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For the fi rst time in sixteen 
years, Mr. Wlasick, El Rancho’s 
drama director, and Ms. Espinoza, 
Choraleer’s and Song and Dance’s 
coach, teamed up to present the 
Broadway classic, West Side 
Story. The last time El Rancho 
hosted a musical was ten years 
ago. The Little Theater’s stage 
welcomed audiences of all ages 
to enjoy any one of the presenta-
tions which started on Wednesday 
December 6th, a dress rehearsal 
with an admission fee of fi ve 
dollars, and ran until Sunday De-
cember 11 at a cost of ten dollars. 

The musical centered 
around two lovers caught in New 
York’s West Side’s fi erce gang 
wars between the Puerto Ricans 
and second generation Americans 
in the late 1950’s. Mr. Wlasick 
jumped at the chance of produc-
ing a musical with his long time 
affi liate, Ms. Espinoza. He ex-
plains, “I enjoy working with Ms. 
Espinoza and musicals happen to 
be a passion of mine. I’m happy 
just to expose all audiences to live 
theater as opposed to movies and 
TV.” He adds, “I actually had a 
list of musicals; my fi rst sugges-
tion was Oklahoma, my second 

BY: THOMAS MEDINA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

El Rancho history was made 
on Saturday, November 26, when 
the El Rancho Cross Country 
team achieved its highest position 
in school history. Their phenom-
enal season ended with a 5th place 
victory at the State competition. 
After spending grueling months 
of training and practicing these 
athletes were able to go further 
than any other sport at El Rancho 
this year, coming only 5 team 
points short of going to Nationals. 

The exceptional athletes 
that ran at this amazing event 
were Manny Mejia, Julio Jimenez, 
Luis Guevara, Justin Mejia, John 
Huerta, Jesus Sanchez and Pe-
dro De Alba. According to head 
coach Ray Eliot, “We should do 
even better next year, fi ve of our 
seven varsity athletes that ran in 
the State competition are going to 
be returning next year.” However, 
the two seniors, Manny Mejia 
and Julio Jimenez are a large part 
of the team. “We will suffer the 
most in our leadership, those guys 

were a big part of our team,” said 
Coach Eliot of the two seniors. 

The State completion was 
a 5 kilometer, or about 3.1 mile, 
run. Each athlete must have in-
credible endurance to be able to 
undertake such a strenuous event. 
The fastest time by an El Rancho 
student at this competition was 
about 15 minutes and 58 seconds, 
which was by Luis Guevara. 

This incredible cross 
country team was ranked at 22 
in the entire nation. Not only 
are they in the top Rank in CIF, 
but they came in second place at 
the CIF competition too. They 
broke many school records too. 
Manny Mejia broke the schools 
personal record with a time of 
14 minutes and 53 seconds and 
they broke the schools team re-
cord too. These are considerable 
improvements over last year, 
when they placed 12th in CIF. 

“We had an incredible 
year this year, but a terrible day 
for state. I’m very proud of their 
achievements even if they did 
not do as well as they could have 
on competition day. We should 

do even better next year with 
so many people returning to the 
team,” said coach Eliot. “We 
have steadily progressed. We 
keep setting our sights higher and 
doing better. Now we have our 
sights set on going to nationals.”

“We would like to thank 
Coach Eliot, sincerely for all his 

help and support, he has sacri-
fi ced a lot of his time to help us 
run better,” said the cross country 
team. Additionally, Seniors Man-
ny and Julio said, “we wish the 
best of luck to next year’s team. 
We hope that they can do even 
better than we did this year and 
make it all the way to Nationals.”

Back to 
the Bayou:

Mrs. Lorio 
Returns Home to 

Lend a Hand. 

BY LILIAN ARCE

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

What is there to say about 
Mrs. Lorio? Many would say 
that she was a fun teacher; oth-
ers would say she was cool. It’s 
sad to say, but Mrs. Lorio will 
no longer be teaching at El Ran-
cho. Mrs. Lorio and her family 
are leaving the home they have 
here in California to go back to 
New Orleans. Sadly, the dev-
astating hurricane Katrina hit 
Mrs. Lorio’s hometown, leav-
ing plenty of damage. When 
Mrs. Lorio went back to see 
her family, she described New 
Orleans with sadness in her 
voice saying,  “I look around at 
the people; it looks like it was 
the Great Depression.” She also  
hopes to fi nd a job as a teacher. 
She is sad to have to leave El 
Rancho because she loves it so 
much and she’s made so many 
friends. It will be extremely 
hard to leave them behind. She 
needs to return home to help 
restore hope to her community. 
What Mrs. Lorio says she’ll 
miss most about El Rancho are 
her students because they were 
good kids and were always kind. 
As a teacher here she learned, 
“how to be a really good teacher 
because the kids helped me to 
see who I am as a teacher.” It 
will be hard for Mrs. Lorio to 
leave a place she has gotten so 
used to. She advises students to 
go out and see the world. Mrs. 
Lorio was a great teacher and 
will be missed by many of her 
students as well as staff mem-
bers. El Rancho wishes the best 
of luck to Mrs. Lorio and  her 
family back in New Orleans. 

El Rancho’s very own Cross Country team poses for a picture after a 
hard fought season fi lled with new records being set.

Wlasick and Espinoza Merge Forces for Musical

suggestion was South Pacifi c, and 
my third was West Side Story.” 
Ms. Espinoza wanted to produce 
West Side Story because she 
says, “I thought the boys would 
enjoy it. It’s more serious, not 
so cutesy,” for it contains a lot 
of fi ght scenes as well as highly 
emotional scenes. This musical 
demanded physical and emotion-
al stamina from the cast. Drama 
students started production since 
the second week of school and 
the entire cast rehearsed every-
day from six to nine for the three 

Cross Country Team Races to the Top

Look inside to Find...
                         

Holiday Boxes   
Given with Love... 
Students from El Ran-
cho reach out to less 
fortunate children in 

other countries.

                       
A Side of Ms. 

Ellis You Have 
Never Seen... Who 
knew that the princi-
pal volunteered her 

time to help Academic 
Decathlon

weeks prior to the opening. The 
numerous, hardworking thes-
pians executed violently suave 
fi ght scenes and complex dance 
sequences on a relatively small 
stage. The jumped, and sang, and 
fought, and danced, and cried, 
and laughed, and performed. Dur-
ing the play, the lights went out 
but the actors went on with the 
show as if nothing had happened. 
Audiences responded well to the 
musical as all ages have enjoyed 
it and praised the talented cast.

Because the cast was a mix-

ture of Ms. Espinoza’s singers and 
dancers and Mr. Wlasick’s drama 
students, everyone needed to be 
on the same level in both acting 
and singing and dancing. Very 
quickly, both teachers worked 
hard to develop each individual’s 
talents in order to play each role. 
Ms. Espinoza admits that for her 
kids, “Its been really diffi cult. 
They started not knowing any-
thing but they’ve learned a lot. 
I knew Mr. Wlasick would push 
them to do better.” Similarly, the 
drama students had to learn a lot 
of choreography and lyrics to pull 
off their roles. Ms. Espinoza also 
noted, “Some of them are really 
talented, they can sing and dance. 
Some were like ‘uh, I don’t want 
to do that’ but they’ve come along 
way.” She’s very pleased with the 
way the cast reacted to one anoth-
er. She says, “I was pleased to see 
both classes merge into one. My 
kids helped them with the singing 
and dancing and they helped my 
kids with the dramatics. They’re 
going to miss each other, I think.” 
Both teachers look forward to 
collaborating again, but not until 
next year for Mr. Wlasick’s play 
season will begin soon as well 
as Ms. Espinoza’s competitive 
season. This year marks the re-
newal of an El Rancho tradition. 

The fatal fi nale as Maria mourns her lost love, while the other char-
acters stand captivated.

                             
 Quality Wrestling... 
Bouncing back from last 
year’s unfortunate defeat, 
these varsity athletes are 

ready for action.
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Ms. Ellis is an admin-
istrator, a teacher, a public 
speaker. However, few people 
know she devotes some of her 
time to the Decathlon team 
members. Ellis visits the team 
twice a month and keeps in 
constant contact via E-mail 
in order to prepare the team 
for the speech and impromptu 
sections of the prestigious 
event. She began helping the 
students in the summer and 
will continue to help, even 
up until the week before 
the ten-event competition.

Before she became prin-
cipal, about fourteen years ago, 
Mr. Anderson, the Decathlon 
coordinator, asked her to help 
the team with their speeches 
and impromptu events of the 
competition. She spends one 
on one time with each student; 
she listens to their speeches 
and critiques them. Ellis tries 
to develop their skills as pub-
lic speakers by showing them 
how to speak in front of an au-
dience. She explains the only 
way to teach these skills is “by 

demonstrating public speaking  
like when to make a pause, 
when to change the pitch of 
your voice, when to make 
gestures,” and the important 
thing to remember is to “talk 
to the audience as opposed to 
at them, and humor is always a 
welcome asset.” Her time and 
effort seems to have made a 
strong impression on the team. 
Alexander Delgado, senior in 
his second year of Decathlon, 
says, “She helps us deliver 
our speeches with more char-

acter and personality.” She is 
also up front in her criticism. 
“It’s plain and simple, either 
it sucks or it doesn’t. She tells 
you the truth,” Delgado says.

Ellis emphasizes that 
it’s not just about helping the 
students impress the judges at 
competition, it’s about teach-
ing them “a life skill, to learn 
the tools necessary to hold 
someone else’s attention and 
communicate clearly. Commu-
nicating effectively is a skill 
that we need in school, in our 

jobs, in our specifi c responsi-
bilities in the community.” Ms. 
Ellis takes great pride in being 
able to offer any of her skills to 
anyone willing to absorb them.

Although Ellis is an ob-
vious choice because of her 
experience as an orator and 
teacher, she chooses to help 
Decathlon for personal rea-
sons as well. As principal, she 
has become a removed entity, 
an administrator who enforces 
school policy. Still, she is a 
dedicated teacher at heart and 
working with Decathlon helps 
her stay “in contact,” as she 
describes. Ellis admits some-
times as an administrator it is 
hard not to get caught up in a 
tangle of trivia and adminis-
trative duties. Being principal 
drastically limits the amount of 
direct contact she has with stu-
dents. She contests, “We [the 
administrators] have very little 
effect on the students. We have 
a direct effect on teachers. It’s 
the teachers that have a direct 
effect on the students.” That’s 
why helping these students be-
came important to her, to keep 
in contact with students as well 
as the teaching part of herself. 

Principal Ellis helps to read over students’ essays to make sure they 
are ready for their oral presentations.

 BY SUMER SANCHEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

This Christmas, junior Tania Arevalo has volunteered at 
the Fox Hills Mall to be Santa’s little helper fortunately this 
is not her 1st time doing it. Arevalo said “Even now I’m look-
ing forward to it. It’s always been a great experience for me.” 
Arevalo and good friend Daisy Alfaro, senior here at the Ranch, 
both attend an ROP class “to become a recreation leader.” The 
class gave them the advantage  and  the opportunity to work 
with Old Saint Nick. Arevalo said that she originally applied 
for the Santa Clause position, but she wasn’t quite what they 
were looking for, so she received the position of an Elf. They 
will be there at the Fox Hills Mall from 12 p.m. till 8 p.m the 
weekend before christmas. “I really just want to do it for the 
kids, I remember when I got to sit on Santa’s lap and it was a 
good memory so I’m glad to make that same memory for these 
kids,” says Arevalo. Tania is considered to be a very generous 
person so this is no surprise coming from her. It’s nothing new 
coming from Arevalo because she’s been helping Santa at the 
mall for the past three years. During the Christmas season few 
take the time to spread some cheer, but this girl is not only tak-
ing time out of her life to spread cheer but trying to help out 
in making memories for these kids that could last a lifetime.

El Rancho’s Elf

Misunderstood Matt

BY SAMANTHA ESCALERA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Matthew Middlesworth 
of Pico Rivera might look 
intimidating and a little fright-
ening but deep inside he’s the 
most sensitive person you’ve 
ever met. Matthew is currently 
a senior at El Rancho High 
School. Matt has feelings and 
dreams just like anyone else 
does. He doesn’t dress like 
many other people because he 
expresses himself as his own 
person. He doesn’t dress the 
way he does to look like other 
people,  it’s just his way of ex-
pressing himself.  He isn’t part 
of the trends that everyone 
sees today. “What keeps me 
motivated is knowing that I’m 
not categorized I am whoever 
I want to be.” says Matthew. 
He doesn’t care whether he is 
liked or not. He impresses no 
one, except for a select few 
who he trusts. Matthew isn’t 
really the type who likes to 
socialize. It takes him a while 
to get to know someone, so 
please don’t get offended if 

he doesn’t talk to you, he’ll 
come around. Matthew pre-
sumes himself as sometimes  
being a jerk with people but 
it’s only because he’s afraid 
to express himself.  Matthew 
is very judgmental but he has 
his reasons. He might be a 
little harsh at fi rst but he loos-
ens up afterwards. Matthew’s 
a really great guy; you just 
have to be willing to accept 
him for him. His two best 
friends are Thomas Pasos and 
Sarah Lira. “The only people 
I trust and care about are my 
two best friends, Thomas and 
Sarah. I don’t know what I’d 
do without them.” says Mat-
thew. Matthew does really 
like school, but he just doesn’t 
have “Blue Pride”. He is a very 
bright student. “Mrs. Zeko and 
Ms. Segal were real inspira-
tions to me. They helped me 
to become what I am.” Matt 
explained. Although, in his 
opinion school is not what he 
wants to do but it’s a neces-
sity, if it wasn’t, he would just 
go hang out with his friends.

   Matthew is also very 
career oriented. He wishes to 
attend an Art Institute in Los 
Angeles or Orange County. 
He isn’t exactly sure what his 
future career holds ahead of 
him but he knows how to keep 
himself busy. He will attend a 
University  in the future but 
right now he is like many se-
niors; confused and undecided. 

BY STEPHANIE CHAVEZ

 EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Mr. Raul Elias is a new 
teacher here at El Rancho High 
School. But is he really new to 
El Rancho? He attended high 
school here during the 1960’s 
and has come back to teach at 
his alma mater. He says “It’s 
like being back in an old pair 
of shoes; very comfortable.” 
He played varsity football un-
der the legendary coaching’s 
of Ernie Johnson. He said “It 
hasn’t changed much and even 
now I love being here.” He 
grew up here in Pico Rivera 
with his family and says that 
he was considered one of the 
special ed kids “I got to ride 
around in the little bus, but that 
didn’t hold me back, I was al-
ways successful at everything.

Before coming back he 
had quite a life, he owned 
this big shot company called 
“The Elias Corporation” it 
was a company that managed 
the consultants for the U.S 
government. And to think he 
gave it all up for us! He drove 
around in a Porsche and now 
owns a Mazda. He says he 
regrets none of it because 
know that he’s back he can 
do the things that were left 
undone. He’s only been teach-
ing here for 12 weeks and 
already loves all the students.   

Elias is a great teacher 
and has his unique ways of 
teaching. Student Yesenia 
Gaytan said “It’s hilarious he 
dresses up in costumes and 
that’s the way he’ll teach us.” 
He’s always there for his stu-
dents helping them however 
he can. Most students consider 
him a very funny teacher. He 
always tries to help out how-
ever he can, whether it has to 
do with his class or not Stu-
dent Justin Rosiles said “He’s 
the only teacher that’s been 
there for me, when everyone 
was asked if I should be sent 
to Salazar, he’s the only one 
that’s said that I shouldn’t, 
he’s always believed in me!” 
He always tries to help every-
one individually and believes 
that we’re all one. He always 
says “If one fails we all fail.”

And You Thought She Was “Just” the Principal

Arevalo shows her Christmas spirit by volunteering to help out Santa 
this year.

 Welcome 
Back
Mr. Elias
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ries they have now.  They need 
the memories of how they 
spent their Christmas with the 
people that they love. I myself 
think (and I’m sure others 
would agree) that our soldiers 
need to come home for the 
holidays and take a break from 
all the fi ghting and deaths they 
see. But, sadly, there are those 
families who can’t see their 
loved ones because they have 
left this world fi ghting for our 
country. They shouldn’t be 
sad because they had a son 
or daughter, cousin, sister or 
brother, even a father who was 
brave enough to go to another 
country to fi ght for their own. 
They should be proud. Just 
because they can’t see, hear, 
or touch them, doesn’t mean 
they’re not there. So for Christ-
mas this year, take a second or 
two to think about our soldiers 
and hope that they’ll be ok 
and be able to come home 
soon, for their family’s sake.

BY ALMA JAUREGUI

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

In recent news there 
have been many reports on 
the “Choking Game.” The 
choking game, also called 
“Blackout,” “Space Monkey,” 
and “The Passing-Out Game” 
is done by kid to get a sort of 
high. The kids usually choke 
themselves by apply pressure 
to the carotid arteries in the 
neck to stop the blood fl ow 
and oxygen from reaching 
the brain. When this is done 
the person will either lose 
consciousness for a while or 
become light headed. When 
the blood is relied back to the 
brain, it creates an elated rush. 

Parents may ask, “Why 
are my kids doing this?” The 
answer is very simple: we 
as children are brain washed 
to stay a way from drugs.  A 
girl named Sasha Sepasi was 
recently in the news; she died 
from the choking game. Sasha 
had moderately good grades in 
school and was liked by many 
people, so why did she die? The 
reason she died was because 
she wasn’t the type of person 
who would do drugs. I think 
that this girl died for a stupid 
reason. What would have 
her parents preferred to fi nd 
when they walked in to their 
daughter’s room, to fi nd their 
daughter dead or smoking pot? 

All the adults from the 
baby boomer age had a chance 
to have their fun and experi-
ment with drugs, but now that 
some of those people are in 
high-paying careers like sen-
ate and get to create new laws, 
they are banning all the drugs 
and activities that they used 
to do back when they were 
young. By making marijuana 
and other drugs illegal they are 
forcing children to fi nd other 
ways to get “high.” Instead of 
the parent blaming their chil-
dren’s friends for what they get 
into they should take a look at 
themselves and stop trying to 
be so overprotective with their 
children. I am not saying that 
drugs are good, but they’re 
better than some kid dying 
from choking themselves 
to death just to get a high.

BY LILIAN ARCE

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 All over the United 
States, thousands of families 
have a loved one or loved 
ones fi ghting the war over in 
Iraq. It’s sad to say that these 
families have to spend holi-
days without their loved ones. 
There are young children who 
may have never really been 

Hoping to Be Home for the Holidays

able to see their relatives 
because they may have left 
while their mothers were still 
pregnant or were just simply 
too young to remember. For 
these soldiers, there have been 
a series of important events in 
their families’ lives like fi rst 
steps, graduating high school 
or college, marriages, and 
even deaths, but weren’t here 

to witness any of it because of 
the situation in Iraq. This year 
for Christmas, it would be a 
dream true for the thousands 
of families to have our sol-
diers come home for the holi-
days. Many families haven’t 
seen their loved ones for a 
long time; for them to come 
home would truly be amazing. 
Just think of what our soldiers 
would say if they were told 
that they get to go home for 
Christmas? To really go home 
and be able to sleep in their 
own bed, in their own room 
and not a bunkhouse; to re-
ally see their families and not 
the soldiers who have become 
their non-blood family, to see 
the place that they left behind.

 I think our soldiers 
need to come home for the 
holidays. They need to come 
home to make new memories 
they can look back on when 
they go back to Iraq and not 
just look back on the memo-

Choke:
Don’t Get Caught 
Up in the Game.

Tookie’s Troubles Took His Life

“I think he deserved to die. He 
killed innocent people. What 
goes around comes around.”
        -Liz Gonzalez, 12th grade

“Tookie’s a sick man and they 
waited too long. If they want-
ed to kill him, they should’ve 
killed him on the spot.”
    -Jonathan Yanez, 12th grade

“The kids’ death is fi nally 
avenged.”
      -Thomas Pasos, 12th grade

“It affects people different 
ways. His followers might get 
angry and start rioting.”

-Juan Fierros, 12th grade

U.S. soldiers fi ghting the war in Iraq don’t get a grace period.

BY MARIA RAMIREZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 More than 30 years 
ago, “Tookie” co-founded the 
Crips gang in Los Angeles. 
After he was accused for four 
murders and sentenced to 
death in 1981, he transformed 
himself behind bars, writing 
children’s books to discour-
age kids from joining gangs. 
Stanley “Tookie” Williams is 
one of the most famous death 
row prisoners. Because of 
the people from all around, 
including Hollywood stars, 
anti-death penalty activists, 
former gang members, educa-
tors and more are now racing 
to save his life. On October 
24, a California court refused 
his fi nal appeal. He was given 
a December 13 execution date, 
ahead of two other death row 
prisoners whose last appeals 
had already been turned down. 
But for years before redemp-
tion, Tookie’s anti-gang 
work had a big infl uence on 
young people across the U.S. 
He has been nominated for 
fi ve Nobel Prizes and one of 
his books won two national 
honors. Earlier this year, he 
received a Presidential Call 
to Service Award from none 
other than George Bush.

AN OPINION
BY ALMA JAUREGUI

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

We can all feel a little 
safer this Christmas, now 
knowing that Stanley “Tookie” 
Williams has been executed.

Throughout the long 
and heated deliberation on 
whether to allow or deny 
“Tookie” clemency, there 
were many issues brought to 
the table by the Tookie sup-
porters. One issue that was 
brought up was race. Now can 
someone please tell me what 
race had to do with his execu-
tion? Stanley was brought up 
on charges and convicted for 
killing 4 people, and still the 
public makes it seem as if the 
only reason they executed him 
was because he was black.

If the governor would 
have granted Tookie clemen-
cy, it have been the worst deci-
sion made in history. Tookie is 
responsible for creating one of 
the most notorious gangs in the 
world. He has indirectly killed 
many people with his little 
protégé called the “Crips”.  In 
my opinion redemption was a 
still isn’t a factor in this case.

I can’t believe that 
the fact that Tookie wrote a 
children’s book actually won 
him a Nobel Prize. What if 
Richard Ramirez had written 
a children’s book? I highly 
doubt that he would have 
won any prize at all. So why 
do we honor our criminals? 
Tookie Williams was a men-
ace to society and he deserved 
what he got. There is one 
less hazard in our world now.
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Holiday Boxes Are Gifts of Love
BY CINDY MENDOZA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

  El Rancho students and 
staff are gathering a few spe-
cial items to help twelve year- 
old boys and girls in Baja, 
Mexico. Children in Baja often 
don’t receive as much comfort 
as other children and this is 
why it is such a great idea that 
El Rancho is gladly helping 
them out with Christmas pres-
ents. These items are placed in 
boxes and shipped to Baja just 
in time for Christmas. Teach-
ers like, Ms. Guzman say, “It’s 
a good we’re participating in 
something that helps others.” 
Guzman also says she is in a 
comfortable position to give to 
others and there are many oth-
er ways to give. Guzman also 
states that, not only should it 
be for Christmas, but it should 
also be all year round. Ms. 
Guzman made four boxes of 

her own for two boys and two 
girls and she says that she is 
very glad to give to them and 
wishes more people should 
participate. Another teacher 

who participated in this great 
event is Mr. Meza, who had 
about fi fty boxes and assigned 
each row in his class of forty 
students. He has ten rows with 

four students in each row and 
says that his students did such 
a great job, that they can bare-
ly close each box. Meza also 
gave about eight more boxed 
to some relatives and thinks 
that this is the greatest idea 
that the school has ever done. 
“It’s a satisfaction knowing we 
can give back a little of what 
we have and I’m going to try 
to go back for more,” said 
Meza. Out of two-hundred 
and fi fty boxes or more, there 
are only about fi fteen boxes 
left. This donation is so great 
and staff is so happy that the 
El Rancho students are be-
ing involved in this because 
they are going to make the 
children in Baja, Mexico so 
happy for Christmas.  “Even 
the Grinch is proud of this 
event,” says Mr. Reed. Thank 
you to all the staff and students 
that found it in their hearts 
and helped out in this event. 

Looks like Mr. Meza found a new job as Santa Clause!!!!

College 
Bound?

Seniors Speak 
About Where They 

Hope to Go. 

BY KARINA MUNOZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

“I have applied at USC 
because that is the school I 
want to go to and it is closer 
to home.”

-Nancy Olmos 12th

“I have applied to many uni-
versities. I’ve applied to CSU 
Long Beach, CSU Dominguez 
Hills, CSU Monteray Bay and 
San Diego State.” 

-Sarah Corona 12th

“I have applied to USC be-
cause I like that university and 
I have been working hard to 
get in it.”                                 

-Petra Sanchez 12th 

“I have applied to UCLA be-
cause I like that school.”
           -Crystal Castaneda 12th

BY MARIJKE TORRES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

In the north parking lot 
of El Rancho, some students 
from Santa Fe High School 
were joyriding while under 
the infl uence.  They crashed 
into an El Rancho students car, 
junior Anthony Cachu’s.  His 
van ricocheted into Ms. Carre-
on’s 1990 Honda.  When Ms. 
Carreon found out what hap-
pened, the fi rst thought that ran 
through her mind was, “Thank 
God that someone didn’t get 
hurt, and I’m glad that my car 
wasn’t involved in any injury.”  

It is going to cost Ms. 
Carreon over $700 to repair 
her car.  She says, “The in-
surance company should 
cover the damages, and my 
insurance shouldn’t go up 
because I wasn’t in my car, 

and it wasn’t my fault.”  The 
damages that were done to 
her Honda were the front 
left headlight, and dented the 
whole left side.  They also 
took out the back tail lights.  

The impact on the Santa 
Fe’s students’ car was so hard 
that it had pushed Anthony Ca-
chu’s van all the way into Pas-
sons blocking traffi c on both 
sides.  “I was so relieved that it 
wasn’t one of our students that 
had crashed into my car, but 
I was pretty angry that those 
students were from another 
school.”  Ms. Carreon is not 
planning to take any legal ac-
tion, but “the driver’s family is 
going to cover my expenses.”  

Ms. Carreons car is in 
the shop now, but she will be 
getting it back on December 
12th. So for future refer-
ences, don’t drink and drive!

 A Crash Course 
in Car Collisions

Ms. Carreon’s car on the right, and the Santa Fe student’s car on the 
left after this unfortunate accident.

BY JORGE NUNEZ & CHRISTINA 
RUBALCAVA

 EL RODEO STAFF WRITERS 

After selling raffl e tick-
ets to their family, friends, and 
fellow classmates for about a 
week, the Gadabouts managed 
to raise  $1074.94. The raffl e 
was held at Shakey’s Pizza 
Parlor. About sixty people 
showed up throughout the 
evening. The prizes that were 
being raffl ed were: museum 
tickets, $25 gift certifi cates to 
Mimi’s cafe, Marie Calendars’ 
Pies, tickets to the Sand Diego 
Zoo, and the grand prize was a 
video iPod. All the prizes were 
from a generous donation 
from several patrons such as 
Mimi’s cafe and Cheep Trims.

About eight o’clock, stu-
dents along with their families 
gathered around the cash reg-
ister, where the winners were 
announced by Mr. and Mrs. 
Zeko. Some winners were stu-
dents others were part of the 

faculty, like Mr. Romero who 
won tickets to the museum of 
Native American Arts. Un-
fortunately, the winner of the 
grand prize was a no-show 
and was later given the prize. 

The Gadabouts will be 
using the money to cover 
some of their tipping expenses 
for their trip. The Gadabout 
Club, which is composed of 
forty students and a few teach-
ers, will be fl ying to Europe 
during spring break for seven 
days. The trip for the students 
amounts to approximately 
$1700 and is all inclusive, 
which means all is paid for. 

The Gadabouts will be 
visiting various historic at-
tractions through the streets 
of Paris and London. They 
will be seeing historic land-
marks such as the Eiffel 
Tower and Big Ben. For 
further information you may 
ask the president Jennifer 
Goodson, the co-president 
Gus Cordova or Mrs. Zeko. 

The Gadabouts 
Getting About
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Where to 
Now?

Students Discuss 
Their Plans for 

Their Future After 
El Rancho

BY MARIA RAMIREZ
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Affordable Portable Party Potties
SUMER SANCHEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Tim Rubalcaba, an 11th 
grader, is not only a good stu-
dent and an athlete on the var-
sity football team, but also a 
businessman. In May of 2005 
Rubalcaba, his mother, and his 
uncle started up their very own 
business, Affordable Portable 
Party Potties, “It’s a tongue 
twister. When I fi rst started 
taking the orders it took me 
awhile to get used to saying it. 
It requires a lot to work at Af-
fordable Portable Party Pot-
ties, you have to be bilingual, 
a good seller and you need a 
lot of patience .But that’s not 
something I have a lot of, but I 
get the job done none the less 
because I like working there. 
I mostly take the orders but 
from time to time I deliver 
too. Besides I don’t only work 
for the money, I also work to 

help my mom with the bills 
and I don’t mind at all because 
I’ll go out of my way to help 
my family.” Rubalcaba says. 

 While working there 
Rubalcaba has learned not only 
that work isn’t always easy but 
also that you need to be a good 

lifter. “Once I was delivering 
and I hurt my lower back from 
lifting one of the porta-potties, 
it hurt but it didn’t keep me 
from doing the job.”  Work-
ing after school and weekends 
Rubalcaba still has time to 
keep up with school work 

and “Chill with the homies”. 
 He is not only plan-

ning to save up for college but 
he is also planning on going 
there in style. He’s currently 
saving up money to buy  a 
2006 Mustang.  “I don’t only 
need it to get around, but i 
need a way for the ladies to 
be able to ride around with 
me. I could also use the car 
to help out with upcoming 
events for football like the 
team dinners, beach trips and 
for the usual cruising with the 
homies.” Rubacaba has plans 
to atend USC, “I plan on be-
ing a dentist after college be-
cause dentists make bank and 
I wouldn’t mind getting paid 
at all.” Working at Affordable 
Portable Party Potties has 
showed Rubalcaba that hard 
work could pay off.  Through 
this working experience of his, 
Rubalcaba is now set for a long 
life of working hard for what 
he needs, deserves and wants..

Tim Rubalcaba on the job

 “Go to community college 
then transfer to a Cal State or 
UC.”                

 -Arlene Gutierrez, 12th

“I would like to attend Cal 

Poly Pomona to study Civil 
Engineering.”

-Fernando Cervantes, 12th

“I would like to graduate from 

High School then become an 
actress.”

-Rayna Guzman, 10th  

“I will like to be a musician or 
something having to do with 
music.”

-Danny Recinos, 12th 

“I plan to become a Probation 

Offi cer to keep everyone on 
check.”

     - Edward Luna, 11th

Restaurant Review 

BY TONY CHAVARIN 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITERS

Just this past Saturday 
in Rivera Park’s gym, Pico 
Rivera’s Christmas Basket 
Committee conducted a spe-
cial food and toy collection 
for needy families during the 
Christmas season. People of 
Pico Rivera, students from El 
Rancho and St. Hilary’s, as 
well as Boy and Girl Scouts 
helped out by bringing canned 
foods, toys, fruit, fresh meat, 
and bottled drinks for the drive. 

The city proved they 
were in the spirit of giving and 
generosity that comes with the 
Christmas season when food 
and toys began to overfl ow the 
shopping carts provided. They 
began to fi ll the plastic-lined 
trash bins in the gym, and when 
about three or four of them 
where fi lled, they had fi nished.

The basket handout was 
scheduled to be at one in the 
afternoon, so families began 

Pete’s Patio
Baskets Bring 

People Together

to line up. The Committee 
handed out the baskets of 
food and toys to the families, 
but even then, people were 
still coming in to contribute 
more. Altogether, the drive 
had collected 854 boxes of 
food and toys fi lling the long 
tables lined up against the 
gym walls. On the fl oor were 
red trash bags fi lled to the brim 
for the unfortunate families in 
Pico Rivera. The Christmas 
Basket Committee ended the 
drive and handouts at six.

The committee is com-
promised of thirty-two seniors 
working year-round, collect-
ing cans and funds from Pico 
Rivera residents, their thrift 
store, and corporate donations. 
These donations go to the 
families registered with the 
Committee every month, but 
their main goal is the Christ-
mas Basket drive. Their de-
termination has paid off well, 
and for a good cause, too.

BY: MONICA ALDERETE

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

With the warm cheese 
on the fries we dip our forks 
into the plate that can be a 
feast for one but enough for 
two. This delicious order of 
chili cheese fries can stop the 
hunger of any one as well as 
satisfy their taste buds. But not 
full enough? Treat yourself to 
the various side orders such 
as curly fries, onion rings, 
chicken nuggets, and stuffed 
jalapenos. These and many 
dishes of food are specially 
made in the restaurant located 
in Downey called Pete’s Patio. 
This restaurant is a great place 
to go and hang out or just treat 
your self for lunch without go-
ing over your wallets budget. 
Serving dishes such as beef 
wet burrito, carne web site, 
tamales, and tacos made with 
fi sh and chicken can bring the 
culture of Mexico into your 
mouth. Pete’s also serves corn 

dogs, hot dogs, chili dogs, 
hot dogs with cheese and as 
well as beans with cheese. 
Pete’s also serves up scrump-
tious salads for those who are 
either on a diet or just don’t 
feel like pigging out, which 
include the popular Caesar 
salad, the chicken, tuna, taco 
and as well as the green salad. 
These salads are served in a 
unique corn made plate which 
can be eaten after or while 
enjoying your salad. Without 
doubt Pete’s Patio cooks up 
quite an appetizers as well as 
main dishes, but their menu 
doesn’t end there. They also 
include desserts that any one 
would like in a summer day 
or after a well served meal. 
A sundae, a banana split or a 
regular ice cream cone either 
dipped in chocolate or not can 
be a well ending for the meal. 
So next time your hungry or 
craving various types of food 
go to Pete’s Patio where the 
food is worth your money. 



El Rancho High school

Holiday Dec. 14, 2005Page 6Page 6Page 6Page 6Page 6

BY SARAHI SAITO

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 Bored with the same 
old Christmas tree? Maybe its 
time to give our holidays a 360-
degree dramatic make over! 
How about turning the tradi-
tional Christmas trees upside-
down, give it a new twist? The 
upside-down Christmas trees 
are now been sold.  Inverted 
artifi cial evergreens are now 
available on several retailers, 
and people are taking them.

 Where did this idea come 
from? This type of trees takes 
us back to Germany during the 
12th century. The Germans use 
to hang their Christmas trees in 
the form of a chandelier during 
the holidays as a way to pay 
respect to their culture. Who 
would have thought that a 12th 
century German custom would 
become the new Christmas 
trend in LA and New York?

Not only does this give 
our holidays a new make over 
but it rocks the retails store’s 
stock empty. These fl ipping 
trees offer different styles, 
which are: fl oor, ceiling, and 
wall. Many retailers have sold 
out on this particular Christ-
mas tree. Target.com came 

out to be a big time distribu-
tor of the upside-down trees, 
“Target.com is stocking out, 
it is selling the upside-down 
trees pre-strung with lights 
with prices ranging from $299 
to $499,” stated nbc5i.com. 
The upside-down trees vary 
in prices, they can range any 
where from $65 to $500. Ham-
macher Schlemmer can’t even 
keep its $599.95 pre-lit model 
in stock; it’s already sold out!  

Similar trees are also available 
at ChristmastreeForMe.com in 
the 5-to-7-foot range ($280-
$504). Wow these trees are 
certainly emptying the stocks. 
What makes the upside-down 
trees so interesting? The un-
usual shape allows the tree to 
stand in small places such as 
in between two cabinets or in 
a small corner. The artifi cial 
trees are hung from the wall or 
ceiling, or come with a weight-

ed base to provide extra stabil-
ity to prevent tipping and lean-
ing, which makes them more 
secure and stable than the tra-
ditional Christmas tree. Also 
the inverted shape makes it 
easier to see ornaments, which 
get lost in between the foliage 
and needles, and the wide-
open bottom allows more gifts 
to be placed under the tree. 

The untraditional Christ-
mas trees have raised a lot of 
voices!  “This is not the typical 
tree, but if you want to wow 
people, this is the tree” said 
Patrick Hooper merchandis-
ing specialist for Star Ware-
house. Some people are really 
excited about these trees; they 
love the attention obtained by 
them. Some people believe 
it to be a new exiting thing 
to look at, or something fun 
for the family. Gina Elwell 
of Stillwater picked up one 
in January, “I just thought it 
was really unique and cool!” 

The upside-down 
Christmas trees are a new, 
exiting, and practical holi-
day thing, so if you get a 
chance to buy or simply ad-
mire the evergreen German 
chandelier do it, and do not 
worry, Santa will fi gure it out! 

Top 10 
Holiday 

Gifts 
for Him 
and Her

Celebrate Christmas Upside Down

BY CHRISTINA RUBALCAVA AND 
JORGE NUNEZ

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 Are you having 
trouble fi nding the perfect gift 
for your family or friends? 
If so, you are in luck. It 
seems that more people are 
into the Hollister and Ab-
ercrombie look this year. 

For Her:

1. BUTTON DOWN SHIRT 
2. DESTROYED JEANS

3. FUR JACKETS (THEY ARE 
HOT RIGHT NOW) 
4. BALLET FLATS

5. MINI SKIRT WITH LEG-
GINGS

6. BUILD-A-BEAR

7. POLO SHIRTS

8. KNITTED SWEATERS

9. PURSES

10. SUNGLASSES   

For Him: 

1 .XBOX 360 (IS THE MOST 
REQUESTED SYSTEM)

2. BLAZERS

3. BUTTON DOWNS

4. POLO SHIRTS

5. COLOGNE

6. JEANS

7. VIDEO GAMES

8. JACKETS

9. SKATEBOARD

10. CDS / DVDS 

A gift that would be good 
for both, but might be pricy is 
the new iPod, and if you don’t 
know what to give them, you 
can always give them a gift 
card to their favorite store.

 
BY CINDY MENDOZA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Most Memorable 
Holiday Moments

BY SAMANTHA ESCALERA

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

In addition to El Ran-
cho’s  annual food drive to 
help the needy families in 
Pico Rivera, Spanish teacher 
Mrs. Lugo held her own 
annual canned food drive.

 “I know how generous 
the people in this community 
can be when they are given the 
opportunity,” said Lugo. Mrs. 
Lugo held the canned food 
drive for nearly two weeks. “It 
was supposed to be one week, 
but the activities offi ce moved 
back the start date a week so 
we actually did it for at least 
two weeks,” Lugo said. Mrs. 
Lugo explained how she loves 
getting her students excited 
about helping others. When 

 Calling All Cans:
Spanish Students Band Together for 

Their Own Canned Food Drive

The up-side down Christmas leaves more space for more gifts. 

El Rancho studnets show their Christmas spirit by collecting canned 
food to give out to the less fortunate.

“When I saw my fi rst girl-
friend I fell in love with, and 
we spent Christmas together.” 
– Christian Chavez 12th Grade

“I got to spend Christmas 
with my grandmother, one 
week before she passed away.” 
– Edward Luna 11th Grade

“This year is going 
to be my most memorable 
Christmas because I’m go-
ing to see my cousin who I 
haven’t seen in fi ve years.” 
– Marlene Muniz 12th Grade

“When I took my grand-
parents to Big Bear for the 
fi rst time ever.” – Mario Jaime

 “My most memo-
rable Christmas was when 
I met my grandfather 
for the very fi rst time.” 
– Jessica Lopez 10th Grade

asked about how helping out 
makes her feel, she exclaimed, 
“How can you not feel fabulous 
about making a positive con-
tribution to our community?” 
Mrs. Lugo’s classes brought 
in a grand total of 1,270 cans. 
All of her classes contrib-
uted. Her fi rst period class 
brought in about 545 cans, 
but her second period class 
brought in an average of 13.5 
cans per person, so they won. 
The competition was most 
class average. The winners 
also received a pizza party. 

“It makes me feel good 
but it makes me feel better to 
see that the kids see beyond 
their own needs. It’s amazing 
how ingenious they become. 
And how proud they are about 
their results,” said Lugo. 
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Celebrate Christmas Upside Down
BY ALISSA CAREY

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Natalie Wold-Salcido 
is a senior and she’s also an 
artist.  Natalie has been draw-
ing since she could pick up a 
pencil, so about two or three. 
Most people would say her 
drawing style is comparable 
to Jhonen Vasquez, the creator 
of morbidly funny comics like 
Johnny the Homicidal Maniac. 
A lot of her art is based on 
anime, manga, cartoons and 
video games in general. In-
die music also infl uence her 
drawings because art often 
infl uences other art. When 
asked about how her artistic 
style came to be she answered, 
“My anime style developed 
more after my introduction 
to Japanese animation. After 
that it matured into what it is 
now….a seething mass of fi lth. 
I am not afraid to draw what I 
feel like. My drawings range 
from being absurdly innocent 
to being obscure obscenities.” 
She has been almost caught by 

BY KARINA MUNOZ 
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Who would ever think 
rap and reggaeton would ever 
come together? Daddy Yan-
kee’s new album titled “Bar-
rio Fino en Directo” will be 
here in no time. His upcoming 
CD/DVD, which also includes 
many of Yankee’s hits, is to be 
released December 13. The 16-
track release will also include 
fi ve new tracks produced by 
Urba y Monserrate and Luny 
Tunes. “Rompe,” “Machucan-
do,” and “El truco” all feature 
the Daddy Yankee’s  style that 
won over fans, while “Gangsta 
Zone,” featuring Snoop Dogg, 
is on deck to be the next single. 
As weird as it sounds you will 
be listening to reggaeton and 
rap the hot new music style. 
Great present for the holidays.

curious people while drawing 
obscene things. She’s learned 
to take life as it comes and 
that not everyone likes what 
she chooses to draw, to that 
she said “Those people can 
just piss off.” She would like 
her art to inspire a sense of 
emotion in people, something 
more than just a superfi cial 
feeling, she wants to stir up 
something deeply rooted in 
the human spectrum of emo-
tion. Her art is meant to en-
courage the open-minded and 
defy the close-minded. It is 
for the poetic, rebellious, and 
the free spirited. It is meant to 
cause chills, to receive gasps 
and awes, to be ridiculed, 
glared at, and respected. 
Natalie Wold-Salcido is a free 
spirited artist unbound by the 
desire to be “accepted” by the 
closed minded population, 
this is evident in her artwork. 

Her closing quote is 
“Some people call me a re-
cluse, others call me eccentric. 
I call me the Possum Queen.”

Artist Spotlight: The Art of Anime

I WILL ALWAYS MISS YOU

BY LIZ GONZALEZ

EL RODEO COTRIBUTOR

You are not gone, you 
are just away…

Why were you chosen, 
why were you taken away...

My days seem to get 
harder as they pass….

It seems like just yester-
day we were kids, playing in 

the grass…
Everyday I sit here and 

think, and try to understand 
why it had to be you…

But I guess no one really 
will ever know why you had 

to go…
You were only just a 

baby; you were just my little 
girl…

The day that you left this 
world, everyone’s life went 

into a whirl…
Days are going by and I 

miss you more and more…
I still don’t fully under-

stand why you had to be taken 
for…

I hope you’re watching 
down on me, in fact I know 

you are…
I know it just will take 

some time to heal this open 
scar…

Senior Natalie Wold-Salcido prefers to draw anime cartoons and 
magna that portray fantasy rather than realistic portraits.

Poetry 
Corner

BY SOPHIA DUNCAN

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Everything was beauti-
fully white outside, she could 
see it through her window and 
well, that was how she ex-
pected it to be during Christ-
mas. Ruby had witnessed the 
Christmas season all over 
the television and on the big 
screen- white, snow-cov-
ered towns bustling with the 
fl ushed faces of townspeople. 
They were cheerful folk, or 
at least their facades seemed. 
Each home housed a full, fl aw-
lessly-decorated pine tree that 
hovered stiffl y over gifts that 
gathered around the base in a 
precise formation. There was a 
happy family and their dog in 
every home, well-off and well-
furnished. Oh, Ruby knew the 
media’s holiday season too 
well. Those families lath-
ered themselves in their own 
harmony while the carolers 

The Big Daddy?

chirped and mall Santas tend-
ed to crying children. When 
Santa came down the chimney, 
he always ate the cookies and 
left the gifts they wished for. 
But there was always a fore-
shadowed plot to overcome, 
usually a grumpy man out to 
ruin the Christmas spirit. Hap-
py endings were inevitable.

Of course, Ruby was 
jealous of the movies. Her 
town was just as snow-cov-
ered, just as cheery-looking, 
and it had mall Santas, too. 
She saw that it was beautiful 
outside, like the movies and 
the television shows she knew, 
with the rushes of pink-faced 
people and their children, 
shopping for loved ones. Her 
home had a tree, but not one 
the media would envision. 
Hers was plastic and artifi -
cially pine scented, presents 
thrown around its base. And 
her family, they were happy 

while they waited for some 
miracle to bring her brother 
home from the war. “Just for 
Christmas,” wished Ruby’s 
mother. Their harmony, in re-
ality, was silence about every 
issue that would have normal-
ly been discussed in any other 
household; Santa was her 
mother that could not afford 
the things her children asked 
for. The carolers were hor-
rible when they came to sing 
and they expected too much 
money for her family to give. 
But the plot of Ruby’s story 
was not as simple as a man to 
ruin the cheer; it was the war 
in Iraq that was pointless, but 
keeping her brother hostage, it 
was her mother who struggled 
with the money; it was the 
absence of her father. The 
television seemed so distant 
and unfamiliar, though Holly-
wood’s main goal was to make 
it as “realistic” as possible. 
She wished for just one thing 
to go right this Christmas, for 
a happy ending. As she turned 
away from the window, tired 
of staring out at the snow lay-
ering itself upon the ground, 
there was a knock on the door. 
Some sense of hope rose up 
from her stomach that maybe 
it might be her brother, young 
and tired from the plane ride 
away from the endless fi ght. 
Her younger brother’s tiny 
legs ran to the door and Ruby’s 
Christmas fantasy was reality.

Fiction Corner: Home Just 
In Time For Christmas

Bored Over the 
Break?

Rent These 
Holiday 

Favorites
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BY ADAM GONZALES

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 
 The El Rancho Dons’ 

Wrestling team enters this 
year with a goal of improve-
ment from last season.  A 
year ago the team posted a 
two win and three loss record 
in league, and seven wins 
and eleven losses overall. 

This year coach Alvarado 
has simple goals to in mind to 
succeed as he stated, “we want 
to wrestle to our best abilities, 
and have quality wrestling.”

Improvements are what 
are needed and Coach Al-
varado stated improvements 
need to be in, “take downs, 
working on escapes pins, 
and have quality wrestling.”

According to Coach 
Alvarado some wrestlers to 
look out for are Bryan Co-

Wrestling for a 
Fresh Start

Dons Soccer Faces #1 Team Girl’s Water Polo 
Faces Adversity

BY STEVEN CAUDILLO

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 The El Rancho Dons 
Boys basketball team hosted 
the Blue Pride Classic this 
past Monday.  This is an an-
nual Boys basketball tourna-
ment that it is in its 11th year 
of existence. In the tourna-
ments’ inaugural year of 1994, 
there were only eight teams 
that participated.  Over the 
past ten years the number of 
teams who have participated 
in this tournament has gradu-
ally increased.  In this year’s 
Blue Pride Classic there was 
a record 22 teams.  This re-
cord setting amount  of teams 
has propelled the Blue Pride 
Classic to the status of the big-
gest Boys basketball tourna-
ment in Los Angeles County.  

The Dons came out of 
the tournament with a sub-
par two win four loss record.  
Even though the Dons didn’t 
win the tournament they still 
got to play some of the best 
teams in the Los Angeles 
County area.  The Dons played 
their last tournament game this 
past Friday against the Cardi-

A Tough Bounce for Boys 
Varsity Basketball Team

chran, Joseph Salas, Matthew 
Vallepena, David Moriel, 
Cy Vasquez, Luis Hernan-
dez, Brandon Flores, Ruben 
Velasco, Carlos Chavez, 
Gabriel Covarrubias, Billie 
Rivera, and Martin Mokay.

This season, Bryan 
Cochran, one of the top 
wrestlers, is going to wrestle 
in the two hundered fi f-
teen pound division.The 
past years he wrestled at 
one hundered and seventy. 

Junior wrestler Billie 
Rivera commented on this 
season, “My goal is to go to 
CIF, place in Masters, and 
see how far the team will 
take it from there.  I want the 
team to win league this year.”

Senior Ruben Valasco 
stated about the team, “I feel 
that this year is going to be 
really good, we have a lot 
of talent, and we’re coming 
together more as a team.”

Last Friday, the Dons 
were unable to wrestle in 
their fi rst match at the Edison 
Individuals.  The fi rst match 
of the season is today  at 
the El Modena Individuals.

BY STEVEN CAUDILLO

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

 This past Monday 
the El Rancho Dons Boys 
Varsity Soccer team traveled 
to Downey High School to 
face off against the Vikings.  
The game was tight all the 
way through.  It was also a 
very close game.  The Dons 
battled with the Vikings the 
whole game and left Downey 
High with a somewhat satis-
fying one to one draw.  The 
Dons went into that game with 
Downey with a bit of swagger 
that they gained from their 
Millikan Tournament show-
down with the number one 
team in the nation, Saddle-
back High School.  That game 
was the championship game 
of the tournament.    That 
game was two weeks ago.  

The Dons dug in and 
played with the best team in 
the country through the whole 
game.  What led to their defeat 
was their inability to generate 
any great offensive stances.  
The Dons defense was solid 
but was caught asleep twice 
during the game. The oppor-

tunities that Saddleback High 
School got weren’t wasted, be-
cause a team like Saddleback 
with it’s calliber doesn’t let 
things like those happen. Sad-
dleback High School defeated 
the Dons two to zero in a hard 
fought battle.  Even though 
there is reason for disappoint-
ment, the Dons have nothing 
to be ashamed of because they 
played on the same level with 
the best team in the country.  
The Dons can only subtract 
confi dence and momentum 
from a game of that magnitude. 

 The wins should 
defi nitely pour in for the 
Dons this season because 
of breakout sophomore star 
Frank Casillas and returning 
Del Rio league MVP Ismael 

nals of Cantwell-Sacred Heart 
of Mary high.  The Dons and 
the Cardinals were virtually 
even throughout the whole 
fi rst half with the lead chang-
ing sides until the Dons went 
on a six to zero run to end the 
second half.  The Dons took 
total control in the second half 
and dominated the Cardinals 
behind the great play of Se-
nior co-captain Robert Garcia.  
Garcia had 15pts, 4 steals, and 
4 assists in the Dons blowout 
victory over the Cardinals.  

The Dons will look to 
improve and play to there 

highest level of potential this 
season behind the leadership 
of Senior Captains Augie Pal-
omera, Chris Morris, and Rob-
ert Garcia.  Coach Llanes gave 
his philosophy and expecta-
tions by saying, “This season 
rest on our ability to play to-
gether, not to get discouraged 
when we lose because losing 
has valuable lessons and not 
to be satisfi ed when we win.”  
If Dons stick to that formula 
on the court all season they 
should be successful in both 
the win column and in the eyes 
of Coach Llanes.      

Dons Playing in the ER Varsity Tournament last week.
Diaz. Frank Casillas is second 
on the team with four goals 
behind leading scorer, Junior 
Jose Dominguez who has fi ve 
goals.  Ismael Diaz through 
twelve games this season al-
ready has three shut outs and 
has only been scored  against 
six times this season.  Senior 
Captain Marco Riperto added 
on his teams play and ex-
pectations for this season by 
saying, “We’ve played great 
so far this season but we still 
plan to improve as the season 
progresses.”  The Dons next 
game is this Thursday against 
the Bell Garden Lancers.      

 After the Bell Gardens 
game, the Boys Soccer team 
will face Schurr High School 
next Tuesday, December 20.

Chris Morris (4) Charges To Shoot in a recent game.

BY ABBY JAMIE

EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

The Lady Dons varsity 
Water Polo team has had a few 
bad waves hit their team this 
season before it even began.  
First, head coach Leonardi 
left to coach at Northridge 
High School.  This sudden 
leadership change put the 
Lady Dons in a precarious 
position because Leonardi 
was such an important part 
of their success in their past 
years of winning teams.  

This year, Danny Nunez, 
and Shawn Inoue are set to 
fi ll the coaching vacancy left 
by Coach Leonardi. Coach 
Inoue has had past coaching 
experience from his time at 
Laguna High School. When 
asked how he feels about 
working with the El Rancho 
girls Water Polo team, Inoue 
replied, “It’s been a good ex-
perience.”  Inoue feels that the 
girls and he are “both adapt-
ing” to their new partnership.

So far this season 
the Lady Dons have been 
almost perfect. The Lady 

Dons are currently sporting 
a six win and no loss record. 

This year’s team captain 
is Valentina Rosas. Rosas 
had this to say about this 
year’s team’s expectations, 
“We expect good things this 
season because Coach In-
oue is still working us hard, 
he’s a good replacement for 
Coach Leonardi.”  The Lady 
Dons are coming off a second 
place fi nish in the El Rancho 
Girls Water Polo tournament.

Wrestlers Brandon Flores, Bryan 
Cochran, and Ruben Velasco.

Lady Dons hold a 6-0 record.


