glori-
fied violence, out of the library. 

Students cannot think 
for themselves if they can’t 
read what they want. By set-
ting limits, students will have 
limited potential, but most im-
portant of all, banning books 
makes speech less of a freedom.
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Jane Lopez, El Rancho 
cafeteria manager, says, “This 
ban will not affect the caf-
eteria income since they will 
continue to sell items such as 
Gatorades, baked items, gra-
nola bars and cheese n’ crackers.”

Lopez says, “It’s the respon-
sibility of parents and grandpar-
ents [to monitor] what the children 
eat at home” and that at school, 
healthy foods should be sold.

As for the soda machines: 
Adrian Ayala, Assistant Prin-
cipal of Activities says that the 
machines are to be removed as 
of October 1st. “The ban does not 
include water and juice.” Accord-
ing to Ayala, “The money made 
from the soda machines went 
to the Associated Student Body 

BY ALFRED ARMENDARIZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER   
   
 This year the proposed 

California schools junk food 
ban (bills SB 12 and SB 965) 
are beginning to be put into 
affect. For the past couple of 
years, the bill has only been 
discussed. This year, students 
will notice changes on campus.

The El Rancho cafeteria 
will be replacing all their fried 
chips with healthier baked chips 
and all drinks with 100% juice.

The junk food and soda 
bans officially go into affect by 
July 2007. SB 965,  bans sodas 
and sweetened drinks sold on 
campus. Half of the sweet-
ened drinks must be banned by 
July 2007 . But all the banned 
drinks are to be removed 
from campus by July 2009.

Most El Rancho students 
interviewed were not in favor 
of the new junk food bans be-
cause the ban limits their food 
choices; the staff, on the other 
hand, favors the bills because 
healthier choices are available 
for the students to make. The bans 
also might help to limit the grow-
ing rate of obesity in children. 

and [was] used for scholarships 
given to graduating seniors.”

Ayala also says that candy 
sales for clubs are no longer 
permitted on campus. Other 
methods (such as car washes 
and raffles) of fund-raising are 
permitted though as long as they 
continue to follow the guide-
lines set by the school board.

Regarding cafeteria in-
come: Ayala says, “Food service 
is its own entity and there is no 
profit connected to the school.”

Are the students and 
staff in favor of the bills?

To review the full text 
of SB 12 and/or SB 965 visit 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/
bilinfo.html and type in the Bill 

Say Goodbye to Junk Foods?

BY: AMBER MORALES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Last March, thousands of 
Latinos took part in immigration 
protests in which they voiced 
their desire to be politically in-
volved and to be considered ac-
tive citizens of the United States. 

The conviction with which 
these protests were carried out 
filled the nation with the prom-
ise of many new Latino voters 
in the near future. Some protes-
tors even assured, “Today We 
March, Tomorrow We Vote.” 

Unfortunately, the in-
crease in Latino voters has yet 
to be seen. Some may ask, “If 
Latinos had wanted to be part of 
our country so much, wouldn’t 
they at least register to vote 
so they can make a difference 
in the country they’re fighting 
to stay in?” A question which 
is both thoughtful and valid. 

One article titled “No 
Sign of Surge in Latino Vot-
ers” by Michael R. Blood and 
Peter Prengaman in the Whit-
tier Daily News attributes the 
lack of Latino voters partly to 
the fact that not many Latinos 
have enough political experience 
and tend to lack voter registra-
tion motivation, which are both 
needed to spark the desire to 
vote. So I propose that we, the 
youth and future of America, 
wise up in the field of politics. 

Some students at El Ran-
cho have already formed their 
own opinions about today’s 
politics. According to senior 
Ernestina Grijalva, “Politicians 
are unfair and don’t think of 
anything but government profit.” 
And junior Ricardo Prieto feels, 
“People spend too much time 
complaining about politics 
but fail to make a difference.” 

Just because most of us 
aren’t old enough to vote yet, it 
doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t 
at least be aware of what is going 
on in our nation’s government, 
especially since decisions made 
today will most likely affect us 
in the future. This is not to say 
that you must become a radical 
political activist or watch every 
minute of CNN, but simply that 
you should not neglect your 
right as an American to be curi-
ous and to inquire about what 
our political leaders stand for 
and what you as an individual 
can do to make a difference. 

If we start educating our-
selves now, it might prompt more 
of us to take voting seriously and 
in the upcoming years, America 
will finally see that surge in La-
tino voters it had been promised. 

So show adults that Laguna 
Beach is not the only thing on your 
mind and that Americans need not 
weep for the future of America by 
embracing political awareness.

Today We Learn,
Tomorrow We Vote

    
 On August 28, 2005 a 
category 3 hurricane entered the 
Gulf of Mexico at approximately 
125 mph, within minutes the hurri-
cane morphed into a 200 mph cat-
egory 5 smashing into the south-
ern region of the United States 
that would soon be the costliest 
natural disaster in U.S. history.

 The following day brought 
a new surprise that drove the 
South into an even bigger di-
lemma; Hurricane Katrina 
bombarded Louisiana, and Mis-
sissippi with a category 4 storm 
with speeds up to 150 mph. No 
one was prepared to handle the 
magnitude of the situation. With 
over 1.4 million families home-
less, 2000 deaths and 80 billion 
dollars worth of damage, the 
million families homeless, 200 
deaths, and 80 billion dollars 
worth of damage, the amount of 
time needed to clean up the di-
saster and rebuild society in the 
south seemed hopeless; and hope 
was lost when the citizens of the 
South felt neglected and discrimi-
nated against by their govern-
ment. The flaws and procedures 
of FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) were also 
in question due to the fact that 
weeks were needed to get food 
and water to New Orleans; also 
in speculation was the resign of 
Mike Brown (the head of FEMA) 

August 29th:
The Day America 

Drowned
BY CHRIS GALLIZZI                

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER three days after the hurricane hit. 
The Bush administration also 
sought over 105 billion dollars 
to rebuild the South but only 
was given 60 billion. The money 
it-self in many ways has been 
criticized by US citizens as be-
ing spent wrong and immaturely, 
for example, as trailers were 
purchased to temporarily house 
the survivors yet only 100,000 
out of 1 million people received 
this luxury. A key issue in the 
handling of Hurricane Katrina 
was the durability and structure 
of the levee system that helped 
retain and control flooding in the 
New Orleans area; the U.S. Army 
Corps admits to building a levee 
system that never met regulations 
according to height and material.

The use of donations and 
volunteers to help the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina has been an ex-
treme example of unity; with over 
900,000 hours of volunteering by 
different organizations for exam-
ple the Red Cross, The Salvation 
Army and other nation wide char-
ity groups; over 4.25 billion dol-
lars of donations were collected 
by the public, and 409 million 
dollars from corporate donors. 
Everyday more and more people 
donate to the struggle of survival 
form money, time, clothes, and 
books. To this day the south is 
rebuilding itself at a rate that can 
only be judged by its citizens.

The “Beat”
What Do You Think About

 the New El Rancho ID Tags?

“I think it‘s a good 
thing because  we wont have 
people that don’t belong to 
the school coming in.”

-Art Ortega

“I think they should 
be even bigger. They 
should be half the size of 
the person’s face. I think 
the students should have 
fun with the IDs, put it on 
a “phat” chain. You know, 
“Bling it out.” 

-Mr. Diaz, Teacher

“It’s overkill.”
-Crispin Torres,
Senior
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BY DAVID TORRES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Even though the track 
team lost their victorious coach 
Mr. Ray Elliot, they will have 
another coach who is no novice 
to the sport, Mr. Tirrell Wynn.

 Wynn, who is familiar  
with the sport, coached track 
for two years at Fullerton Jr. 
College. While in Fullerton, 
he was also substitute teacher.

His last year coaching in 
Fullerton College was “pretty 
good,” Wynn says. Last year, 
Fullerton’s women track team 
lost their first meet; however, 
they turned things around by win-
ning their conference. His men’s 
team was not far behind and 
even though they didn’t win their 
conference, they had a rebuild-
ing year which was just as good.

Coach Wynn also has 
experience in track because he 
was in his school’s varsity track 
team for his four years there. 
While in high school, Wynn also 
participated in wrestling and 
football his freshman year, and 
cross country his senior year.

Senior and returning cap-
tain, Mayra Ramos said, “Wynn 
seems like a good coach and 
he was also a decathlete, which 
is something very hard to ac-
complis.” She expects Wynn to 
take them to another league title 
because this is an important tradi-
tion for the track team. She wishes 
to stay as captain this season but, 
only if Wynn decides that she is 
fit for the spot. Ramos also wants 
to lead by example because she 
is a returnee and hopes that her 
experience will benefit the team.

Also, senior returnee, Cyn-
thia Cortes thought that this new 
coach was a “cool guy.” She’s 
heard that he used to be a de-
cathlete and that is a tough thing 
to accomplish. Cortes expects 

Wynn to bring many good things 
to the team because he has a lot of 
experience in the sport of track. 
Cortes believes that with the 
help of their new coach, they will 
still be able to take league title 
like they have these past years.

Coach  Wynn has 
these words for his team, 
“Always stay positive and 
be prepared to improve.” 

Wynn Takes 
Over a Winning 

Program
BY DAVID TORRES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER 
 
The El Rancho girl tennis 

team is off to great start. Currently, 
they are undefeated with a league 
record of 7-0. They will begin 
regular league play on Thursday, 
September 28 against La Serna. 

Coach Henderson said, “I 
am very happy with my team this 
year.” He also said, “This year we 
have an entire team of returnees.” 
The team of returning members 
took third place last year in the 
Del Rio League; Hopefully, they 
will take first place if they play as 
good as they did during preseason. 

Coach Henderson said, 
“This team is the smartest 
team I have ever coached and 
their strengths are their strate-
gies.” He also said, “We need 
to improve in our footwork.” 

Coach Henderson said 
that the team has “dominated”  
the preseason and have started 
against Valley Christian High 
School, who beat them last 
year, but failed to do so this 
year. Henderson hopes to domi-
nate league and to take CIF. 

At this point, there have 
been three outstanding players. 
For singles, senior Alejandra 
Altamirano and for doubles, se-
nior Diana Gutierrez and junior 
Brittany Herrera.  Ali, as Al-
tamirano likes to be called, said, 
“This team is pretty cool and 
very hardworking.” As leader of 
the singles team she thinks they 
need to improve their placement, 
and in the future, she expects to 
play tennis at the college level. 

The doubles team of Guti-

errez and Herrera think, “The 
team has improved a lot since 
last year and it is possible for 
us to take league.” They believe 
that their strategy needs im-
provement and they must play 
smarter tennis. Their goals for 
this year are winning league be-
cause they believe they have to. 

The tennis team has 
just started their long journey 
and it is up to their skills to 
determine how far they are 
going to go in league play.    

Lady Dons Post Perfect Preseason 

Pringle, a Chip off the Old Block

Brenda Santana practices to help maintain  tennis’ record of 7-0.

For the past several years, the boys water polo team and the swim team, has been 
coached by Mr. Joel Francisco. He has helped the teams grow and become successful by run-
ning excruciating morning practices and long afternoon practices. This year, the other man 
behind the scenes has big shoes to fill. Coach John Pringle became the head coach this sum-
mer, after a year of acting as assistant head coach. So far, he seems to fit the shoes quite nicely. 

Pringle has plenty of experience in swimming. In his high school years at Montebello, he was 
on the varsity swim team. Then, he moved onto coaching for Temple City. What is Pringle look-
ing forward to this season? Well, let us just say he is full of nothing but high expectations. He plans 
to lead the varsity swim team to a league championship and a strong finish in C.I.F.  As for the wa-
ter polo team, he plans on making them stronger swimmers as well as teaching them great plays. 

Current water polo team captain, Juan Lopez, expects good things this season. He hopes Pringle will 
make it possible for this season to be full of “many winning memories.” Senior Christian Nunez also expects 
a lot out of this season and their new coach. He expects Pringle to pave the way toward a successful season, 
especially when it comes time to take on the Whittier Cardinals. Nunez says it is possible to beat Whittier this 
year because of Pringles’ experience and the team’s hard work. “Pringle has a lot to offer the team,” says Nunez. 

BY JAZMIN DIAZ, EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 Jumping over hurdles is just a 
day in the life for senior Brianne 
Rodriguez.
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Lady Dons Post Perfect Preseason 

Pringle, a Chip off the Old Block

BY MATHEW FIGUEROA

EL RANCHO CONTRIBUTOR

 It was the bottom of 
the ninth, the Padres leading the 
Dodgers 9-5. At this time anyone 
back at home would have prob-
ably turned the television off.  
When you are at the game though 
you have a tough choice; it’s stay 
and cheer for your team or leave 
and say I wasted my money. 

 The first batter up was Jeff 
Kent.  I jokingly said, “Ok, Kent 
hit a homer and make me happy.”  
To my surprise he did it, making 
the score 9-6.  J.D. Drew stepped 
in and my friend Tim said, “Al-
right Drew it’s your turn.” Sure 
enough he hit a homer to make 
it 9-7.  Then Russell Martin ham-
mered-off a homer to score the 
Dodgers another point, 9-8.  Now 
I’m thinking ok three in a row, 
that is somewhat rare, however it 
happens, but four in a row no way.

Next Marlon Anderson 
stepped in and the crowd was 
still roaring from the last home-
run.  All of a sudden Marlon 
received a good pitch and sent 
it to right field as the crowd 
cheered with amazement.  The 
game was tied 9-9 now on four 
straight homers. The crowd went 
wild. I ran up and down the right 
field pavilion giving high fives 
to complete strangers because it 
felt so unreal.  The game went 
into extra innings, and the Padres 
scored one run making the score 
10-9 going into the bottom of 
the tenth. The Dodgers needed a 
run to stay alive and two to win.

The first batter up was 
Kenny Lofton, and he battled 
his way to get a walk. Then No-
mar Garciaparra stepped in. He  
struggled during the game to get 
runners home.  He had a chance 
to redeem himself and I re-
ally hoped he would do it. Right 
before the pitch I said “He can 
end it right here if he wants to.”

 Sure enough Garciaparra 
stroked a deep shot to left field 
and it was gone. At that moment 
it was unbelievable, that wasn’t 
supposed to happen. How can a 
team overcome a four run deficit 
in the last inning and come back 
again in the bottom of the tenth 
and overcome another setback to 
win it? Well the answer for the 
Dodgers was to hit four homeruns 

in a row to tie the game in the 
ninth, and hit a walk-off two 
run homer in the tenth to win it. 

The crowd went completely 
nuts when Garciaparra went yard.  
Once again I ran up and down the 
stands giving high fives to every 
Dodger Fan I could. I could not 
believe what just happened. It 
was the best game I had witnessed 
and it showed a glimpse of what 
may come for the Dodgers. After-
wards, there were so many rallies 
outside Dodger Stadium and fans 
continued to celebrate as many 
honked their horns while exiting 
the stadium. As for me, in my 
mind I thought, ‘I went to a game 
that made the history books.’ It 
was an amazing game and I will 
never forget that great experience.  

DAVID TORRES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 As the El Rancho Cross 
Country team begins their season, 
they have their accomplishments 
from the previous year in mind. 
At the moment they do not hold 
and records, but that have at-
tended  a  three mile invitational, 
that was held at Woodbridge 
College on September 16. 

 Coach Ray Elliot says, 
“We have a lot of things to im-
prove, but we still have time to get 
better..” The team’s strengths this 
year are their front packs however, 
their rear packs need to improve. 

This year, Coach Elliot 
expects to win league and hope-
fully state. Two of the team’s top 
runners are John Huerta and Luis 
Guevara who individually broke 
the three mile record of 14:53 set 
by Manny Mejia, by thirteen sec-
onds. At Woodbridge, the team 
also had a great mileage time.  

 Senior John Huerta 
said, “This year has been a 
good training year and we 
have been working together.” 
Huerta expects to finish as top 
three in CIF as well as in state. 

Senior Luis Guevara said, 
“I feel good about this year’s team 
but we have to improve when we 
run together.” Guevara expects 
to win league and to run at state. 
Guevara also said, “It felt good 
when I broke the record at Wood-

bridge even though [Manny Me-
jia], a good friend of mine set it. 
I still believe he’s a great runner.”

The season hasn’t started 
for these runners, but they 
must begin strong and have 
a long way to go before they 
win league and state this year. 

On September 18, 2006 the Los Angeles Dodgers broke a record they 
hadn’t broke since 1964.

BY JAZMIN DIAZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

This year the El Rancho 
Football Team has gotten off to 
a rough start. They have a pre-
season record of 0-3. Coach Rey-
na said, “We’re inexperienced in 
some positions and we have suf-
fered key injuries. I hope they’ll 
get better.” Coach Reyna believes 
that having strong returning play-
ers is vital in the team’s perfor-
mance. However, the key to this 
success is to remain uninjured.  

Other than injuries, the 
Dons have a few other things to 
work on, teamwork and consis-
tency. Coach Reyna would like 

Dons pause between plays  for words of encouragement.

to see his team play well together 
throughout the entire game, 
instead of having only a couple 
of minutes of glory. In order for 
this to occur, more players need 
to step up to the challenge. Albert 
Tuscano says, “We have a lot of 
talent in this team, but we need 
to improve on working as team.” 
Reyna believes Seniors Martin 
Mokay and Albert Tuscano are 
his strongest players at this point. 

“I am proud of the team 
but, we can work harder to 
get better,” says Mokay. With 
optimism and teamwork, the 
future of El Rancho’s foot-
ball program looks promising.  

Dons off to a Rocky Start

A Magic Moment at Chavez RavineCross Country Team 
Looks to Make Another 
Run at League Title 
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BY CARINA PADILLA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Next summer, the Gad-
abouts club will make its second 
trip to Europe, this time, travel-
ing for a total of thirteen days 
to Italy, Greece, and Turkey. 

Bella Roma, the “Eternal 
City,” is the first stop. Here, the 
group will explore the Vatican and 
its museum, where the beautiful 
Sistine Chapel is located. Next is 
a tour of St. Peter’s Basilica and 
the enormous Colosseum, which 
is about 2,000 years old. Next on 
the agenda, is a visit to the Trevi 
Fountain, the Fontana dei Quattro 
Fiumi, and one of Rome’s most 
ancient temples, the Pantheon. 

 The next big city is 
Florence, birthplace of the Italian 
language and the Renaissance. 
Here, the club will see famous 
statues and attractions, such as 
Michelangelo’s David, the Santa 
Maria del Fiore Cathedral, or 
the Duomo, and the Ponte Vec-
chio, the city’s only bridge to 
survive the Second World War.  
The last Italian cities the group 
will visit are Sorrento, Capri, and 
Pompeii. Students will have free 
time to explore all the cities, and 
of course, time to go shopping! 

During the second week, 

the group will venture to Greece 
to visit the historical cities of 
Patras, Delphi, and Athens. 
In Athens, students will have 
the opportunity to climb the 
Acropolis and see the Parthe-
non and the Temple of Athena.

 The group will then 
enjoy a cruise for three days, 
visiting the ports of Mykonos, 
Rhodes and Patmos in Greece, 
and Kusadasi in Turkey. Dur-
ing those three days, students 
will have free time to do fun 
activities such as shopping and 
swimming. The club will also 

explore many archeological sites 
in the ports, such as the ruins 
of Ephesus and the House of 
Virgin Mary. On the last day of 
the trip, the group will disem-
bark in Athens and then transfer 
to the airport to return home.

 However, before this 
wonderful trip, the club will fund-
raise and meet every Thursday in 
B-105, so if you are interested, 
talk to Mr. or Mrs. Zeko. Join 
the club to experience the world!

 *Information about 
this trip received from 
Italy and Greece booklet.   

The group will visit Mykonos, one of Greece’s most beautiful ports. 

Buongiorno Italia & Grecia!

BY CHRIS GALLIZZI

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 It has been over a year 
since Hurricane Katrina struck 
Louisiana. With over 1800 fatali-
ties and 81.2 billion dollars worth 
of damage, the majority of the 
help and funding has come from 
private citizens and organiza-
tions of the world, and El Rancho 
is now a part of that majority.

On Saturday September 2, 
2006, M.E.CH.A gathered early 
in the morning in front of Staples 
and Wal-Mart at the Pico Rivera 
Town Center to ask incoming 
consumers to donate school 
supplies for schools that were 
affected by Hurricane Katrina.

The amount of donated 
supplies was “really success-
ful” quoted from Ms. Chavez. 
However, no luck was found at 
Wal-Mart because the store did 
not allow M.E.CH.A to set-up 
in front of their store, but Staples 
was very generous on their part. 
Even though the store did not al-
low the group to run their relief 
fund, the business still donated a 
shopping cart full of notebooks, 
pencils, and paper filler. Also, the 
biggest donator of the relief fund 
was El Rancho’s own Library. 
Ms. Chodos, the librarian, donat-
ed more than five boxes of new 
and used books to the relief fund.

 M.E.CH.A advisor, Mr. 
Correa and Co-Advisors Ms. 
Chavez and Mr. Diaz first came 

up with the idea of helping 
the schools in Louisiana after 
watching the HBO documen-
tary “When The Levees Broke”.

President Yahaira Gonzalez 
of M.E.CH.A felt “really proud 
that the club made a difference.” 
Bigger plans for M.E.CH.A are in 
the future says Gonzalez such as 
Dia De Los Muertes, a scholar-
ship program, fund raising for 
other charitable events, trips to 
UCLA and upcoming school 
events. Ms. Chavez also adds that 

M.E.CH.A will be doing work in 
soup kitchens and a canned food 
drive through the Christmas and 
possible Thanksgiving breaks.

Even though M.E.CH.A is 
not one of the biggest clubs on 
campus, the organization strives 
to make a difference and educate 
the community. Gonzalez says, 
“M.E.CH.A is here to embrace 
diversity among all races.” 

The club meets every 
Wednesday at lunch in H-3; 
anyone is welcomed to join.

M.E.CH.A Brings Hope to 
Schools in New Orleans

BY AARON VILLON

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 While other teenagers are spending their weekends relaxing, 
junior Andrea Hernandez is putting on her work shirt and hat and 
heading out the door toward her current job.  

She works part time at Pico Rivera’s local Dairy Queen on 
Durfee Avenue and Whittier Boulevard for minimum wage, $6.75.

“I was bored and needed something to do,” says Her-
nandez jokingly, “It was hard at first but I am now used to it.”

Hernandez can be found behind the counter at Dairy Queen 
on Friday evenings and on Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 P.M. 
to 6:00 P.M.  She will most likely be busy making Blizzards (a 
Dairy Queen ice cream treat), serving fries or burgers to custom-
ers, decorating cakes for birthdays, or cleaning the restaurant.   

Hernandez is not just a member of the work force; she is also 
a successful student.  She is enrolled in the honors classes and par-
ticipated in extracurricular activities such as tennis and Pepsters. 
Hernandez manages her time wisely so that her job does not affect 
her performance in school.  School is still the number one prior-
ity for Hernandez and she keeps above a 2.5 grade point average. 

Hernandez says she will continue to work at Dairy Queen, 
until she finds a better job, to earn extra money for herself.  As 
Hernandez puts it, “it’s not the best, but I’m getting paid.” 

School, Friends, 
and Dairy Queen

M.E.Ch.A club members, in the Pico Rivera Town Center, collected 
school supplies for schools affected by Katrina. 

Dons Show off Spirit 
at First Pep Rally

Band members bombard the auditorium with music as students sit 
with their class during the Pep Rally.

Students of different classes quickly try to pop balloons to win the 
Pep Rally’s competition.

Junior, Andrea Hernandez, works part time at Dairy Queen, but also 
maintains her number one priority, school.
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Future Sex/Love Sound: 
Pop Album of the Year

BY ANTHONY CHY

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 After selling over five 
million records worldwide with 
Justified, Justin Timberlake 
has brought “sexy back” with 
his sophomore album, Future 
Sex/LoveSound. Timberlake has 
noticeably changed his style 
this time around, providing a 
more dynamic and adult sound; 
in fact this is the first album of 
Timberlake’s to receive a Pa-
rental Advisory sticker on it. 
Timberlake seems to have left 
his boy band roots behind in 
this CD, by throwing numerous 
obscenities in his songs. Adding 
to Timberlake’s stylistic change, 
the production of the album has 
changed as well. Timberlake has 
acquired producer extraordinaire 
Timbaland who provides the 
album with eight fresh beats out 
of the twelve total tracks. Tim-
baland supplies the album with a 
gritty hip-hop vibe, which amaz-
ingly coincides perfectly with 
Timberlake’s Prince-esque voice. 
Timberlake’s first single off the 
album, “SexyBack,” is a breath 
of fresh air in a mundane pop mu-
sic world. The track admittedly 
has an acquired taste with its 
original, innovative beat which 
has caused it to receive mixed 
reviews; but the song does a good 
job at what it was made for, a 

club/dance track. Tim-
berlake’s second single, “My 
Love,” has a completely differ-
ent sound from SexyBack, and 
is probably the most reminiscent 
of Timberlake’s past style in 
“Justified.” “My Love” features 
a fresh verse from rapper T.I. 
and an even fresher beat, mak-
ing it one of my top songs on 
the album. “What goes Around” 
is the albums “Cry Me a River” 
track, which has Timberlake 
dwelling on a bad breakup, per-
haps with Britney Spears? Future 
Sex/Love Sound is one of my 
albums of the year and the album 
just screams quality. It is hard 
to believe that Timberlake could 

be associated with a boy 
band, nonetheless be the lead 
singer of one. This CD estab-
lishes Timberlake as an R&B 
artist, rather then just a bubble-
gum pop superstar. Timberlake 
really went out on a limb for 
this album. He makes choruses 
so catchy they should be illegal, 
original songs and beats, and 
tight vocals. Future Sex/Love 
Sound is a fresh album. Every 
track is noteworthy, and if you 
are worried about Justin’s discog-
raphy don’t let his past fool you, 
Future Sex/Love Sound is nothing 
like N’Sync. Guest artists on this 
album include T.I., Three Six 
Mafia, Will.i.am, and Rick Rubin.

Timberlake’s new cd  has Futuristc  beats that no one can resist!

Confessions of a 
Pregnant Teenager: 

Annie’s Baby
BY ROSARIO LOPEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 
Annie’s Baby by Dr. Bea-

trice Sparks is a non-fiction book 
based on the diary of an anony-
mous teenage girl who becomes 
pregnant at the age of fourteen. 
This book exemplifies the life of 
a typical teenage girl whose ex-
perience is a perfect example of 
one of the many challenges teens 
often face during adolescence. 
Her situation reflects the effects 
of peer pressure which influenced 
her social relationships, decision 
making choices, social expecta-
tions, and sexual engagement.

“Anonymous Annie,” the 
main character in the story, falls 
in love with Danny, a new and 
popular guy at her high school. 
Although Annie and Danny get 
together and she hides the truth 
from her mother, everyone at 
school knows about her relation-
ship. Because of the peer pres-
sure afforded by their so called 
friends, Annie and Danny’s 
relationship became more physi-
cal. Both face temptation with 
drugs and alcohol which leads to 
Danny’s aggressiveness towards 
Annie. Annie fails to take her 
pills and Danny stopped using 
protection, resulting in Annie’s 
pregnancy. At first she really 
wishes to have the baby, but 
when the baby is born, she deals 
with an agonizing question – Can 

she raise the baby by 
herself? Annie confides in 
her trusty diary she names 
“Daisy” to listen to her prob-
lems and get her feelings out.

Annie’s Baby is a terrific 
book. This book targets everyone: 
boys, girls and parents. Teens re-
late to it because it deals with the 
obstacles faced by the typical 
teenager because it makes you 
reflect on your actions. The mes-
sage “Annie’s Baby” brings forth 
is to not let your peers pressure 
you into doing something because 
teenagers are more at risk of mak-
ing wrong decisions that lead to 
consequences. Adults relate to 
this story because it serves as a 
hint to become open with their 
children and discuss important is-
sues like sex and its consequenc-
es. Next time you go to the library, 
make sure to check out Annie’s 
Baby, it is a story that lingers. 

Silent Hill: 
Get it  on DVD

BY JACQUELINE ESPINOZA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Silent Hill, directed 
by Christophe Gans, was re-
leased on August 22 of 2006.  

The sci-fi, horror film 
stars Radha Mitchell, Laurie 
Holden, Deborah Unger, Al-
ice Krige, and the haunting 
ten year old Jodelle Ferland.  

Sharon, a young girl played 
by Ferland, suffers from night-
mares which involve the ghost 
town Silent Hill, West Virginia.

In hopes of releasing Sharon 
of her hellish nightmares, Rose, 
Sharon‘s adoptive mother, played 
by Radha Mitchell, takes Sharon 
to Silent Hill.  After Rose and 
Sharon arrive, Sharon vanishes.

Rose searches for Sharon 
throughout Silent Hill by fol-
lowing videogame-like clues.  
Rose encounters a cop, played by 
Laurie Holden, who helps Rose 
fight off a creatures that seem to 
have come straight out of hell.

Overall, Christophe 
Gans’ Silent Hill is a haunt-
ing mother-daughter tale 

that is well worth seeing.

 CD Review: A Matter of Life and Death 
BY ANTHONY MORALES, EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Iron Maidens 14th Studio album, A Matter of Life and Death has 
already reached the charts at #1 in ten countries. The new album was 
written and recorded in the course of only two months and has swept 
fans all over the world with its epic songs, theatrical guitar riffs and 
live studio sound. The new album is Maiden’s 1st since 2003’s Dance 
of Death and has surpassed expectations by both the band and fans. 

 Back in the fold is producer Kevin Shirley who has 
produced Iron Maiden’s last two albums (which both were top 
10 UK chart albums) and who is credited for restoring Steve 
Harris’ vintage bass sound to the album and live performance.

 Among the 10 new tracks is the single. “The Rein-
carnation of Benjamin Breeg”. The single kicks in with one 
of the heaviest Maiden guitar riffs ever recorded and along 
with a groove kicking drum beat the single is a certified clas-
sic and will keep listeners wondering, who is Benjamin Breeg? 

 Throughout the album, vocal and instrumental har-
monies reign supreme, lyrics will make you think twice 
and research their meaning and along with great song writ-
ing, the album will keep listeners entertained and energized. 

 The album covers topics such as birth, D-Day, 
and the Manhattan project; or simply…Life and Death. 

 Although not yet a Maiden classic, the album will have lis-
teners thinking it was made back in the 80’s. The new album only goes 
to prove that like fine wine, Iron Maiden only gets better with age.

Ring the Alarm,
Beyonce’s Back  

BY BIANCA ORTIZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Beyonce Knowles’ new 
CD, B’Day hit stores nation-
wide September 5, 2006.  This 
is Knowles’ second solo album. 
She was previously in the famous 
singing group Destiny’s Child, but 
went her separate way in 2003.  
This CD contains 10 new tracks, 
some featuring Jay-Z, her current 
boyfriend.  The CD contains her 
number 1 hit “Déjà vu” and many 
other tracks including Ring the 
Alarm” and “Get me Bodied” 
which are my favorites.  I strong-
ly recommend this CD. One can 
tell Beyonce really put a lot of 
effort in creating her CD.  She 
still has the same strong sensual 
voice, but now it is a lot stronger 
and the beats are a lot harder.  The 
album contains a lot more variety 
than I expected.  She has about 

three slow tracks for the 
heart and two dance songs for 
the ladies to roll out in style.  My 
favorite song is “Resentment” be-
cause it really shows emotion and 
heart.  The song contains a slow 
beat and a powerful, high voice 
along with a great background of 
singers.  The song that I least liked 
was “Freakum Dress” because the 
beat did not match her voice and 
the lyrics didn’t make much of an 
impression on me.  One song that 
really surprised me was “Suga 
Mama” because it contained a lit-
tle rhythm and blues and I really 
liked it.  In general I recommend 
this CD. It is a lot harder  than her 
other music, in the sense that the 
lyrics are edgier and her voice is 
highly stressed in the tracks.  So 
have fun listening to this album 
and do not be afraid to sing it 
out loud because you know I did. 
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Sophisticated Student
Roxy Limon

Shirt: Nordstrom’s $35.00
Belt: Aldo $16.00

Pants: Hollister $40.00
Sandals: Nordstrom $25.00

Roxy Limon is a senior and 
likes to think of herself as sophis-
ticated and independent. Limon 
works for the Santa Fe Springs 
Recreation center. Her favorite 
places to shop are Nordstrom’s 
and Hollister, she loves when 
they have sales. Her appearance 
isn’t the only thing in style, Li-
mon drives a black Toyota Solara 
with leather interior. For being 
seventeen, you can’t really get 
any more sophisticated than that.

Hawaiian Hunk
Paul “Maka” Berdine
Shirt: Volcom $45.00

Pants:$60.00
Belt: Emerica $12.00
Shades: Perry Ellis 

$130.00
Shoes: Vans $40.00

 Senior, Paul Berdine, 
also known as Maka, is from a 
Hawaiian, and Samoan back-
ground. Every year he goes on 
annual trips to his hometown and 
loves the beach feeling. Berdine  
plays volleyball here at El Ran-
cho and socializes with anyone in 
sight. Berdine is the really  flashy 
type; you can always find him in 
a plain t-shirt and a pair of his 
favorite Hawaiian sandals. 

Laguna Style
Genesis “Jenny” Moreno

Shirt: Hollister $25.00
Shorts: Pac-Sun $30.00

Sandals: Journeys $60.00

Genesis Moreno is an in-
coming freshman and had to admit 
that she was nervous, when mak-
ing the transition from intermedi-
ate school to high school. Moreno 
found her comfort while shop-
ping for back-to-school clothes. 
Her favorite places to shop are 
Hollister and Forever 21. This is 
where all her closest friends are 
employed. Moreno has stated that 
she is glad she is here and can not 
wait for all the real fun to begin.

Hot Looks on Campus 
                                   

BY BIANCA ORTIZ

    EL RODEO STAFF WRITER  

 Hey Dons, this is senior 
Bianca Ortiz letting you know 
the inside scoop on this fall’s hot 
“must haves” for all the ladies out 
there in El Rancho.  Summer is 
over and soon the leaves will fall 
and it is time for the shorts to be 
put away.   Autumn fashion is at 
its best because clothes are more 
affordable and there is a lot more 
variety out there, especially since 
the Citadel in Commerce has 
expanded. One fall “must have” 
is a pair of skinny jeans.  There 
is a wide variety of skinny jeans 
available at Old Navy stores.  
This type of jean is perfect for 
every female body type and can 
be worn in different colors; try 
charcoal gray or dark blue.  One 
thing to remember is always 
wear skinny jeans with flats.  
Some flats that look great with 
skinny jeans are Keds, available 
at Mervyns, located at the Stone-
wood or Montebello mall.    
 Hot colors this fall are 
brown, purple, and teal.  One of 
the best stores to shop at is Amer-
ican Eagle, which can be found at 
the Montebello or Cerritos mall.   
It offers cute affordable sweaters 
starting at $40 and vintage style 
skirts.  If you lean toward the 
Bohemian style, try menswear 
vests this fall.  Kate Moss started 
the trend, but now everyone from 
Mischa Barton to Jessica Alba is 
trying it.  One of the most impor-
tant “must haves” for every girl is 
an oversized bag and accessories.  
Old Navy and Hollister, located 
at the Stonewood or Montebello 
mall, provide some cute big bags, 
but if you’re more punk try An-

chor Blue, which offer a great 
bags with skulls, a popular print 
this fall.  The best accessories, 
ranging from necklaces, to brace-
lets and rings can be found at For-
ever 21, located at the Stonewood 
or Montebello mall.  
 For those who are more 
into the “emo” style there is a 
great selection of T-shirts avail-
able at Old Navy starting at $10.  
They also have a wide variety of 
jackets that would make anyone 
happy.  Another store that will 
catch your eye is BCBG Max Az-
ria at the Citadel in Commerce.  
They offer some of the most ador-
able jackets and purses.   Watch 
for another trend coming back, 
cropped jackets, which can be 
seen on everyone from Beyonce 
to Rachel Bilson.  Have fun 
shopping this season and don’t 
forget that it’s not your fault you 
look cute, just blame this article.  

Fabulous Fall 
Fashions

Night Pep Rally: Start Planning Costumes Now
Seniors: 007 Casino Night 
Colors: Black and Silver

What you should wear: Preferable for 
the boys a casual dinner suit and for the ladies a 
simple black cocktail dresses. Of course, there 
is always the option of wearing the class colors.

What you should wear: You can take the 
option of picking up a Mario costume for the 
boys and for the ladies picking up the costume 
of Princess Peach. Of course, also just wear-
ing the class colors would be the other option.  

Juniors: Super Mario  
Colors: Red and Green 

What you should wear: Su-
per heroes’ costumes would do the 
trick: Either for the ladies or the 
guys. Class colors is the other option.  

What you should wear: Pirate 
attire for both the boys and the ladies. 
Class colors is always the other option.

Soph: Super Heoes
Colors: Red and Blue

Freshman: Pirates
Colors:Yellow and Black


