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Got 
700?

Teachers Take to Streets Over Pay 

Protestors march near City Hall demanding higher pay for teachers. 

Look Inside to Find...

BY THOMAS MEDINA
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Starting on May 22nd, El 
Rancho’s students, as well as stu-
dents around the state, will begin 
taking the state standardized test, 
the CST. Every student from 9th 
through 11th grade is required to 
take these exams. The tests con-
tinue until the 26th, although there 
is an additional science test for all 
sophomores on Friday, May 19th.

These exams are used by 
the state to monitor the school’s 
progress and the level of per-
formance of the students. Every 
year the school is assigned a 
score based on the scores of their 
students and assigned a score 
that they must reach on the next 
year. El Rancho’s current score 
is 673, which is up 25 points 
from last year’s score of 648.

The state has calculated the 
next score that El Rancho must 
reach this year, 679. Should the 
school not reach its target score, 
there can be sever ramifications. 
The school would be observed by 
the state and if it fails to meet its 
target score again the next year the 
school could potentially be placed 
under government sanctions. 

However, the faculty at El 
Rancho is extremely optimistic 
about the student’s ability to 
reach and surpass the state man-
dated target score. Rather than 
merely trying to obtain the 6 
points that the state requires, the 
faculty is shooting for a 27 point 
jump to hit the 700 point mark. 
If the school hits the 700 point 
mark it will be a huge milestone 
for the school. When a school is 
above that score, they become 
eligible to receive California Dis-
tinguished School designation.

In order to help raise the 
student’s scores the faculty 
held a mentoring meeting. Each 
teacher chose one or more stu-
dents to mentor at a special des-
sert. The students selected were 
ones whose English language 
score had dropped 30 or more 
points between the last two tests. 
There were approximately 180 
students and 95 teachers who 
participated in the mentor dessert.

Attendance and effort 
are extremely vital to achiev-
ing the goal of 700 points. 
Should any student have ques-
tions they are encouraged 
to  speak with their teachers.

Chavez and Romero Take Zucker Honors
BY THOMAS MEDINA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

After school on Monday, 
May 8, teachers were treated to 
the annual teacher of the year 
awards ceremony. This year’s 
inductees into the Zucker Hall 
of Fame were Freshman Team 
teacher Jasmine Chavez and math 
teacher Enrique Romero. These 
teachers were nominated for this 
exceptional honor by their col-
leagues for their amazing char-
acter and work ethic. The Zucker 
award is named after a former 
resident of Pico Rivera, Natalie 
Zucker, who has been exception-
ally instrumental in supporting 
and recognizing exceptional 
teachers. She still comes and 
attends the awards ceremony ev-
ery year despite the fact that she 
will be turning 89 next month. 

Mrs. Zucker is also re-
sponsible for the check that the 
teachers receive for being se-
lected for this award. In the past 
the check had been $400, how-
ever, this year the money rose 
to $600 thanks to Mrs. Zucker’s 
generous gift of $10,000 more 

to the original endowment.
“The morale boost this 

award gives to the teachers is 
amazing. It is wonderful for 
them to see that someone cares 
and notices all the hard work 
and effort they put into their 
jobs,” said Principal Julie Ellis. 

The Zucker award at El 
Rancho is one of 4 similar pro-
grams at various schools around 
the country. “I want to spread 
this idea, it is very important 
that these exceptional teachers 
get recognized for their effort. 

It is not just some popularity 
contest with the students,” said 
Mrs. Zucker, “the teachers decide 
who gets this award and they 
know who the good teachers are.”

“I was so surprised, it is 
really an honor to be selected 
for this award,” said Mr. Romero 
after receiving the award. “Ev-
erything that I am and everything 
that I do is because of my fam-
ily.” He said that he will prob-
ably spend the money on school 
supplies, like new calculators. 

Ms. Chavez said that it was 

“really hard to describe the emo-
tion I felt, it was like feeling all 
emotions at once. It’s overwhelm-
ing.” “I think that I’ll spend the 
money on traveling somewhere.”

The first teacher to receive 
this award was Tim McMullen 
who received this honor in 1989. 
“These teachers don’t get paid 
enough, or get enough respect 
for what they do. I want to honor 
them for their dedication and pas-
sion,” said Mrs. Zucker. She is a 
clinical psychologist, and is still 
in practice even at her age. “I 
have worked with many teach-
ers and children and recognize 
just how important and under 
appreciated they are. I hope that 
I can spread this program to more 
school because it is important for 
these teachers to get recognized.”

“She is an exceptional 
woman, and a role model for 
everyone,” said Ms. Ellis. “She 
is eighty-eight years old and is 
still very bright and very sharp. 
Many students receive scholar-
ships, but she understands that 
the students aren’t doing every-
thing on their own; they get help 
from these amazing teachers.” 

Jasmine Chavez and Enrique Romero stand awestruck receiving their 
oversized checks from Natalie Zucker to commemorate this event.

Travel...
El Rancho 

students travel 
around parts 
of Europe on 
spring break. 

Controversy...
Veterans up in arms 

over one students
desecration of the 
American flag at a 
protest in April.

Prom Dresses...
Check out all these 

new styles of dresses 
that are sure to fit in 
at this year’s prom.

BY CHRIS GALLIZZI
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

On April 20, 2006 teachers 
and staff members throughout 
the ERUSD picketed in front of 
El Rancho High School and the 
ERUSD building located next 
to South Ranchito. The dem-
onstration started at 3:30 and 
continued into the evening. The 
teachers and staff were picket-
ing to show their frustration over 
the school board dragging it’s 
feet to grant a two percent raise 
that was suppose to be given five 
years ago. The school board’s 
excuse for the deceit is that no 
more money is left in the bud-
get to give teachers their raise.

However, there are some 
mixed feelings amongst the fac-
ulty dealing with the picketing 
and the school boards’ decision. 
Mr. Salcido, who has been teach-
ing for ten years and is an alumni 
of El Rancho, says, “Picketing 
is immature, however an ongo-
ing of contract negotiating just 
might misstate picketing in 
the near future.” And also says 
“there’s a time for this, and right 
now isn’t the time.” Mr. Salcido 
supports the faculty with what is 
going on, but feels the teachers 

and staff members need to be 
more educated on the situation. 
Teacher Mr. Johnson’s feels that 
“the union keeps us strapped 
down.” There are two different 
unions, a national and a local 
union. “We are a part of a na-
tional union that is run by politi-
cians and politicians only lookout 
for themselves.” Mr. Johnson also 
said that “we shouldn’t picket un-
til the new budget comes out.”

On the other side of the 
discussion is Mrs. Jensen which 
feels “teaching has lost the lack 
of respect for the profession and 
that people just see it as another 
job.” Also Ms. Frislie feels the 
same, “teachers need to be looked 
after, and the teachers are able 
to go to a different school dis-
trict that pays more money, but 
choose to stay for the students.”

In a flyer that was passed 
around the teachers lounge 
and stapled to bulletins, it read 
“The District takes teachers for 
granted.” El Rancho is one of 
the lowest paying school dis-
tricts in Los Angeles County, 
Mrs. Jensen says “garbage 
men get paid more than us.”

With in the recent week 
school board officials agreed on 
a tentative agreement with the 

teachers and union leaders. The 
deal will give teachers a 1 percent 
raise this year, and a 5 percent 
raise next year. The 1 percent 
increase would be retroactive 
from this January. The teachers 
are extremely happy with the 
idea of a sudden raise increase, 
especially Mr. McMullen who 
responded “whenever we picket, 
the school board responds... and 
this time it was positive.” “We 
picketed sparingly, and we only 
picket when something has to 
be done.” Even though the re-
sponse from the school board 
was good, we all hope that the 
school board will keep their word 

because this deal can just be a 
relapse of deceit all over again 
from the past years of broken 
promises. The teacher’s unions 
still need to ratify the agreement.

Instrumental in creating 
the deal were two newly elected 
officials, Mrs. Alvetres and Mrs. 
Vilon, who helped try to get the 
teachers a raise. The community 
was also an enormous part of the 
effort. “The community knows 
and respects us teachers,” said 
McMullen. The community 
lent support to the teachers and 
understands that teachers have 
lives like everyone, thus need  
a little extra for their efforts.
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BY ANDREW PALACIOS
 EL RODEO STAFF WRIT-

ER

For those of you who 
know Mrs. Henderson, (for-
mally known as Ms. Hack) 
or have had the privilege of 
taking her physical education 
class, you know that she is 
a wonderful teacher. She is 
very kind, open-minded, and 
one who ultimately cares very 
much for each of her students 
and everyone else around her. 
For those who don’t know 
her, this is a chance for you 
to get to know the teacher 
that many students have come 
to like throughout her past 
six years at El Rancho High.

Mrs. Henderson had 
started small and eventually 
built her way up to where she 
is now.  Being a graduate of 
Coronado High School in El 
Paso, Texas, Mrs. Henderson 
continued her education in 
universities such as Northern 
Arizona University, Texas 
Tech., The University of Texas 
Arlington, and Western New 
Mexico University. She 
achieved several degrees in-
cluding an undergraduate BAS 
in Kinesiology, and a masters 
MAT in Arts and teaching 
elementary emphasis second-
ary. Although she has gained 
so much through school-

BY ROSIE LOPEZ
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER 

On Saturday April 8th the 
El Rancho Drum line received 
a bronze medal in the Southern 
California Percussion Alliance 
Championship competition. 
The competition was held at 
the Los Osos High School Sta-
dium in  Rancho Cucamonga.

“Hearing our school’s 
name being announced was 
very fulfilling. We practiced 
many hours and worked hard 
on trying to make our show 
flawless. I am very proud 
that our hard work paid off 
and we at least placed,” 
said Junior Coby Ling.

This year, the drum line 
performed the show entitled 
“Evolution of the Line.” For 
almost every performance in 
the winter line season, they 
attained satisfactory scores. 
Overall, they averaged a score 

Mrs. Henderson: From 
Longhorn to Ranch Hand

Drum Line Receives 
Third  Place for a 
Terrific Performance

ing, it was not at all easy. 
Prior to working here, 

Mrs. Henderson had worked 
as a waitress, a bartender, an 
aerobics instructor, a swim-
ming coach and a sales rep. 
at Victoria’s Secret as well. 
“These jobs helped pay for 
school and living,” said Hen-
derson. So why after college 
did she decide to become a 
P.E. coach? “I always knew I 
wanted to be a P.E. coach, and 
in High School Coach Smith 
as well as other past coaches 
I’ve had, were my inspiration.”

“I find that the hard-
est part of being a P.E. coach 
is dealing with the different 
personalities, but my memo-
ries are with the students that 
I have connected with and 
that I’ve grown to love and 
adore. The students here at El 

Rancho are irreplaceable.”  
In her free time when 

she is away from her stu-
dents, Mrs. Henderson enjoys 
Yoga. She said “I love yoga 
because it’s a practice, the 
more you practice yoga the 
better you become, and I have 
pushed my body to limits 
I never thought possible.” 

Mrs. Henderson enjoys 
running, weight training 
and above all spending time 
with her Husband Mr. Hen-
derson (health teacher and 
boys tennis coach at ER) 
and ten month old son Cael. 
Lastly, Mrs. Henderson adds, 
“I love to play my Sims.”

When asked if she has 
any advice for her students 
or students in general she 
said “If they take care of their 
mind and body, everything 
else will fall into place.” 

BY SAMANTHA ESCAL-
ERA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Freshman, Veronica Her-
nandez is one of the four students 
who has been chosen as March 
student of the month. Hernandez 
is involved in water polo and 
swimming. When Hernandez is 
not in school, she enjoys listen-
ing to music and reading some 
of the latest magazines. She 
plans to succeed in life by going 
to school and pursuing a great 
career. Hernandez is undecided 
as to what school she wants to 
attend, but she is sure that she 
wants to become an architect 
one day. She says, “I like to be 
creative, thinking of new things 

and I’m really good at math.” 
Joshua Calderon, a sopho-

more at El Rancho High School 
was another student selected by 
teachers to be student of the month 
for March. Calderon says, “Be-
ing student of the month shows 
that my hard work has paid off.”  
Calderon does not currently play 
any sports for El Rancho. On the 
weekends he usually spends his 
time hanging out with his friends 
or just sitting at home watching 
movies. Even though Calderon 
is unsure what college he will at-
tend, he is planning on going to 
a four year university and obtain-
ing a degree. Calderon hopes to 
study engineering because he 
has always felt that it would be 

a career that he would enjoy.
Junior Steven Vega is 

also student of the month for 
March. This is his third time 
being selected for this presti-
gious award. Vega is has been 
involved in volleyball for the 
past two years. He is the captain 
of the Junior Varsity team. Vega 
says, “I love playing volleyball 
because it’s lots of fun.” In his 
time off, he usually goes to the 
mall to hang out or he goes to 
the movies with his girlfriend. 
His view of succeeding in life is 
working hard in school and go-
ing to a good college. Vega says, 
“I want to attend UCLA because 
it’s always interested me and 
it’s close to home.” Vega hopes 
to get a job in the medical field 

because he likes helping people. 
Edgar Gonzalez is once 

again senior student of the month. 
Gonzalez said, “Being chosen 
twice as student of the month 
really shows that all of my hard 
work has paid off, and I know that 
anyone can do it as long as they 
are willing to sacrifice and work 
hard.” Gonzalez is like any other 
normal teen; he enjoys going 
out with friends and sometimes 
just hanging out. Gonzales  said 
that he will most likely attend 
Stanford University. He says, 
“There is something about the 
school that catches my eye.” 
Gonzalez is a dedicated students 
that, despite his extremely strenu-
ous workload, manages to get all 
of his assignments completed.

of 83.98 based on a 0-100 
scale with 100 being the high-
est score possible. Their score 
at championships was 91.1. “I 
can’t believe it, we were only 
0.5 away from second and 1.2 
away from first,” said Cap-
tain, Senior John Gutierrez.

The El Rancho Drum line 
has come a long way  since 
their percussion squad began 
participating in the SCPA just 
three years ago. Last year, 
they succeeded in advancing 
past the preliminary round 
and placed seventh in finals.

Indeed, the drum line is 
a hardworking and talented 
group of ladies and gentlemen. 
They are very devoted to their 
work.  Before and after school, 
you will sometimes hear them 
practicing. Their hard work 
has rewarded them and placed 
them among the top percussion 
squads in Southern California.

El Rancho’s Academic Achievers: 
A Glimpse into the Lives of the Students of the Month

As the years went by and  
we drifted apart, I still 
held onto the memory of 
you. I thought of you ev-
eryday, and dreamed of 
you each night. Just when 
I thought you had forgot-
ten me, you would call 
and make all my dreams 
seem real. The sound of 
your voice on the line 
was the sweetest sound 
I would ever find. Then 
one day you gave me a 
call, and told me I might 
have a chance to rectify it 
all. My heart was beating 
hard within my chest. My 
hand was shaking and I 
could barely breathe. And 
when you came out to see 
me I knew it was meant 

to be. 

Poetry 
Corner

BY - 

ANONYMOUS
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BY ROSIE LOPEZ
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

So what is your passion?  
Senior Mayra Mendez discovered 
her passion for fashion design her 
sophomore year. Setting her mind 
to it, she decided to apply to one 
of the top fashion design schools 
in California, The Fashion Insti-
tute of Design and Merchandising 
in Los Angeles. FIDM is a private 
school with an enrollment of only 
5,500 full time students and is na-
tionally renowned for specializa-
tion in graphics, interior design, 
and entertainment industries. 

On February 25th   Men-
dez submitted her entrance 
requirement project; this proj-
ect consisted of ten original 
sketches, which included: 2 
evening wear designs, 3 career 
designs, 3 sportswear designs 
and 2 other designs of choice. 

While being interviewed 
by the institute’s Head of Ad-
mission from FIDM, Mendez 
was granted admission on the 
spot to the prestigious school. 
“I was glad that I was accepted 
and that all of my hard work did 
not go to waste,” said Mendez. 

Although she had known 
that FIDM was a great private 
fashion design institute, she was 
also aware of the fact that this 
school was a bit costly.  But, 

her artistic abilities.  
Mendez will attend FIDM 

this upcoming July. Now more 
than ever, she wishes to con-
tinue to follow her dreams and 
hopes to one day create her own 
fashion line. To students who 
are in the process of determin-
ing what kind of career they 
should consider, Mendez sug-
gests, “Stick to your heart and 
to what you enjoy the most.”

her family recognized her ar-
tistic ability to design clothes 
and supported her delight for 
fashion design. They reminded 
her “If that’s what you really 
want, price should not matter.” 

Throughout her pursuit, 
people often tried to change 
her mind, but she paid them 
no heed. Maintaining her goal, 
Mendez pursued her dream 
and continued to develop 

Mayra Mendez Blossoms
in Stuninng Spring Fashion

BY CARINA PADILLA 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 A.P. Junior Team stu-
dents, Jasmin Ramirez and Jerry 
Ochoa, were motivated to form 
a teenage “Political Party” after 
reading a controversial paper 
“‘Blaxicans’ and Other Rein-
vented Americans,” by journalist 
Richard Rodriguez. “MUST,” 
which stands for Movement of 
United Students for Tomorrow, is 
the name of this new on-campus 
political party. With the sup-
port of their history teacher, Mr. 
Diaz, they invited students to join 
them after school in room H-3 to 
discuss social issues that call for 
teenage awareness. “These meet-
ings are for anyone interested in 
politics. We want to let the young 
people know that we also have 
power to choose our rights,” said 
Ramirez.   

Their main goal is to gain 
the support of other teenagers to 
form a political party and draft a 
petition to lower the voting age to 
sixteen. Junior Eduardo Avina, a 
supporter of the meetings, said, 
“If we bring down the voting 
age, those who care about what 
is happening today will make 

a difference in determining our 
future.” Ochoa also adds, “These 
meetings are held to discuss dif-
ferent points of views and find 
the truth about political subjects 
that affect us as students.” They 
are not an official club in school, 
but they will join the Social 
Justice Club with Mr. Hartman. 

Ramirez supported the op-
position of the bill HR-4437. She 
realized that “this is not for Mexi-
cans, or a specific nationality; it’s 
for different cultures too.” She 

feels that young people can make 
a difference in society.  Ramirez 
and Ochoa are strong-minded 
and faithful to their values. 
“We’re not the type of students 
that walk out for any reason; 
otherwise, it loses its meaning. 
We are taking a stance in these 
issues that not only involve 
us, but also our community.”

If you are interested in 
joining MUST, contact Mr. Diaz 
or Mr. Hartman and ask for Jas-
min Ramirez or Jerry Ochoa.

MUST Making Waves as 
New Teen Political Party

BY SAMANTHA ESCAL-
ERA 

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

    El Rancho Student, Mary 
Ann Contreras, has been work-
ing at the local Weinerschnitzel 
located on Rosemead and Wash-
ington Blvd for the past nine 
months. Contreras says, “I like 
working there, the people are 
real easy to get along with.” She 
is currently a Weinerschnitzel 
cashier and is also learning how 
to take orders through the drive-
thru, but says that it is “harder 
than it seems.” She usually 
works on Friday nights and on 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 

Despite having less time 
to study, Contreras works really 
hard to do her best in school. Her 
schedule is really convenient 
because she only works on the 
weekends, so job deosn’t really 
interfere with her school work.  

This is her first job, but 
she got the hang of it pretty fast. 
“The good thing is,” she said, 
“my parents support me 100 
percent in everything that I do!” 
Although Contreras has a job, 
her parents still offer to buy her 
things. “I want to save money so 
I can buy a car.”  On her spare 
time, “For fun I like to hang out 
with my friends: Karen, Paulina, 
and Stephanie.” Her good friend 
Stephanie Rupit says, “Mary is 
such a nice person and really easy 

to talk to.” Paulina Arevalo says, 
“She’s very outgoing but some-
times a dork; in a good way.”

When Contreras doesn’t 
work she says that she likes 
hanging out with her best friend,   
Melissa. She also added, “Some-
times I go to the skate park with 
my brother so I can see all the 
new tricks he’s learned.” When 
she isn’t working, she’s ususally 
at school, at a friends house or do-
ing her favorite thing, shopping.  
She admires Mariah Carey. She 
states. “I’ve listened to her mu-
sic ever since I was a little girl.” 

Contreras doesn’t do any ex-
tra-curricular activities. Her favor-
ite subject is Science. She’s really 
interested in how the body works. 

She hopes to attend Cal 
State Long Beach where she 
wants to major in medicine, in 
hopes of one day becoming a doc-
tor. So when you see her walking 
down the halls, watch out for her. 
future doctor, Mary Contreras.

BY ANDREW PALACIOS
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

For those of you who drive, 
I’m sure you know the feeling of 
having your own car, which of 
course  you can cruise in, chill 
in and fix up, such as putting 
add-ons and just making it your 
ideal way, or like Ramirez says 
“Pimp.” Senior Chris Ramirez 
knows all about the joys of having 
his own vehicle even though he’s 
only owned it for two months. 

Chris can be seen riding  a 
lifted 2001 Ford Excursion with 
an Alpine stereo system, two Al-
pine TV’s, a grill, new lights, en-
gine, exhaust and tires that he has 
added on for look. When asked 
approximately how much in total 
add-ons he has put into the car   he 
said “about 14,000 dollars worth 
in add-ons.” The car was given to 
Ramirez as a gift from his parents 
for his birthday. Ramirez doesn’t 
plan on getting a new vehicle af-
ter high school he is completely 
satisfied with this vehicle now. 

As a student, Ramirez has 
good grades and maintains an 
overall 2.5 GPA. Ramirez, since 
his freshman year, has been 
involved in Football and Track.

 Besides having a big truck, 
this boy also has big dreams after 

high school. Ramirez wishes to 
go to college and getting a job. 
Right now he is unemployed and 
in his spare time he likes cruising 
around and going off-roading.

“I love my truck but 
the best thing about it is the 
V-10 engine!” said Ramirez   

Go Off-Roading with 
Chris Ramirez

MUST meets on Thursdays during lunch in room A-208. 

Senior Mayra Mendez will be attending one of the top fashion schools 
in California, The Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising.

Ramirez shows off his muscles 
after a long tiring day of off-
roading.

Working Wonders 
at Wienerschitzel
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Zensters Sing 
Along in Center 
Stage Production

BY OSCAR MEDRANO
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 Last Saturday, April 29, 
the students of El Rancho’s Cho-
raleers held a dinner in the school 
gym and after had an oriental 
inspired recital that showed cased 
songs that were used in competi-
tion. It started at 6:30 in the after-
noon and ended at ten in the night.

 Three and a half hours of 
song and dance resonated on the 
walls of the gym. It was a great 
show. The audience loved every 
moment of it. Whistles, claps, 
and cheers echoed throughout 
the school. Even the little kids 
who can’t sit still for more than 
two minutes laughed and sat 
for the whole show. There was 
games and fun for people of all 
ages. The food was good; appar-
ently everyone felt like Chinese 
because all the people there ate 
up all the food. A complete meal 
was served including appetizers, 
salad, a main course, and nice 
small ice cream dessert to fi n-
ish it off. White Rice to Orange 
Chicken, it was all gone in a mat-
ter of minutes after it was served.

 Everyone there had fun, 
especially the students who per-
formed. “Everything went well. 
Yeah it felt like we weren’t go-
ing to be able to have everything 
ready but we did it Overall it was 
great.” said Michael Martinez, 

12th grade Choraleer member. 
These students were devoted to do 
everything they had to do to make 
it all work. “It was hard trying to 
clean and pack up everything; we 
weren’t done until the next day. It 
was all worth it,” Martinez says. 
Most of the others that preformed 
and set up felt the same way.

 Overall it was a great 
show. A large audience, mostly 
fi lled with teachers and their 
family, left with a smile after a 
long night that was full of fun. 

Choraleers gave off a subtle Ori-
ental vibe by wearing red t-shirts 
bearing Chinese characters. 

 There is an issue which 
bothers many sports fans and 
all people alike.  This issue is 
entitled Barry Lamar Bonds.

  I am not a person who 
denounces him, but I am 
one of the few (and I use the 
word few generously) who 
appreciates Barry Bonds.  

  Barry Bonds is the most 
controversial person in base-
ball, maybe even all of sports.  

  I wasn’t alive when the 
scandals of Pete Rose occurred, 
but I can honestly say this scandal 
overshadows them all, even 1919.

       What makes Barry’s case 
different is the fact that people ac-
tually despise the guy.  Bonds has 
received death threats, been sent 
letters and e-mails with the word 
“nigger” directed toward him, he 
has been harassed, and has even 
gotten a syringe thrown at him in 
San Diego.  So can we say Barry 
Bonds is a bad guy, or is it us, 
the fans, who are the bad ones.

Now I don’t clearly know 
what standpoint the haters of 
Bonds have, but  I wonder 
how Bonds went from a good 
ball player, who no one really 
liked or disliked, to one of the 
most hated people in sports.

Many subjects can be 
blamed such as the government, 
Major League Baseball, but 
mostly the media.  Let’s examine 
the history of Bonds’ relationship 
with the media.  Bonds is not 
a person who is known for the 

friendliest communication skills, 
but when you get to him he really 
does turn into a steam engine.

But why blame the guy?  
He has been scrutinized day after 
day, so he just explodes so to say.

Perhaps the media has 
to be given some blame of 
how they portray Bonds, 
but then again this is how 
Sports Illustrated sells issues.

On a serious note there 
are issues that might cause 
fans and all people familiar 
with the game hate Bonds.

STEROIDS.  That’s 
what we hear in every ball-
park, not including AT&T Park.

I was recently at a Dodg-
ers-Giants game at Dodger 
Stadium and the heckling was 
more than I have ever heard at 
a stadium.  Chants of “Barry 
sucks,” “steroids,” “cheater,” 
all throughout Chavez Ravine.  

I say to myself this man has to 
have the largest amount of toler-
ance in the history of mankind.  

 He goes up and bats and 
hears nothing but boos, he goes 
out to left fi eld and he hears 
more heckling than the average 
person would get in a lifetime.

 I don’t feel bad for Barry, 
I feel bad for the ignorant 
people who ignore the fact that 
Barry Bonds has never tested 
positive for steroids, yet the 
fans continue to heckle him.

 I turn on ESPNEWS which 
I do about two hours a day, and I 
see the headline Bonds to be in-
vestigated on perjury charge.  My 
fi rst reaction was what’s next?

Later that night ESPN 
reporter Pedro Gomez wanted 
a comment from Bonds, Bonds 
then refused and blurted out, “Pe-
dro, you got some serious issues 
man.”  Honestly  Bonds you’re 
the one with issues, and there’s a 
lot of them you have to deal with.

Commissioner Bud 
Selig continues to investi-
gate the steroids allegations.

Fans urgently want 
Barry out of the game.

The only thing to see is 
how strong Barry is physically, 
but most importantly mentally.  

From my view I believe 
Barry Bonds has one of the big-
gest levels of mental tolerance.

Time will tell what happens 
to Barry Bonds, but I desper-
ately want to see him break the 
two legends’ home run records, 
and if he does I’ll be one of 
the few who will clap for him.

 

Commentary: Barry Bonds Deals 
with Issues Beyond Steroids

BY ADAM GONZALES
EL RODEO CONTRIBUTOR
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BY SUMER SANCHEZ
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Junior, Joane Lopez has 
her priorities straight in life. 
Lopez has been working at El 
Rancho Vista HCC, in Pico since 
last summer. “It started out as a 
volunteer job and they ended up 
needing an activities assistant 
so they thought that I would be 
perfect for the job” says Lopez. 
It’s Lopez’s ideal job because she 
has her hopes set on one day be-
coming a RN. “I love working at 
the Vista. I work 20 hours a week  
and the pay is good. It’s more 
than minimum wage. I adore my 
boss she’s more like a best friend. 
When it comes to work we work 
but sometimes we go out to the 
movies and sometimes I even 
baby sit her kids. The people I 
work with are friendly and I ab-
solutely love all the residents.” 

Like any other job, there 
are its goods and its bads. Just 
recently one of Lopez’s favorite 
residents passed away. As hard 
as it may be, the job gives her 
the experience and help to deal 
with the losses that a RN would 
have to deal with everyday. 

On the Job: Joane Lopez 
Helping Out at a Hospital

BY ANDREW PALACIOS
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Are you tired of always 
having to drive far in order to be 
able to hang out and chill some-
where cool? Well if you are, you 
don’t have to worry anymore. The 
Pico Rivera Towne Center may 
not look as hip as you think but 
don’t let it fool you, this quad has 
everything. Although everyone 
may have their own old-fash-
ioned hangouts, you’ll be able 
to spot students of El Rancho at 
the new hot spot, the Pico Rivera 
Towne Center. This place is not 
only a great student attraction, 
it is also a great place for adults 
and others as well. With all the 
clothing stores, restaurants and 
much more; people are able to 
enjoy themselves and find some-
thing that they are sure to like. 
There is definitely something 
there for everyone. It all depends 
on what you are looking for.

For those with an appetite, 
or for those who just want to 
sit and have a good meal, the 
Towne Center has a variety of 
restaurants and good places to 
relax with family or friends. Such 
places include, a newly opened 
Chili’s restaurant (reviewed 
in the last issue of El Rodeo),  
Wendy’s, Red Brick Pizza, The 
Zen Buffet, a wonderful Japa-
nese restaurant, or for those who 
want something fast, simple and 
healthy there is always Subway 

sandwiches to eat and enjoy.
Want to go Shopping? 

The Towne Center provides  a 
variety shops as well. You can 
go bargain hunting at Wal-Mart 
or try something new at Urban 
X, a new store that offers brands 
like Rocawear and Dockers, it is 
all there. For those looking for 
the usual preppy, beach style 
look, “At the Beach” is the per-
fect place to check out. For the 
ladies, there is a Sally’s Beauty 

Supply to cover all their needs.
For anyone looking for a 

snack or just something to munch 
on, the Krispy Kreme doughnut 
shop is available, along with 
Baskin Robins and a Starbucks 
coffee shop, which sells all kinds 
of hot and iced coffee as well as a 
variety of pastries and deli meals. 
Perhaps as the day ends and you 
need a moment of relaxation, 
Borders Book Store is the per-
fect place to sit and relax while 

Pico Rivera Towne Center - Is it the 
New Hot Spot for ERHS Students? 

Although Lopez wants to 
become a RN there are other rea-
sons for her decision to take the 
job at the Vista, “I really took the 
job to help pay my own way for 
the Euro trip to London and Paris 
that sophomore team went on for 
spring break. I wanted to take 
the stress away from my mother 
and work to pay for it myself.” 

Lopez also worked at Sub-
way for a while but the commute 
from one place to the other was 
difficult. “I’m currently trying to 
get my license so trying to get 
from school to El Rancho Vista 

you calm down and read a book 
and enjoy the quiet environment 
until it’s time to call it a day. The 
Pico Rivera Towne Center has 
much more things that weren’t 
listed, but if you’d like to check 
it out for yourself go ahead. The 
Pico Rivera Towne Center is a 
place for you to do whatever you 
want .You can shop, eat, hang-
out, walk around or do anything 
else you’d like. That’s why this 
spot is one of ER’s Hot Spots!
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Questionnaire:
What Do you Think About our National An-
them Being Sung in Spanish? 

“I wouldn’t mind as long 
as they sung the right lyrics.”

- Sophomore Joe Saracho

“It’s right because 
it’s freedom of speech.”

-Freshman Johnny Celiz 

 “I wouldn’t mind.”
-Sophomore Saul Cerventez

 “I think its right.”
-Junior Elizabeth Carillo

 “It’s sweet because its 
showing honor and confidence 
toward people who speak span-
ish. It is also a way to tell people 
who they originated from & show 
respect toward their heritage.”

-Sophomore Pepe Gonzales

 Pico Rivera has all the latest shops including Starbucks and Borders.

then from there to the Subway 
in Whittier was too hard without 
a car. So I decided to quit my 
job at Subway and stick with 
working at the Vista. I decided 
to continue working at the Vista 
because I learn so much from 
the residents and my co work-
ers. They have really taught me 
to appreciate life for all that it is 
worth and I’ve even got a resi-
dent that is 105 years old, how 
many people can say that about 
their jobs?” For Lopez, it isn’t 
only a job it’s a place where 
she can learn and grow from.
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By Gustavo Cordova
El Rodeo Staff Writer
 
 After planning for over 

a year, the Gadabouts fi nally made 
their way across the Atlantic to 
spend their spring break in Europe. 
The fi rst three nights were spent in 
beautiful Greenwich, only a couple 
minutes away from central London. 

 As soon as the El Ran-
cho students stepped on British 
grounds, they met their corky EF 
tour guide Victoria Weller who ac-
companied them for the entire trip. 
The fi rst thing on the agenda was a 
bus tour through the city of London. 

 Later, after getting ready 
in  Davenport House hotel, the 
students went on a walking tour 
of Greenwich. The tour gave stu-
dents the local history of the city 
while showing around shops like 
Bullfrogs and The Observatory and 
places where they could fi nd the 
best lunches like Marks & Spencer’s. 

 A showing of the Cutty 
Sark, the only surviving tea clipper 

named after the garments of one 
of its passengers, followed. Dinner 
was at Goddard’s Pie House with  a 
great variety of pies like chicken and 
mushroom or cheese and onions. The 

rest of the day was left for students 
to walk around the city and shop 
around in the Greenwich Antique 
market with curfew set at 10 p.m. 

 The next morning, students 
took a ferry to London and toured the 
Tower of London fi lled with royal ex-
hibits, and circulating reenactments 
of infamous plots to steal the crown 

A Tale of Two Cities: London & Paris

By Carina Padilla
 El Rodeo Staff Writer

 Over Spring break, El 
Rancho’s Gadabouts Club visited 
Paris, “The City of Lights.” In total, 
forty juniors, sophomores and fresh-
men joined Mr. and Mrs. Zeko, Mr. 
Romero, Mr. Diaz and Ms. Chavez 
to explore this historical city. Even 
though the group waited in England 
for their train a few hours, they 
safely arrived to the city of Paris. 

 The fi rst day in Paris, the 
group toured the city, stopping to take 
pictures by the Eiffel Tower and other 
famous sites. Junior, Adriana Jaime-
Trejo says, “I was amazed by how big 
the Eiffel Tower really is.” The group 
also visited the magnifi cent Palace of 
Versailles. Not only did the students 
see the greatness of the palace, but 
also learned more about its history. 
“Versailles was unimaginably beauti-
ful. While walking through the halls, 
everything we studied just came to 
life,” said junior Danielle Duarte.

  That same day, the group 
also visited the cathedral of Notre 
Dame. “I loved that place. It was 
one of the best places I could have 
ever visited. Inside, the only thing I 
wanted to see was the altar that the 

Mexican community constructed for 
our Lady of Guadalupe,” said Du-
arte. After seeing the cathedral, the 
students had free time to go shopping 
to the Latin Quarter, or department 
stores, or the most famous street, 

the Champs Elysees. Junior, David 
Talavera, who passed by this beau-
tiful street said, “Champs Elysees 
was magical. It is incomparable to 
the streets in the United States.” 

 On the last touring day, 
the Gadabouts went to the Musée du 

Louvre. Once there, the students had 
a chance to take pictures, buy souve-
nirs, and of course, see great pieces 
of art such as The Venus of the Milo 
and The Jaconde (a.k.a Mona Lisa).  

After exploring The 

Louvre, the group divided in 
two: some went shopping; 
the others, to the Catacombs. 

 In the Catacombs, the group 
saw about fi ve million skeletons from 
the 18th and 17th centuries. “At fi rst, 
it was awkward walking through the 

tunnel and seeing so many skeletons, 
but then it became interesting after 
knowing the history,” said Duarte.

 After visiting those places, 
the group went to eat their last meal 
in Paris. After enjoying their din-
ner, the Gadabouts went on a boat 
tour down the Seine River. “I saw 
the most beautiful places of that 
city; especially the Eiffel Tower 
which was shining with attractive 
colors. Everything was beautiful,” 
said Jaime-Trejo. Freshmen, Emily 
Salcido, also enjoyed the boat ride. 
“It was a great experience. On the 
boat ride, I heard a pretty quote: ‘I 
want to light my heart on fi re so that 
I may feel the burning of love’,” said 
Salcido. Finally, the group visited the 
greatest and most famous place in 
Paris, La Tour Eiffel. They took an 
elevator up the tower to get a spec-
tacular view of the city. Once there, 
the students took pictures and saw 
the enormity of the illuminated city.

 At about eleven p.m., 
the group returned to the ho-
tel to pack their suitcases.

Weary yet still excited 
about their tour, the Gadabouts re-
turned to L.A. on Friday, April 14.  

A trip around the London Eye only lasts half an hour. London Bridge is not falling down, it’s as strong as ever.

jewels. Later, a trip around the Mil-
lennium Eye, or Eye of London the 
largest Ferris wheel in the world. Stu-
dents spent time shopping around in 

souvenirs stores and walking around 
shopping centers Covent Garden and 
Piccadilly Circus, followed by a tradi-
tional British dinner, of fi sh and chips. 

  On the last day in London 
they went to Windsor Castle, Queen 
Elizabeth II’s countryside man-
sion. The evening continued with a 
second visit to Covent Garden and 
Piccadilly Circus for more time to 
shop. The trip in London ended with 
some students watching a producu-
tion of Les Miserables at the Queen’s 
theatre and others catching some lo-
cal color in a pub with live music.

 The tour continued with 
a trip from London to Paris via the 
Eurostar, an underground train, but 
unfortunately a train derailed and 
the proceeding gas leak impeded ER 
students from directly traveling from 
London to Paris. Instead a train was 
taken to Ashford station, where Eileen 
Carabes said, “We had to wait in the 
freezing cold and try to keep warm by 
grouping together.” Students waited 
2 hours before allowed indoors and 
then took a second train to Paris.

The famous gardens of the Palace of Versaille that Louis XIV had built during his reign.

Jennifer Goodson- 11th grade
“I liked London better because 

it felt more like home and it’s cool.”

Daniel Alcala- 11th grade
“Paris because the girls 

were far more attractive.”

Lindsey Ley- 11th grade
“I liked both, London be-

cause it’s very clean and Paris be-
cause it has cool shopping places.”

Mr. Diaz- Teacher
“I liked Paris better be-

cause it looks more foreign, and 
Gus licked the Eiffel Tower.”

Eileen Carabes- 11th grade
“I liked Paris better because it 

was so pretty and I loved taking the 
underground with my crazy friends.”

Which  
City Did 
You Like 
Better?

Every hour after the sunset, the 
Eiffel Tower lights up Paris.
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by Jesus Rosales
El Rodeo Staff writer
 Since the beginning of 

Mr. Wlasick’s teaching career, he 
has led many groups of students 
on overseas trips during spring 
break.  This year’s destination was 
the beautiful Italy. From April 9th t
o April 16th, the 15 students, 
teachers and friends did as 
the Romans do, mingled in 
fabulous Florence and rode the 
graceful gondolas of Venice.  

The trip began in the city 
of Rome.  On the fi rst day of the 
trip, they visited the Vatican and 
St. Peter’s Basilica. Along with 
being the center of all Christen-
dom, the Vatican is an enormous 
art gallery and its main attraction 
is the Sistine Chapel. From there 
they went to St. Peter’s Basilica.  
St. Peter’s is incredibly huge; it 
can host up to 50,000 people at a 
time.  To put that in perspective, 
Pico Rivera has a population of 
roughly 60,000. Later that night, 
they ate at a small family ran 
restaurant that blew the Olive 
Garden out of the water. 

 On day two of the trip, 
they went to the ruins of the an-
cient Roman Senate and saw the 
spot where Emperor Julius Cesar 
was murdered.  From there, they 
took a short tour of the city and 
saw the balcony, from where 
Benito Mussolini entered World 
War II, and the monument for 
the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier. The tour continued until 
the Roman Coliseum.  Later that 
night, they went to a little hole 
in the wall, for some real Ital-
ian pizza, which senior Michelle 
Cruz called, “different but good.”  
After dinner, they went on to the 
world famous Trevy Fountain.  

 On day three, they vis-
ited the active volcano, Mt. Vesu-
vius and the ruined city, Pompeii.  
Pompeii looked huge, but nothing 
compared to the bodies engraved 
in the lava. These were actual 
living people who died when 
the volcano erupted and are now 
trapped forever under molten 
rock. That night, they packed 
their bags and left for Florence.

 Day four began with a 
bus ride to Florence, but on the 

Wlasick’s Tour Group Treks Through Italia

way they stopped in the city of 
Assisi, which senior Michelle 
Cruz described as, “beautiful 
and simple because it’s separated 
from the busy cities.”  First, they 
visited the original resting place 
of St. Francis, the church St. 
Mary of the Angels. According 
to senior Anitta Ramirez, “when 
I walked into the little chapel 
where St. Francis died, the feel-
ing I experienced was beyond 
words. It was just so powerful. 
You could feel the religion in that 
place.” They then traveled up the 
hill to the Basilica of St. Francis 
where his tomb is now located.  
Every wall of each of its three 
fl oors was covered with fantas-
tic medieval paintings. They 
arrived in Florence that night.  

 Their fi fth and only day 
in Florence began with a visit to 
Fillipo Brunelleschi’s Duomo and 
a look at Ghibberti’s Gates of Par-
adise. They then had a few hours 

Mr. Wlasick embarks on a new ad-
venture scheduled to take place Spring 
Break of 2007. The ten day tour will 

have you trooping through the streets 
of Berlin,  sightseeing in Mu-
nich, and eating Austrian delica-
cies in Vienna. Contact Mr. Wlasick 

Doge’s Palace is known for facades that date back to the Renaissance.

The Roman Coliseum was the fi ghting ring of ancient gladiators.

The group rode on 
gondolas through
Venice’s famous 
fl ooded streets.

The main bridge in Venice is synonymous to our main boulevard.

The Roman Senate was 
perhaps the birthplace of the 
fi rst modern legislature.

of free time before they visited 
the Medici Palace and The Aca-
demia to see Michelangelo’s Da-
vid. Senior Anitta Ramirez said, 
“I have to go back to Florence 
someday. I left my heart there.”

 Day six, the last 
real day of the trip, was 
reserved for shopping 
and exploring Venice. 
They started the day on 
the small island of Burano 
and went to St. Mark’s 
Square on the main island 
of Venice for a tour of the 
Doge’s palace and a city-
wide ride on a gondola.  
Venice is still a world 
famous trading center 
and had everything from 
designer clothing, to jew-
elry, to music and world 
famous Venetian glass. 
But all good things come 
to pass; and so the next 
day they fl ew out of Milan.

Firenza melts my inner soul.
She whispers sweet nothings at night light
She is a vagabond and in the alleys fl ows
Swaying her dress of mist
Draping the streets like a fi ght
She beckons and calls me to stay, forever as it may
Her gaze is a heavenly test
Where cigarette smoke and fresh tulips rest
Staining her cold cobblestone chest
Sometimes I fear the treading passion of her soul
Her unabridged contemplation will surely set me ablaze to remain
She will swallow any ravenous passion, and roam
She will wait for me, and stay put in stone
Forevermore, Firenza 

By Anitta Ramirez
El Rodeo Contributor

Poetry Corner: On Italy

Mr. Wlasick embarks on a new ad-
venture scheduled to take place Spring 
Break of 2007. The ten day tour will 

have you trooping through the streets 

cies in Vienna. Contact Mr. Wlasick 
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BY STEPHANIE CHAVEZ
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Art Ibarra, a sexy junior that is also very single has earned this 
month’s Simply Irresistible title. This boy has it all: good looks, brains, 
and a totally down to earth personality. Ibarra says, “I’m a pretty laid 
back guy that just gets his work done.” Ibarra hopes on one day be-
coming a reggaeton rapper. He’s not only good at slamming down 
a rhyme but he’s also a composer; the words of a song seem to roll 
out of his mouth effortlessly and as he describes “sometimes I just 
sit in my room for hours and out of the blue I’ll come up with a rap.”

Most of his know him as E-style. He loves going out and danc-
ing; you can find this boy at the hottest all ages’ clubs every weekend. 
You’d think this boy barely makes it in school, but don’t be fooled, 
he maintains an overall 2.70 GPA. He hopes on one day becoming an 
architect that is if he doesn’t make it in the music industry. On dat-
ing Ibarra says, “I know girls think I only f@$# around, but I really 
am a serious guy. One day I want to get married and start a family.”

Ibarra is a laid back, pretty boy. You can find him sport-
ing Ecko but most of the time you’ll see him just wearing a white 
t-shirt, some jeans, and of course some Air Force. He likes eat-
ing enchiladas, sleeping when he’s at home, and talking on the 
phone. He looks up to Wisin and Yandel, two of today’s hottest 
reggaeton rappers. His hero is his father, and most of the time 
you can expect to see them hanging out together after school.   

Simply Irresistible
Art Ibarra Looks Pretty Good on Paper, 
but Does He Measure up to the Title?

Art Ibarra strikes a pose to try to win over the ladies, but he’s not 
about just getting a girl, he cares about the music, too.

Students Strut Their Stuff!

Alex Martinez
Shirt: Guess 
$60.00
Undershirt: Gift
Pants: Sears 
$40.00
Shoes: Vans 
$85.00

Edwin Rodriguez
Jacket: Enyce $75.00
Undershirts: $18.00
Pants: Sean John 
$85.00
Shoes: Jordans 
$200.00

Mario Juarez
Shirt: JC Penny’s 
$30.00
Undershirt: $8.00
Pants: Mervyn’s 
$75.00
Shoes: Robert 
Wayne $108.00 

Check Out These 
Hot Prom Dresses 
at Windsors

Store: Windsors
Price: $89.50
Color :Beige/ Gold

Store:Windsors
 Price:$169.50
Color: White/ 
Beige

Store: Windsors 
Price: $99.50
Color: Pink

Quiz:
Are you a Prom-
A-Donna? Find 

Out!
1) When you first see your 

friends each day your standard 
greeting can best be described as:

-Hey, hi or how’s it going.
You’ll never believe this! (insert 
gossip here) Isn’t that insane?

-Last night I had the weird-
est dream and it really got me 
thinking about our Prom plans...

Q: Your Prom night outfit is:
-Still sitting on a rack 

in some store, I haven’t 
even started looking yet.

-An idea more than a re-
ality. I know what I want but I 
just haven’t been able to find it.

 Q: You have put remind-
ers of the date of your prom:

-On every calendar within a 
3 mile raius of your house circled 
in bold red permanent marker.

-On your desk calendar 
and in your school planner.

Q: You’ve always thought 
that a cool prom theme would 
be ‘THE SEVEN WON-
DERS OF THE WORLD’ so 
when the prom committee 
called for suggestions you:

-Stuffed the ballot box 
with your very excellent idea.

-Launched the ‘SEVEN 
WONDERS’ campaign you have 
been planning since freshman year.

-Told a gossipy class-
mate your idea and hoped 
it would just get out.

Q: Your ideal prom date is...
-A true hottie who 

will romance the night away 
with you and you alone.

-A good friend who never 
fails to show you a good time.

-Prom dates are for 
people who  are  afraid  
to do anything alone.

Q:You have your prom 
night itinerary planned...

-Down to the last detail 
including bathroom breaks and 
scheduled romantic moments.

-Loosely, you know when 
you’ll be picked up, what time 
dinner will be served and when 
the dance begins but anything be-
yond that you’ll just play by ear.

-Why plan a timetable 
when it will just fall apart?

Q:The best  
prom night is spent...

-With the love of your life.
-With a group of good friends.
at home far away from 

the prom night insanity.
Q: The ideal way 

for prom night to end is...
-In the arms of your sweetie 

with a lingering kiss under a full 
moon and sky filled with stars.

-With a ton of good 
memories and a safe ride home.

-With a pulled fire 
alarm and a room full of 
drenched party-goers.

Q: True or False: Prom 
will the definittly be the big-
gest moment of your life.

True False
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  If you’re a die hard, 
trashed music, electrifi ed sound, 
jubilation of art, fan of the Yeah 
Yeah Yeahs then Show Your 
Bones might be a let down. The 
band matured. They grew up. 
Don’t plan to listen to another 
“Black Tongue” or plan to go 
on a “Date with a Knight.” This 
time around, plan on being taught 
life lessons by a “Gold Lion” 
and that it is not enough to just 
“show your bones.” However this 
album will give you a Fever To 
Tell. This album symbolizes the 
ambitions of this couture punk 
trio and how far they plan on 
taking their success. Go ahead 
pick up this album listen to it, live 

Bubba 
Sparxx turns 
on the charm 
with his new 
album The 
Charm. He 
fl atters his 
audience of 
big booty 
women and 
if you’re not 
included, he 
gives you 

 Pink reaches out to 
women in this feminist album, 
brutal towards the idea of ste-
reotypes while holding nothing 
back. She busts 50 Cent for his 
“hoochies” jiggling everywhere 
in music videos, mocks Jessica 
Simpson, and if you want to be-
lieve, Paris Hilton as well, for 
self-degradation while grinding 
on cars half naked, pouring suds 
on her Hollywood fi gure. But 
hey, under all the chastisement on 
celebrity lifestyle it is inevitable 
to fi nd yourself singing a verse 
or two from catchy tunes like 
“Stupid Girls” or “Who Knew.”

****-Because we 
all love to hate celebrities.

by it, and like it because Karen O 
leaves nothing to the imagination 
and gives it to you raw.
***** - Because you will never 
hear anything like this.

a taste of what you can have 
with “Ms. New Booty,” his 
new single, and other included 
tracks like as the “Rim Spins” 
that just wont let you sit down 
when your up dancing. This 
album is dedicated to the dance 
fl oor and it irresistibly makes 
you want to dance.
**** - Because we like to get 
jiggy with it.

The Best of the Latest
All on Pink, Yeah Yeah Yeahs & Bubba Sparxx

I’m Not Dead- Pink

The Charm- Bubba Sparxx

Show Your Bones- Yeah 
Yeah Yeah

 “If You Loved Me,” is 
another of Marilyn Reynolds’ en-
try in the series about teens strug-
gling with realistic issues. This 
one is about a girl named Lau-
ren, a senior who lives with her 
perfectly understanding grand-
mother, who is in love with her 
handsome boyfriend, Tyler, but 
has made a promise to herself to 
never make the same mistakes her 
mother made. Lauren is against 
drug use because she was born 
addicted, and she feels hatred to-
ward her mother, who died during 
an explosion while manufacturing 
methamphetamines in a make-
shift kitchen lab. She is intolerant 
of others, and her whole world 
falls apart when she discovers 
Tyler’s is cheating on her with 
a classmate. However, he insists 
that his motives were altruistic; 
he wanted to remove the pres-
sure of sex from their relation-
ship and, besides, he slept with 
a young woman who had been 
sexually abused by her father. For 

some insane reason, this makes 
sense to Lauren and she begins 
to reestablish a relationship with 
him. By chance, former drug ad-
dicts come to her school to talk to 
the students’ and-surprise-one of 
them is her father. Lauren begins 
to loosen her hold on the hatred 
she feels for her parents and to 
empathize with their addictions. 
This is a great book to read it is 
interesting and I recommend it.

Teen Angst 
Presented AgainBy Gustavo Cordova 

El Rodeo Staff Writer By Karina Munoz 
El Rodeo Staff Writer

By Stephanie Chavez
El Rodeo Staff Writer

 Kathe Koja’s novel The 
Blue Mirror isn’t an ordinary 
young adult novel. The Blue 
Mirror is a narrative novel told 
by sixteen-year-old Maggie. 
Maggie is a young artist and her 
job at school is to be invisible, 
at home to take care of her al-
coholic mother. Maggie like any 
other teen tries to get away from 
all of this and starts hanging out 
at the blue mirror the only place 
she can get away from everything 
she hates. The blue mirror is a 
cafe located downtown where 
she goes and draws every night. 
Maggie like any other teenage 
girl falls into the wrath of a young 
boy named Cole.  Maggie is im-
pressed by Cole’s dangerous life 
on the streets and when he tells 
her he loves her Maggie forgets 
about everything and everyone; 
forgetting her responsibilities 
and worries, she begins skipping 
school and starts hanging out 
with Cole and the two strange 
girls who always follow him 
around (Jouly and Marianne.) 
Maggie deeply in love and blind 
foresees what Cole really wants 
from her. Cole isn’t what he 
seems to be, read to fi nd out what 
Maggie really sees when she 
looks at him with all her heart?     

Kathe 
Koja 
Hanging 
at Blue 
Mirror

Ely Chinchilla
El Rodeo Staff Writer

Ghost Recon Advanced War 
fi ghter is one of the new games to 
make its way to the Xbox 360, 
considered to have possibly the 
best graphics on the 360 market.  

The game takes place in the year 
2013 in which the United States 
army has a new integrated war 
fi ghter system that makes them 
the new and improved modern 
soldier. The gamer has to use 
Captain Scott Mitchell and his 
Ghost and Special Forces to go 

on a quest to save the president. 
The squads enter in Mexico 
City, Mexico. At this time the 
game veered away from some 
of its old details that were bring-
ing down the game play. Other 
than the graphics the game now 
has a linear level design and 
better artifi cial intelligence. 

The game is great online 
as well as off. The game has 
a campaign that will keep the 
gamer satisfi ed from beginning 
to end. While online, one can 
play with friends and tackle the 
campaign together and as well 

as play against each other. The 
game also offers multiplayer 
online campaign. Gamers can 
go with up to 3 other players and 
work together to pass the game.

 Those that aren’t sure 
about getting the game can try 
a free demo of the game. Those 
with the gold membership for 
Xbox Live can download a free 
demo on the Xbox Live market 
place. There are two demos avail-
able; one is for playing offl ine 
and one for online. The game is 
as good as the shooters can get at 
the time and is 9 out of 10 stars.  

Xbox Shoot Out

Reynolds continues her teen 
series with this installment.

Xbox thriller surpasses expectations.

What was the Last CD you Bought?

“The last CD I bought was 
the Detachment Cd because I 
really wanted it.” -Dorian Mota

 “‘The 70’s Hits’ because 
I like oldies better than today’s 
music.” -Alejandra Preciado

“The last CD I bought was 
an old Sublime CD. I listened 
to it everyday.” -Randy Castillo

“I don’t buy CD’s, I 
burn them.” -Daisy Cervantes

“The last CD I bought was 
Mariah Carey’s ’The Emancipa-
tion of Mimi’ Cd”-Jamey Maqueda
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By Michelle Garcia 
El Rodeo Staff Writer

 In protest to HR4437, 
the new bill on immigration, 
over one thousand El Rancho 
students assembled outside the 
school and refused to attend their 
classes. The absence of more 
than one thousand students cost 
the school between “$30,000-
$40,000” said Mr. Collins.

 Following the tactics 
of recent nation wide school 
walk outs, El Rancho students 
marched toward local high 
schools to gain further support.
 “First we went to Pio-
neer high school, then to Whit-
tier, then to Montebello, the to 
Garfield, and finally we stopped 
once we reached Los Angeles’ 
City Hall- in downtown L.A.” 
said Junior, Amber Schmidt.

 “I respect their right 
to walk for a cause but I do 
not approve of them not be-
ing in school… they hurt 
their education,” by not at-
tending school says Collins.

 Students across the na-
tion are up in arms about the new 
bill submitted by the House of 
Representatives, HR4437, which 
orders the deportation of all il-
legal immigrants. The bill also 

states that anyone who aids and 
or hires illegal immigrants will 
be fined and possibly imprisoned. 

 The majority of El 
Rancho students marched across 
Los Angeles County because 
“many across the country were 
going to be deported back 
to their country and I think 
that is unjust,” Schmidt says.

 Collins says, “There’s 
pluses and minuses to both 
sides [of the bill] … they 
have the right idea but they 
need to make it workable.”

 Junior Ceaser Lopez 
adds, “Hispanics are an important 
part of society especially since we 
take up most of California’s pop-
ulation.” Hispanics are no longer 
a minority in Southern California.

    Overall the protest was 
peaceful and well organized. 
The endless parade of student 

protesters was escorted by police 
cars. Law enforcement made 
sure that the students were safe 
and not getting out of control.

Lopez was arrested for 
“running around the street with 
a Mexican Flag.”  Police officers 
continuously warned students 
to stay on the side walk and 
those that refused were arrested.

 While marching on 
the Whittier blvd. the students 
were greeted and cheered 
on by business workers and 
cruising automobiles. Adult 
supporters even parked their 
vehicles and handed out free 
bottles of water to the students.

 “I was very tired by 
the times I reached the middle 
of Whittier blvd. and I appreci-
ated the free water but most of 
all I appreciated their support,” 
said Junior Armando Montes. 

 On Monday March 27th, 
El Rancho Students took the initia-
tive to walkout of school, to protest 
against the proposed bill HR4437. 
The original bill proposed that 
if you could not prove your U.S. 
citizenship the government could 
detain you and remove you from 
the country. It also proposed that 
the country would waste thousands 
of dollars on building a fence along 
the southwest boarder. The bill 
states that being an undocumented 
worker is a crime and of all the 
convictions, a felony. The defini-
tion of a felony is: a major crime, 
as murder, arson, rape, for which 
statute provides a greater punish-
ment than for a misdemeanor. 
The penalty is usually death or 
imprisonment in a penitentiary, 
but the proposition recommends 
deportation. It also defines people 
who give jobs to the illegal immi-
grants as accomplices to a felony. 
It has come down to people help-
ing out others is now a crime. 

 Although, the govern-
ment does allow some fortunate 
immigrants the opportunity to live 
in this country legally, thanks to 
the random lottery program, only 
50,000 immigrants are allowed 
to live the United States a year. 
The government has the power to 
choose where they want their im-
migrants from, so if they decided 
they want 50,000 immigrants from 
Canada every year then 50,000 

By Anthony Morales

Dissent Is Not Disloyalty 
Students March Across L.A. County in Hopes of Getting 
Senators Attention to ‘Scrap’ Immigration Reform Bill.

 On Monday March 27, 
2006, students of El Rancho High 
School protested the bill H.R. 
4437. By 8:20a.m. When the 1st 
bell had rang students had already 
gathered in front of the school and 
all together walked out. A couple 
boys that yelled “Viva Mexico” 
led the group. When gathered in 
front of the school most students 
not knowing what they were do-
ing or what they protested asked 
what they should do next; student 
Cesar Lopez said, “I don’t really 
know what it was about, I just 
needed a day off, LOL.” The stu-
dents having already made a point 
there began making their way 
down Washington Blvd; as told 
by one student “We were headed 
to Pioneer and from there to other 
schools, by the end of the day we 
were in East L.A.” This wasn’t a 
surprise for many, these students 
had just been influenced by all the 
schools of Los Angeles. 

  On Friday the 24th 
students had done the same, they 
had protested and walked, but 
wouldn’t you say our students 
were a little too late.  Student 
Samantha Escalera when asked 
why she had not walked out sim-
ply said “I am against the bill or 
bills know, but if they wanted to 
be heard they could have simply 
done it on Saturday; most stu-

Canadians could move here. Who 
is to say one ethnic group is more 
qualified to move here than an-
other; it should be based on each 
individual case and not a number. 

 There have been many 
questions and concerns about why 
there are so many illegal immi-
grants that are from Mexico. Mex-
ico unfortunately has something to 
run from. Although, there is a few 
people in Mexico that are wealthy 
and who have an education, the 
rest of the country has to live un-
educated and in poverty. Most im-
migrants come to America to have 
better lives; the only sad part about 
it is that often the breadwinners 
of a family leave behind a group 
of people who are unskilled and 
dependent on one person’s income. 
So before our government decides 
that all illegal immigrants should go 
back to where they came from and 
cut the lifelines of desolate fami-
lies, they should realize how much 
immigrants contribute to the econ-
omy and diversity of this country.

 The bill should not be 
passed not only because it is wrong 
but because it affects a lot of people 
all over the country, which is all the 
more reason to support the students 
who decided to walkout and show 
the world that this proposal is a 
bad choice on our government. The 
students know that it is not only 
affects our families but our com-
munities and our futures. Many say 
the students don’t know what they 
are protesting for and the students 
don’t know what they are doing, 

but we students do know, more 
than ever that all races are being 
affected by this bill. What many 
don’t realize is, that if the walk-
outs never had occurred then there 
would have been no reason for the 
government to think twice about 
the bill. The walkouts did more 
than voting would have because 
they got the people to pay attention 
to an issue that has been going on 
for years but needs to be confronted 
now. Students proved that what 
was going on did not only affect 
the immigrants but their families 
and their children too. It is said 
that we live in the land of the free, 
but in truth there is no such land.

dents don’t even know what they 
protested, they simply used it as 
an excuse to get out of school.” 

 Unlike the walkouts 
for Chicano rights in 1968 these 
students protesting and walking 
out know more than 35 years 
later aren’t even sure why. On 
Tuesday, El Rancho High was 
put under lockdown prohibit-
ing students that had already 
entered the school unable to 
leave. With this when 2nd period 
came around students rioted and 
wanted out; students from Pio-
neer were in front of the campus 
and were determined to take El 
Rancho students with them, un-
able to leave the campus students 
protested in the halls; a group of 
students being followed by secu-
rity called out “Mexico, Mexico!”

  Though most students 
protested peacefully, there was a 
couple of arrest. It was said that 
there would be another major 
walkout on Friday. When asked 
about a student Yesenia Gaytan 
responded, “Yes we had told each 
other about it on MySpace, ev-
eryone posted messages about it.”  
fortunately the students backed 
out and decided that having an 
organized walk out after school 
would be the best. Unfortunately 
not a lot of students joined, 
this showed that the students 
who didn’t participate out of 
school simply only went on the 
other walkouts to skip school.   

 

HR 4437 Immigrant Reform Hits the Streets
Con.

By ADAM GONZALES
el Rodeo Staff Writer

BY ANthony Morales
el Rodeo Staff Writer

Pro.
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 “Although I was going to the ERUSD Board Meeting last night to chastise the District for not yet negotiating a pay raise 
for this year, when I heard that the media was coming to record an orchestrated attack on the high school and the district for the 
flag incident at Montebello High School, I changed my topic. I showed up a few minutes early for the meeting and began draft-
ing some remarks. However, when the Veterans began to speak, I was very impressed with the respectful and thoughtful ap-
proach that most of the speakers took. One or two did call for the offending student to be expelled as well as call into question 
the training that our students are receiving, but on the whole, their disgust was conveyed in a reasonable and low-key manner. 

Then, a young man rose and spoke about a friend of his in the military who had been killed in Iraq. He said that the young man who 
had raised the Mexican flag “had a right….” Instantly, many of the veterans began catcalling and trying to shout the young man down. 
When asked by the board president to allow him to speak, they continued to shout at him, including “Go Back to Mexico!”  The young 
man remained surprisingly composed and reasonably articulate, and he got and deserved applause similar to the response that the veterans 
had received. A teacher and Pico Rivera resident then got up and spoke, also quite eloquently, about the right of her children to protest 
government policies. The veterans’ responses to her remarks were not as vehement, but she still received negative interruptions. As a result 
of the veterans’ attempt to squelch the voices of those with whom they disagreed, I felt compelled to respond with the following response:

 “Where was the media when our academic decathlon team was so successful? Or when our 
kids and our schools were commended for a lower than average drop-out rate or a higher than aver-
age 4-year college attendance rate? It is disappointing the things that we choose to give our greatest attention.

America is facing a concerted and conscientious effort to stifle free speech—both spoken and symbolic. (At this point, the vet-
erans’ color guard began to march out—a reaction which I felt compelled to point out actually emphasized my point that allowing 
opposing views is what this issue is all about). This federal administration and its supporters have used false patriotism as a club to 
silence all legitimate debate. Anti-government speech is patriotic! It was patriotic in the mouths of Thomas Paine, and Patrick Henry, 
and Jefferson, and Franklin. It was patriotic in the mouths of Henry David Thoreau, and Martin Luther King, and Cesar Chavez. 

 To rail against the corruption of purchased politicians, against the abuses of corporations and the often criminal col-
lusion between politicians and corporations is patriotic! Our real wages have been weakened; international treaties and long-
standing accords have been cancelled or reneged upon; the safety of protections for workers and the environment have been 
decimated; and our soldiers and our country have been put in harm’s way by policies based on proven lies and broken laws.

 The symbolic distress signal of an upside-down flag may actually be very appropriate for our ship of state. The elevation 
of another flag above a country’s flag is reprehensible and inexcusable. According to the frenzy of the net, this symbolic gesture 
was perpetrated in several places across the country. It is offensive, and it was meant to be! Such offense was intended by the 
soldiers in Iraq who, against orders and therefore against their training, but in the excitement of the moment, pulled down the 
Iraqi flag and raised Old Glory. It was symbolic speech, a quick photo op, then it was taken down—as was the flag in Montebello.

 The story is told that when Henry David Thoreau was put in jail for not paying taxes in protest of the govern-
ment’s immoral support of slavery and its criminal fabrication of the so-called “Mexican War,” his friend and men-
tor, Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Henry, what are you doing in there?” Thoreau purportedly replied, “Waldo, what 
are you doing out there?”  I respect honest soldiers and sincere veterans—my father is a WWII veteran, and I re-
spect him as much as anyone I know—but today, my question to the veterans is, “What are you doing out there?”

 As a teacher and a citizen, I am deeply troubled by hypocrisy. Perhaps no president and no administration in his-
tory has betrayed our soldiers and veterans more than the present administration. Its hypocrisy, its abuse of power, its reck-
less endangering of soldiers and civilians, its flagrant flaunting of illegal behavior should have the veterans in the streets. 

 As an Eagle Scout, I was trained in flag etiquette. I was taught to respect the national symbol. I am offended by 
ignorant disrespect. However, I was not as offended by one or two foolish children, as I was by the flag desecration per-
petrated by thousands of so-called patriots. Surely you remember the ocean of car antenna flags flapping. You also 
must remember that those same flags became shredded while those flag shreds flapped for many months.. This was 
an absolutely flagrant desecration of our national symbol, but I heard no angry protest, no real respect for our flag. 

 Immigration and undocumented workers are a major issue. People have a right to rally on both sides of the issue. The 
desire to make political hay by passing a deeply offensive bill with ridiculously harsh penalties was designed to provoke a political 
firestorm. The protesters rightly targeted the reprehensible provisions of a bad bill. True Americans welcome political speech and 
sincere protest. The veterans have a right to be incensed by ill-chosen symbolism. The protesters have a right to be incensed by ill-
chosen policy. We all have a duty to be incensed by hypocrisy in all its forms. Feel free to attack or adopt my own personal motto: 

“The greatest threat to democracy is hypocrisy! Seek truth! Speak truth!”

Tim McMullen
El Rancho Unified School District Board Meeting

4/27/06
Addendum
“After the session I took the opportunity to speak to a number of the veterans who had stayed. We had very ami-

cable conversations, and several of them confided that they were also very frustrated with the current Presidential admin-
istration, but that desecration of the American flag was well over the line of legitimate protest. That such an act can dis-
tort and derail dialogue should be taken to heart by those whose goal is to win over hearts and minds. The misuse and 
marketing of the flag to mask illegitimate corporate and political behavior should also be abhorred and decried by all.”

Flag 
Flipping
Fiasco

By Michelle Garica
El Rodeo Staff Writer

   In the midst of the stu-
dent rally, at Montebello high 
school, an identified El Rancho 
student imprudently haltered 
a Mexican Flag and an upside 
down U.S. flag onto the flagpole. 

   The very next day news 
of this unpatriotic incident was 
on the front cover of the Whit-
tier Daily News, a local news 
paper. Soon after that it was 
broadcasted on local and national 
radio stations and newscasts. 

      The unidentified Don 
was confronted by El Rancho’s 
principal and Dean. He was disci-
plined and in an attempted to re-
vive El Rancho’s reputation with 
Montebello he wrote an apologet-
ic letter to the school.  Attached to 
this was an open-letter sent out by 
El Rancho principal, Julie Ellis, 
where she clearly states that this 
incident is not a reflection of the 
entire school; this was carried out 
by only ONE El Rancho student.

    In retaliation and out-
rage, veterans showed up at the 
recent El Rancho school board 
meeting in their full military at-
tire. There they lashed out at the 
school and student who regret-
fully insulted the American flag. 
Much debate took place at the 
board meeting. Veterans took 
the podium and spoke their piece 
and so did teachers and civilians. 

     This event recieved a 
lot of media attention because 
many across the nation are ex-
tremly concerned with this issue.

   El Rancho student raises con-
troversy by desecrating U.S. flag.   Recent school board meeting turns into a war zone as veterans and civilians get into heated arguments over the disrespecting of the U.S flag.

Veterans Stand Up For the U.S. Flag 
at El Rancho School Board Meeting

Note to Editor
       “Just finish reading the ar-

ticle on the walk out. If this was writ-
ten by a student in your class, then I 
have the right person. If not, you can 
pass this on to the one whom it per-
tains. Do they even know why they 
walked? I really don’t care. This is, 
after all, America. Don’t like it, leave 
it. Walk their ASS back to Mexico as 
far as I care and wave the Mexican 
flag they want. What sickens me is 
the young men and women in the 
armed forces are dying EVERY-
DAY, just so people like these, can 
do things that like. It’s a shame this 
school has no more control over it’s 
students than this. Crying shame.”

-Cindy and Lenny Moore
   recieved via email
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By Steven Caudillo
El Rodeo Staff Writer

 The El Rancho Dons 
boys’ tennis team finished a 
roller coaster of a ride Del Rio 
League season this past Thursday 
against the Cal High Condors.  
Although their game against the 
Condors wasn’t crucial to their 
league placing, just like any other 
Del Rio League match up they 
went into the match determined 
to win.  The Dons attitude and 
demeanor was never in question 
in their crushing 16 to 2 loss, 
it was just the Condors were to 
much for the Dons to handle.  
Co-captain Gus Torres offered 
his own assessment on the Cal 
High game by saying, “ Cal 
High was a very tough game for 
us because they were undefeated 

Boys Tennis Team Fresh 
off Disappointing Prelims

Track Team Sweeps 
Del Rio League Titles

 Girl’s Softball Team
Steals League Title

By Ely Chinchilla
El Rodeo staff writer
 League Finals for golf 

was a two day event in which 
Robert Garcia was the only one 
to make the 2nd day. He received 
a medal for coming in 5th in 
League even though he ended 
up being disqualified for a score 
dispute. The top 6 of the event 
received a medal while the top 
three advance to the next event. 
Coach May is proud with how the 
team has done all season because 
they always kept improving. He 
also is impressed on how well 
Garcia did in league because 
the field is one of the hardest 
to play on. Garcia scored a 169 
in both of the days in league.

Dons Took 
a Swing at 
League

By Steven Caudillo
El Rodeo Staff Writer

 This past Friday, the El 
Rancho Dons boy’s volleyball 
team hosted the Santa Fe Chiefs 
in their final Del Rio league match 
up.  The game held no significant 
purpose regarding the league title.  
The Dons had already clinched 
the title after their first match 
up with the Chiefs.  El Rancho 
played like a team with nothing 
to gain and came up on the losing 
end.  Coach Picon commented 
on the game against the Chiefs 
by saying, “It was a good game 
to have before playoffs.”  The 
Dons finished the season with 
9 wins and 1 loss in league play 
and 17 wins and 3 losses overall.  

The two time Del Rio League 
champs are currently preparing 
for their first round CIF match 
up against Palos Verdes High 
School this upcoming Friday.  

 Palos Verdes is defi-
nitely going to be a worthy op-
ponent because they come from a 
well balanced league.  El Rancho 
players have been anticipating 
CIF since the beginning of the 
season.  Senior Rhyan Rivera 
talked about how long he and his 
fellow seniors have been waiting 
for this moment by saying, “For 
the seniors on the team, CIF has 
been long awaited for four years, 
and that ring is only five wins 
away.”  For now, El Rancho could 
only prepare and wait until they 
begin their quest for the CIF title.    

Boys Volleyball 
Team Set for CIF

By Jesus Rosales
El Rodeo Staff writer

 Last Thursday, May 4, 
the Dons boys and girls track 
and field teams swept the Del Rio 
League titles at Whittier College.

 Led by Coach Ray El-
liot, the boys have claimed three 
consecutive league titles and the 
girls have taken four in a row.

 Facing a field com-
prised of Whittier, Santa Fe, La 
Serna and Cal High, El Rancho 
dominated.  The boys’ team 
won 11 of the 16 events and 
the girls topped second place 
Santa Fe by a good margin.

 Senior Daniel Argueta, 
had a strong showing, and won 
2 individual events.  Argueta 
won both the long jump and the 
triple jump events. Manny Mejia 
took home his 9th career league 
title in the 800 in just 4 years.

 Thomas Pasos won the 
discus event while Albert To-
riz claimed victory in the shot 
put category. Brandin Garcia 
(300 hurdles), Luis Guevara 
(1600) and Fernando Hernan-
dez (pole vault) also took home 
league titles for El Rancho.  

 For the girls’ team, 
freshman Natalie Galvan 
was clutch, claiming three 
individual league titles and 
helping win the 1600 relay.

 Jessica Boling and 

Megan Barr also came up 
big for the girls.  Boling took 
first place in the triple jump 
and Barr topped the opposi-
tion for the high jump crown.

 This upcoming Saturday, 
will send at least 32 competitors 
to the Southern Section Division 
I CIF prelims at Trabuco Hills 
High School in Mission Viejo.

Senior Thomas Pasos 
said, “We hope to get all of our 
competitors to the CIF finals.”

 He thinks there’s 
a good chance too. “If we 
work hard enough, our goals 
will be accomplished.”

 The week following 
CIF prelims, El Rancho is set 
to participate in the Southern 
Section Division I CIF Finals, 
to be held at Cerritos Col-
lege in the city of Norwalk.

 Thomas said, “I’ve 
worked hard all year. I hope 
a have a huge CIF ring 
when all is said and done.”

 It’s certain that many 
of the boys and girls on the track 
and field team feel the same way 
and are hungry for a CIF crown.  

 What would be a bet-
ter way for these athletes to 
validate the hard work they 
put into this year and the past 
few years than a CIF crown?

 

By David Torres
El rodeo staff writer

 
 On Friday May 5, the 

El Rancho baseball team had a 
decisive game against Santa Fe. 
The dons won this game by a 
score of 8-2. Even though Santa 
Fe scored first, in the third inning, 
El Rancho came back by scoring 
six runs in the same inning. Now 
the Dons improved their record to 
16-5 overall and 11-2 in league 
which put them in 2nd in league 
under first place La Serna and 
ranked 4th in CIF. The dons still 
have the chance to take league, 
they only need Cal High to beat 
La Serna once in their two game 
series and El Rancho has to win 
their next two games against Pio-
neer. Coach Price and his team 
look forward to CIF with much in 
mind. They begin CIF on May 18th 
with a game at 3:00 but until then, 
they still have two games against 
Pioneer. The games will be on 
Wednesday May 10th away and 
Friday May 12th being their last 
home league game before CIF. 
Also, congratulations to senior 
Jonny Garcia for being player of 
the week in the Del Rio League.

Second 
Place Is Not 

Enoughgoing into the game and unfor-
tunately we lost.  We don’t feel 
to disappointed about it because 
we played with all our heart.  
The only moral victory we came 
away with was when our number 
one doubles team defeated Cal 
High’s undefeated doubles team.”

 Fellow co-captain Mike 
Lorenzo put the season had passed 
into perspective by saying, “ It 
was a long adventurous season, 
which turned out to be the best of 
my El Ranch High school career 
because of the time and effort 
my teammates and I dedicated to 
this season.”  The Dons finished 
with 8 wins and 6 losses overall, 
and 6 wins to 4 losses in league 
play.  This past Friday was the 
last day of the Dons participation 
in Prelims.  Unfortunatly none 
of the Dons players made it past 
the second round into CIF play.

By Oscar Medrano
El Rodeo Staff Writer

 El Rancho’s high 
school softball team beats is on 
a winning streak. The softball 
team is almost through with 
the league and they are doing 
great. Next game is tomor-
row, May11th, against Whittier.

 The softball team has 
almost finished with league and 
the soft ball girls go strong. Their 
record is 6-2, and with two games 
left, they have of a good chance 
of winning first in the league. 
The team is confident, but not 
cocky, in their ability to win. 
“The team is doing great, we still 
a little to improve on, and overall 
I think the team is doing well. 
The thing that girls still have to 

improve on is their hitting. They 
still have to hit more aggressive.” 
Said the softball coach Martinez. 
He also said that the team has a 
great defense. The team is also is 
feeling just as good as the coach 
is. Some of the players think 
that they could have done better.

 “The team needs to 
make some offensive improve-
ments. If we would hit harder 
we could have gone undefeated,” 
said Stephanie Gonzales. The 
whole team has an energetic at-
titude. “Yeah we have a good 
chance of winning league this 
year,” the team said. The girls 
still have to work on some thing, 
but the way things have turned 
out so far there will surprise 
when everything is finished.

Lady Dons play Whittier Cardinals tomorrow May 11, 2006

Boys Volleyball Team are the 2006 League Champs

The El Rancho Dons finished this year’s season with an 8-6 record.


